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TILTING IN THE LISTS

Eest-seller lists are the products
of hype. and are rarely accurate.
So who seeds them, who reads them, and who needs them?.

by Phil Surguy

ONE THING ALMOST everyone in the publishing industry knows for
sure i Sthar your average bookseller does not report his best-selling
books to the compilers of best-seller Sits. Instead, they say. he
lists his turkeys. the books of which he has huge unsold piles
cluttering up his shop. lieis hoping, of course. that the public will
we hisnon-sellers on the best-seller lists and start buying them:
then the turkeys will become genuine best sellers, and he won't
have been lying after al. He'll have been smply anticipating
SUCCESS.

At least one half of the 30-odd book people interviewed for this
article reported variations of that scenario. However, like most
conventional wisdom, it refleets only a fraction of the troth. If such
blatant dishonesty were the sole foundation of best-seller lists,
they could be dismissed es a fraud and forgotten. But most book-
sellers are in fact fairly honest when making up their lists; yet,
paradoxically, they are rarely accurate.

Best-seller lists, you see. are almost totally subjective things.

Rick Archibald. an associate editor et Doubleday Canada, cites
as um example the odd case of Barry Broadfoot's first two books.
Ten Lost Years. which sold more than 30,000 copies in hardcover,
was something Of a Sleeper. Pre-publication orders were light: so.
as demand for the book grew. the stores were constantly having to
reorder it. ASa result. because the book was frequently on their
minds, the booksellers pot it on their lists and come to think of
Broadfoot and best sellers as being synonymous, It was amost
inevitable, then. that pn-publication orders for Broadfoot's second
book. Six War Years, would anticipate heavy sales. Archibald
says the second book sold almost as well asthe first; yet, because
sales didn’t match the often unreasonable expectations many
hool:sellers had for it. they reported that Six War Years was selling
vomsiderahly Iess then Ten Lost Years.

Such thinking on the pert of booksellers. and the fact that they
don’t include sales figures in their best-seller reports, ean produce
ridiculous results. Many publishers have their own true-life
versions of this (mot too) hypothetical situation; a bookseller
orders, say. 100 copies of the latest Margaret Laurence novel and
sells 80 of them. That's phenomenal for bardcover fiction. lie
should be happy. But. when he's asked what hisbest sellers are, he
forgets about the 80. lie sees only the stack of 20 unsold books,
concludes that Laurence is no longer selling, and PULS ha down et
the end of thelist or refuses to include her et all. And he doesn’t
stop there. Looking around his shop to see whet is selling. he
notices that all three copies of a first novel he ordered arc gone. so
he puts it down as number one; after al. he's sold the whole order!

Perhaps the only accurate major best-selfer listsin North Amer-
ica are produced by the B. Dalton company. a Minneapolis-based
chuin of 312 book stores spread all across the U.S. Their |ists are
built exclusively from sales recarded by computerized cash regis-
ters. In Canada, the major best-seller liits are those issued by
Macfean’s and the Toronto Srar, and neither one receives sales
figures from reporting book stores.

The Maclean's list first appeared in 1975, a diict respomse,
and challenge, to Time magazine's practice of ignoring Canadian
bawoks and running a list of American best sellers in its supposedly
Canadian edition. Peter C. Newman says the Maclean's list is**as

accurate es we canmake it and as national escan be devised.” It is
based ona complex mathematica formula worked out by parent
company Maclean-Hunter's statisticians. The main function of the
formula (which includes an appreciation of shelf-space allotment
in various shops) is to give a proper vaue to the reports the
magazine receives every two weeks fmm 51 book stores across the
country. Particular care is taken to ensvre that the list is not
dominated or distorted by reports from the large Toronto market.
The Star’s |ist appears in its Saturday editions nod is syndicated
to 12 other Canadian papets. The Star also runs a syndicated list of
paperback best sellers. The lists are compiled by Mrs. Heather
Gamester. She receives weekly reports by mail from 50 book
stores, located throughout the eountry but excluding Montreal end

The job of compiling a reporl is a chore,
onethat most booksellers do out Of a sense
of duty but don’'t take vey seriously.

Toronto; she assesses those two cities by telephone. caling four
stores in Montreal and 10 in Toronto. The stores she cells are
different every week.

Mrs. Gamester does not have a sophisticated formulato helpher
caleulate the, Star's top 10 fiction and non-fiction titles. Ha
method: on every report, she assigns a value of 10 to the number
one book in each category. The number two books arc given nine
points. end so on down to the number tens, which get one point
each. Theo she adds up the points accumulated by the various
titles. Simple.

If the stores reporting to both lists were doing so according to
uniform standards. then it would be reasonable to suppose that
Maclean's’ mathematics would produce the more accurate picture
of the Canadian best-seller lottery. But. as has already been
suggested here, there are almost as many ways of reporting es
there are store owners and employees.

Probably no slore in the country has up-to-the-minute stock-
control procedures, SO no report isa precise one. Also, the job of
compiling a report isg ehare, one that most booksellers do out of a
sense of duty but don't take very serioudly. In some stores the job
is given to whoever has a few minutes to spare. That person may
not be familiar with the whole operation and only have time to jot
down the books that have recently come to hi or her attention.
Some booksellers have been known to ligt titles they feel the public
should be reading; and others are suspected of ignoring books they
are gshamed to admit their customers are buying (which may
explain why Jenathan Livingston Seagull never made the New
York Times best-seller list. or the recent untrue stories that
Nixon’s memoirs are not doing well).

Thevariations are endless. Some stores are so smell and patron-
ized by sock diverse clientele that they have no readily apparent
top 10 sellers. Judith Mappin, owner of the Double Hook in
Montreal’s Westmount, says: “I'm supposed to do alist twice a
month for Maclean’s and I have trouble with it. It's hard to do.
except et Chrisimas."*
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Dianne Woodman of the Village Bookshop in Edmonton, a
store that specializes in children’s literature, says activity in her
comner of the industry is never reflected by the lists: “The best-
selling author in Canada today is probably Dennis Lee. so why
isn’t he ever on the lists?”

Bill Roberts, co-owner of two Ottawa stores, says the two big
sellers he'll be reporting to a national list (**Ithink it's the Siar’s™)
this summer will be a book about NATO anda $25 paperback
about Canada’s grain trade.

There are booksellers who completely ignore their local suc-
cesses and list only national titles. Some only report books that are
listed in the New York Times. And cute Western bookseller
follows the same “logic” as those people who, at election time,
think they’ll be wasting their vote if they don’tvote for the winner.
She says: **We used to send in the list to Maclean's quite reli-
giously, but it never made any difference. We used to sneak in a
few baoks about the West just for hell-nising, to see if they got
on. We knew very well they wouldn't. though.”

Yet in spite of the vagaries of reporting, the same books more or
less make up all the lists. The fiction and non-fiction lists in
corresponding issues of the Star and Maclean's some weeksiago
(see below) have eight titles in common. Their only precise
agreement is that Kafki is the number eight fiction best seller;
however, it should be clear by now that a book’s exact position on
a list is fairly meaningless.

A mote remarkable feature of these particular lists is that Cana-
dian non-fiction titles are not as heavily represented as they usuvally
are, which may be a seasonal thing. And an even more interesting
anomaly is that Maclean's says Hugh Gamer's Murder Has Your
Numbcer is a best seller. while the Star ignores it and claims that
Max Braithwaite's Lusty Winter — which isn’t on the Maclean's
list-is one of the country's top 10 fiction titles. Now the fact that
& Canadian book is on one list and not the other may be owing (o
the whims of the reporting booksellers. However. there is also
reuson to suspect it may be a sign that strong regional sales are

momentarily disturbing the usually placid surface of the national
beat-seller scene.

Our publishers and booksellers ate generally resigned to the
impossibility of a perfect best-seller list. What serious]y disturbs
them, though, is that the Star and Maclean's national lists ignore
local best sellers and thus do not in any way present atrue
reflection of book sales in Canada. In the U.S.. seen beside
national titles that often sell in the hundreds of thousands. regional
sales are usually minuscule. In Canada. on the other hand, where a
few thousand sales (particularly of fiction) can still puta book on
the but-seller lists, local suecesses such as Mr. Roberts’s grain
book have a much larger share of the whole market. Therefore. the
argument goes, lists based on natienal averages will rarely reflect
sales in any of the regions that contributed to them. (For an
example of how wild the disparities can be, compare the national
lists with those produced by the Yorkville Book Cellar and the
Halifax Book Room.)

Randy Ware. retiring exegutive director of the Canadian Book-
sellers Association, says the CBA tried to get Maclean's to ac-
knowledge regional differences when the magazine’s list was still
being planned: “We suggested that they reduce the number of
fiction titles and include information about regional best sellers.
Our suggestions were considered, but we were finally told that the
Maclean's listwould be in the same form as those in the New
York Thnes and Time."

Peter Newman denies that they were maodelling their list on
anyone. He says: “Idon’t think then's a statistical formula that
would allow us to include regional books.” He adds, however,
that Maclean's compensates For the omission by running reviews
of regional books and stories about their authors and publishers.

And that actually might be more beneficial. A lot of booksellers
and publishers believe that good reviews are a better sales aid than
a position on a best-seller list. They say a book’s appearance on a
list appreciably affects the public only when it coincides with other
publicity, such as an author’s tosr and items about him or her in

Lists at a glance

From the Toronto Suar, July 8:

FICTION

|. The Holeralt Covenant,
Ludlsm
2. The Human Factor,
Greene
3. Scruples. Krantz
4. Blendline, Sheldon
5. Chesnpeake, Michener
6. Twe Women. Anderson
7. The Magus: A Revised
Version, Fowles
8. Kalli, Vidal
9. Actof God, Templeton
10. Lusty Winter,
Braithwaite
NON-FICTION
1. The Complete Book of
Running, Fixx
2. The Brendan Voyage,
Severin
3. Palling Your Own Strings,
Dyer
4. Trudeau. Radwanski
5. If'Life Is 2 Bowl of Cherries
— What Am | Dolng In the
Pits?, Bombeck
6. E. P. Taylor, Rokmer
7. The Diary of an
Edvardian Lady. Holden
8. Metropolitan Life,
Lebowitz
9. My Mother — My Self,
Friday
10. Memoirs. Nixon

From Maclean's, Iuly 10:

FICTION
1. The Holcroft Covenant,
Ludium .
2. Scruples, Krantz
3. Bloodline. Sheldon
4. Two Women. Anderson
5. The Human Factor, Greene
6. The Thorn Birds.
McCullough
7. Murder Has Your Number,
Garner
8. Kalki, Vidal
9. The Magus: A Revised
Version. Fowles
10..Act of God, Templeton

NON-FICTION

1. Trudeau, Radwanski

2.1f Life Is & Bowl of Cherrles
— What Am | Deing In the
Pits?, Bombeck

3. The Complete Book ef
Running, Fixx

4. Pulling Your own strings.

Dyer
5. E. P. Taylor. Rohmer
6. The Country Diary of an
Edwardlan Lady, Holden
7. The Brendan Voyape,
Severin
8. My Mother — My
Self, Friday
9. All of Baba’s Children.
Kostash
10. The Ends of Power,
Haldeman
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A fiction list compiled by The
Book Room, Hatifax:

1. A Stranger Is Waiching,
Higgins

2. The Days of Winter,
Freeman

3. Chesapeake. Michener

4. Chain Reaction. Pape and
Aspler

5. Death of a Superlanker,
True

6. Whistle, Jones

7. Black Marble. Wambaugh

8. Perdido, Robinson

9. Acts of Love, Kazan

|0. A Family Fortune,
Weidman

A fiction list compiled by The
Book Cellar in Toronto's
Yorkville:
1. Chesapeake. Michener
2. The World According to
Garp, hrving
3. Mo-Mo, Ajar
4. Going After Cacciato,
O’Brien
5. Pleture Palace. Therioux
6. Altered States, Paddy
Chayevsky
7. Green Ice. Brown
8. The Raj Quartet. Scott
9. The Magus: A Revised
Version, Fowles
|O. Strike from the Sea,
Reesman

A fiction list compiled by the
312-store B. Dalton chain in the
U.S.:

L. Chesapeake. Michener
2. Scruples. Krantz
3. Nlusions, Bach
4. The Silmarillion, Tolkien
5. Bloodline, Sheldon
6. The Holeraft Covenant,
Ludlum
7. The White Dragon,
McCaffrey
8. The Women’s Raons,
French
9. Stained Glass, Buckley
|0. The World Aceerding to
Garp, Irving

A fiction list for the year 1895, the

first list in Alice P. Hacken's 80
Years of Best Scllers:

1. Beside the Bonnfe Briar
Bush, lan MacLaren
2. Trilby, George dua Maurier
3. Adventures of Caplain
Horn, Frank R. Stockton
4. The Manxman, Hall Caine
5. Princess'Aline, Richard
Harding Davis
6. Daysof Auld Lang Syne, lan
MacLaren
7. The Master. Istael Zangwill *
8. The Prisoner of Zenda,
Anthony Hope
9. Regeneration, Max Nordae
10. My Lady Wobody. Marten
Martens
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at your-favourite book store

o THE JOY OF HOCIKEY by Eric Nico! & Dave More
A very funny book certain to be Nicol's biggest bestseller ever (12,000
pre-publication copies sorgz, Joy Is a hitarious spoof of the Leals, Canucka,
Swedes. sgx and hockey{)), goalles, TV playolis, elc. Great fun for all
hackey and humour fens. Over 90 illustrations, Seplember, $8.95.

FACES FROL] HISTORY: Canadian Proflles & Portraits

by George Woodcock

Amarvelous collection of 120 fuil-page, duolone photographs gathered from
archives and colleclions across Canada with brilliant biographles by one of
our finest writers. Superb portraits of Grey Owl, Emily Carr, Kootenai Brovm,
Tom Thomson, Nellia McClung, Poundmaker, Van @, Gabriel Dumont,
Daloa, Woodsworth, R.B, Bennalt, Joseph Howe, Cariier, Lautler, Sifton,
Eaton, Papineau, Houde, Rlel, Steele, Father Lacombe, Paul Kane,
Aberhan, Innia, Kieghof, and ninety-five other, tamous Canadians. A big,
beautifully designed book, ideal for gift-giving and an important raference
volume. Seplember, 524,95 lo Dec. 31/78, 529.95 therealier.

A PICTURE HISTORY OF ONTARIQ by Gordon Dodds & Roger Hall
Four hundred v:onderfully entertaining photographs selected by archivist
Dodd accompanled by historian Hall's splighllgy prose. An oulstanding pre-
seatalon of people, costumes, and lifestyles In a most handsome volume.
Qctober, 515.95.

-]

GREAT CANADIAN ANIMAL STORIES edited by Muriel Whitaker
Siteen wonderful storles by sixleen masters, Including Farey Mowat,
Shzila Buenford, Emest Thompson Seton, Grey Owi, Jack London, and
Charigs G.D. Roberts. The #ile is no misnomer for here, also, ara Kemy
Wooed, Fred Bodsworth, George Clulesi, and Rederick Haig-Brown at their
best. An altractive gilt editlon, with shreen, speclally commissioned, beautl-
ful, full-colour Mustrations by Viasta van Kampen. An excsllent book lor
g:lg tfnd a perfeci Christmas present for teen-age readers. September,
L

o THE POETS OF CANADA cclitod by Johir Robert Colombo
This fine antholegy Includes 200 Canadian poels from 1606 io the best
young conternporary writers plus a selection of popular verse, including
cuch favorites as Roberl W. Service. Each poel is repressenied by a charac-
tenslic poem and a bipgraphical note. Quality design and atiraclive formal
September, $12.95.

THE SUICIDE BATTALION by James L. McWiliams & R. James Steel
Tha ternbla batilegrounds of the First World War are the dramalic settings
{or the bloody engagements of the 46th Canadian Infantry. In all, 5,374 men
served with the battallon, Of thege, 4,917 were either killed or wounded.
Well researched by the authors, the polgnant slory of one of Canadian
history's most tragically punished fighting groups makes absorbing reading
— an important baok, not meant lor the weak-stomached. Late Saplember,
511.50. '

L]

A LITERARY LIAP OF CANADA by Graham Plisworth & Morris Woile
Critle and author Wolle joined popular carioonist Pilsvrorth to produce this
unlque and beautiful ltem. Printed on ¢ream-coloured antique paper this
high-quality, framable map will make a kine glft lor anyone who loves books
~— great fun and brimming vih informadion. September, $8.95.

AT

AUR

10560 - 105 ST.

o AISLIN'S MAP OF THE CANADAS by Tarry

o THE MOUNTAINS OF CANADA by Randy Morse

One hundred magnificent, full-colour pholographs by twanty-five of
Canada’s finest nalure photographers, plus 20,000 words of fascinaling lext
and introduction by Andy Russall. Top-quality design, colour, and produc-
lion. bountaln hislory, famous first ascenls, roulss, famous climbars, anec-
dotes and advanture, Saplember, $§24.95 to Dec. 31/78, 529.95 theroalter.

o LODERN PAINTING I CANADA by Terry Fenton & Karen Wikin

Fifty-three gorgeous, beautifully reproduced, full-colour paintings by Bush,
Coiville, Cumoe, Lismer, Pellan, Rlopelle, Thomson, et al. plus 18,000
words of provocailve 1exd on modem Canadian arl history, ciiiicism, and
biography. Octaber, $14.95 to Dec. 31/78, $18.95 thereafter.

o COLOMBO'S BOOK OF CANADA by John Robert Calembo
A blg, beautlfully designed, lllusirated paperback wilh over 130 colour and
biack & white illustrations. Here you will find our key documents, poems,
plays, stalistics, letters, symbols, crests, flags, coins, slamps, and buildings,
plus history and humour, and much more, Hours of super reading and fun
for the whole famlly. October $12.95.

o APICTURE HISTORY OF ALBERTA by Tony Cashman
Over four hundred great pictures covering all parls of the province, with
captions and introduction by popular westem Canadian author Tony Cash-
an. Making people and evenis real with a “you are there™ eifect, this book
wiil appeal 1o both adult and younger readers. October, $14.95.

o THE BEST MODERN CANADIAN SHORT STORIES edited by Jvon Owen

& Marris Woife
A fine Christmas giit volume for anyone interested In the best Canadian
valting, hendsomely designed aend produced, This anthology contains
twenty-four of the very best slorles by top Canadian vriters including Mar-
arel Alwoed, Mordecal Richier, iMargaret Laurence, Morfey Caffaghan,
Munro, Rudy Wisbe, Robert Kroetsch, Hugh Hood, Sinclair Ross,
Gabrielle Roy, Dave Godirgy, Ethel Wilgon, and a dozen othars, represent-
Ing all reglons of Canada. Oclober, $32.95.

o LIFE AMONG THE QALLUNAAT by Minnle Acdla Freeman

The enlrancing accotunt of a young Inuit gid — the author — coming “south™
to live among the Qallunaat -— "the paople with the pampered eyebrows™ —
us. Her encounters with our soclety comprise a fouching, true story unfike
anything you've read before. This enchanting book will be "must” reading
for all who love the Arclic and Canada’s Inuit. September, $9.95.

Moshar

Intemationally syndicated cartoonist-illustrator Terry Mosher has done it
againl Winner of last year's Canadian Natlonal Newspaper Award as best
cartoonist, and author of the best-selling O.K. Everybody Take a Vafium!
Terry has now produced a hilarfous, telling map of Cenada_ Printed on
high-quality antiqua cream paper this map will make a great gift for framing,
entertaln many, and probably Insult some humourless Canadians, espe-
dlally our politicians. November, $6.95.

G PUBLISHER

EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5H 2W7
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THE CANADN COUNCIL
OFFERS

TO PROFESSIONALS
IN' THE
ARTS

{formerly Senior Arts Grants)
QrTS For artists who have made a
significant contribution over a number
ngnTS of years and are still active. In. their
“O # profession.

Up to $17.000. to cover living
expenses. project costs and travel
costs related to a proposed program
requiring 4 to 12 months to complete.

Deadlines:

October 15, 1979, for all disciplines.
April 1, 1979, for the visual arts and
writing only.

(formerly Arts Grants)
OrTS For artists who have completed basic

training or are recognized as
grants professionals. g

S &

b Up to $10.100. to cover living expense
and production costs for a program
requirlng 4 to 12 months to complete,
plus travel allowancs for the award
holder only.

Deadlinas:

October 15. 1979. for all disciplines.
except for singers and Instrumentalist
in “classical” music.

December 15.1979, for singers and
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the different media. Gossip. good or bad. always helps sales.

Still, a significant number of book buyers rely en best-seller lists
to do their thinking For them. publisher Malcolm Lester says he's
actually seen people in stores clutching lists clipped From news-
papers and magazines. Similarly, because many of their customers
expect to see it, Eaton's posts the Star list in its various book
departments; and that's in spite of the fact that. 18 months ego;
because the list was not accurately reflecting their sales, Eaton’s
stopped reporting to the Star.

There areé Few measurable benefits to having a book on the
best-seller lists, though Malcolm Lester says that the subsidiary —

The publisher devotes the bulk of his
energy and promotional budget to the two
or three titles he feels have the best chance
of running away with the market.
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paperback and movie — rights contracts of some of his firm's

books have provisions For bonus payments geared to the number of
weeks they are on the New York Times top 15. Which doesn't
mean that Lester believes the lists are accurate. He knows of books

that have remained “best sellers” long after their publishers have
run out of stock; end, conversely, he says some Lester & Orpen

titles (for example, To You with Love) have sold exceptionally
well without getting on any list.

Vancouver publisher Jim Douglas says his firm’s Blood. Sweat
and Bears sold 30,000 copies but was not acknowledged by
anyone es a beat seller. He suspects that booksellers report only
high-profile titles. “I don't think best seller lists are healthy forthe
industry es a whole. They direct too many people to buy too Few
titles. The art of browsing is being lost. When | started out in 1946
— as an apprentice bookseller in Scotland — the covers weren't
jazzy. They didn't tell you whet wasin the book, so you had to
browse.™

Naturally, & publisher's attitude toward best-seller lists depends
a lot on whether they include his titles. McClelland & Stewart
probably has mare high-profile best sellers then any publisher in
the country, so it's mot surprising that Peter Taylor. M&S’s
vice-president For marketing, is generally happy with the lists.
though he toohas no illusions about their accuracy: “At any given
time of the yeer we have books near the top of the list that we know
from our own computer repords are being outsold by other books
of ours that are further down the list.”

For publishers. Taylor says. the mé&t valuable service rendered
by best-seller lists is that “they do keep a book alive. In measur-
able terms, they don’'t have a dnmatic effect on the public, but a
hellish one on the booksellers. They won't return any book on that
list.” And that -the effect best-seller lists have on booksellers =
is central to their real meaning.

Taylor says M & S has many titles that sell wry well. and
continue to do so year after year, without ever being spoken of es
best sellers, For instance, he says The Colowr of Canada sells
30,000 to 40,000 copies annually. Most other publishers have, or
have had, similar successes that never made the list.

But the point is that those books are aet supposed ta be on the
lists. Most of a publisher’s titles will sell in a more or less
predictable. relatively modest manner. He accepts that. But he is
also hoping that one of his titles will be this year's equivalent of
The Godfather or Roots; and in an effort to make that happen. he
devotes the bulk of his energy end promotional budget to the two
or three titles he Feels have the best chance of running away with
the market. Therefore, when you get right down to it. all that
best-seller lists'really are is a public indication of the performance
of the various books the large (usually American) publishers have
decided to run with For the big bucks.

Booksellers bear the brunt of the hype. Media campaigns are
directed es much et them es at the general public. Advertising in
trade publications is heavier than anything most of us ever see.
(The next time you're in a public library. havea look et the
onslaught of ads in any given issue of Publishers Weekly.) And



publishers’ salesmen virtually promise booksellers that certain
titles will be an the best-seller lists. So it's almost inevitable that
the retailers are usually only thinking in terms of & very few books
when they make out their reports. Nor should the following case of
bandwagon psychosis be oo surprising: three years ago, after
excerpls had appeared in Esquire, Truman Capote’s Answered
Pruavers was repotted by many stores as a best seller, even though
the novel has not yat been finished, let done published.

It would be easy to conclude this excursion by deploring the fact
that Canadian best-seller lists arc still mainly recorders of ener-
getic activity in the British and American publishing scenes. It
would be reasonable to join the CBA’s call for lists that mere

accurately reflect regional sales in Canada. And one could also
note that, because (except in rare cases) super-hype is still not a
big factor in Canadian publishing. tbe presence of a high number
of good Canadian titles on the non-fiction lists is cause for opti-
mism. But what would be the point? It would be impossible to
devise a truly accurate list without plugging every cash register in
the country into a computer. For people who spend money on
Robert Ludlum’s books. the lists as they now arc constituted are
probably one of life’s minor necessities. But for people who have
developed their own literary tastes. best-seller lists arc worth no
more than an idle glance. O
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Working with a genius can be trying, confesses Irving
Layton’s editor. Especially a genius who can't spell

by Denise Buckowski

IT 15 LATE August or early September of any year. Pick a year. The
phone rings. and on the line is one of Canada’s most famous —
and certainly most prolific — poets. He has just returned from
Greece. “Hello, Layton here.” Even his voice sounds sun-tanned.
“I have just written the best book of my entire |ife.”

Iiving Layton. 66-year-old author of 38 books published in the
last 33 years, has made a literary way of life out of excoriating
pwritanism, anti-Semitism. Waspism, Christianily, and dogma.
injustice, and academics of every hue. If you believe everything
you read by and about him, you would agree with critic George
Jonas that to disagree with Layton is to be “‘a spineless, corrpt,
unmanly. cretinous shmuck™ afflicted with **anemic gentility.”
His public image leaves one wondering whether he is more famous
for vitriol. lechery, egotism, or poetry.

The paradox in working with Layton is that none of these
supposed character traits rear their heads in the editorial process.
He is the consummate professional, and the exception m every
generalization about writers. For one thing, he is so fat from being
poor that he must refuse teaching jobs and move abroad to prevent
the Canadian government from chomping off the better part of his
every dollar. For another, despite Robert Fulford's dictum that
“writing and heavy drinking are closely connected,"” Irving
Layton does not drink. And he is eager to absorb any sort of frank
editorial criticism without the miging of an eyebrow. Absent from
all dealings with Layton is evidence of writer's Angst, so suc-
cinctly summed up by Lionel Keams in *‘Private Poem for a
Manitoulin Island Canada Day”:

In the poem you have exposed your soul

and it is tender, vulnerable, quivering
out here in the open

and you fecl it was a grave mistake. Fear

is whar you feel all the time now.

Irving Layton has never felt that he has made a gtave mistake.
Which makes him easier, not harder. to work with.

The first task after a Layton manuscript arrives is to convince
Trving that. no. our typesetters and printers cannot werk fast
enough to publish the book next month: maybe, alas, not even this
year. At this point; one must be aware of Irving's infallible
cunning. The game plan is to get his publishers to commit them-
selves to publishing the book a year from now. In order 0 do so,

Irving must appear to suffer the crushing blow of beirg mid that
his book can’t be published tomorrow. and then be placated with
another date == probably one much sooner than evenhe had hoped
for. Thii sort of gamesmanship pervades the entire editorial pro-
cess. 1 keeps you on your toes.

Once a date has been set, editing begins == in the form of at
lust one phone call & day, frequently two, from Irving. The first
call usually comes at 8 a.m. on weekdays and invariably at 8 am.
on Sundays: the other call comes just after dinner, when his trusty
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editor has perhaps had guests and may have imbibed t00 much. The
dally phone calls increage in number es the pub date approaches.
Most of them deal with minor changes to his poems, or perhaps
requests to re-insert deleted poems. Some of the calls begin like
this: “Denise. I have just written the best poem of my entire
career, end it absolutely must be in this book.”

Irving and | had a heart-to-heart talk about this pattern of events
a Iittle while ego. | managed to convince him that. much asI wish
that | were independently wealthy, | am net; therefore, | must take
on other editing assignments, and sometimes his stff just has to
wait. or go away. The same goes for your publishers, | srid.
Sometimes McClelland &Stewart publishes other people’s books.
too. He thought that was reasonable.

“Besides. some of this new material could always go into the
next book.”” Of course, of course.

A few years ago, | approached my first Irving Layton manu-
script with what might be celled timidity. Dare | suggest that one
or two poems were not up to snuff? With heart-in-threat. |
broached the subject. He was delighted. Next year, | tried for half
a dozen. Response: “*Points well taken. Good, let's do it.” This
year, The Tightrope Dancer (a major reassessment of his life, work,
and philosophy) will be published minus 30 of the poems that were
in the original manuscript. So the secret is oat: the seemingly
intractable, intransigent, amogant, sexist dirty old man of multi-
media hype is really quite a reasonable guy. Almost, in fact, a
pussycat.

Or se it would seem. As we all know, pussycals can be very
tenacious, When it comes to getting what they want. On that first
Layton assignment. which | inherited in media res, Irving called
me on the very day that he was given my name -to tell me that
the previous editor had made a dreadful errer: he had left out live
poems. They were missing from the proofs. After much panie, |
discovered that Irving knew fell well that the book was five pages
over the limit and that those poems had to be cut. Nice by.

Next year, Irving produced For My Brotker Jesus (1976), in
which he reclaimed Jesus for the Jews and lashed out at Christian-
ity as the source of all contemporary evil. He had prometed the
book to M&S es a completely new direction in his verse, never
before published. | discovered -just in time — that the manu-
script contained half a dozen poems from his limited-edition book,
Seventy-five Greek Poems. All six of them bed also appeared in
the second volume of his Selected Peems. Out they went.

Then there was The Covenent (1977). an expansion of the ideas
expressed in the previous book. We had agreed en the final
manuscript. which was sent off for typesetting before | took an
extended vacation. While | was away, Irving called the proofreader
to say he had changed his mind. Updn my return, | opened & copy
of the printed book to discover some of the poems we had taken
put staring et me. Win a Few, lose a few.

By the time we get to The Tightrope Dancer. Irving knew that |
wasn't just another semi-pretty face. | will never know whether
these 30 poems that be so easily and graciously consented to take
beck home under his arm were everreally intended for the book. or
whether they were just ephemera pat there to make sure that | get
to do my editorial thing. without knifing into the meat of the book.

Another cause for anxiety upon first encountering Layton was
his reputation for-how shall we say it? — rather outspoken ideas
about womankind. | believe it was Maxwell Perkins whose advice
to editors was never te leta poet near your wife. because es soon es
your beck was turned — or even when it wasn’t— his hand would
be up her skirt. While this editor has no wife, she does have plenty
of skirts; and the thought of meeting after editorial meeting with
Irving Layton cost me many *night's sleep, plotting strategy for
reviewing manuscripts and proofs in railway stations, on street-
comers. and in my mother’s front room. As far as| was
concerned, | was damned if | did and damned if | didn’'t. And
friends and fellow professionals were no help. Every time | told
people that | was Irving Layton’s edimr. | got the same reaction: 2
raised eyebrow. & sardonic smite, and finally a loud snicker.

The trath of the matter is that Irving Layton bas borne this state
of affairs with the unflagging good humour of a man confident that
he is God’s sift to women between the sheets. and that his editor is



doing her valiant and gawdawful best to resist hisHebrew Bymnic
magnetism and keep the relationship professional.

Add to that another truth: Irving L ayton has never been sexist
with toe. Although the publishing and writing fraternities suffer
from no lack of male chauvinists, end although'l have |et Layton
get away with calling me “dear” on occasion, there has never
been any moment when my editorial judgment was called to
quasticén on the basis of gender, never any coarse jokes or sexual
innuendo.

e b .

His editor iz doing her valiant and gawd-
awriul best to resist his Hebrew Byronic
magnetism and keep the relationship pro-
fessional.

That paradox is the essence of the pleasure sod challenge of
working with him. One can, in the same conversation, discuss the
hint of misogyny running through his verse, as well as the ambi-
ence of our platonic relationship. AU absorbed, argued. and settled
with his charm, wit. and intelligence.

The joy of working with Trving Layton is that he loves to have
his own flamboyance and satrageousness responded to in kind.
Never a prima donna but always sure of himself (he hasoften been
heard to say. “Milton, Shakespeare, and 1”), Layton loves the
give-and-take. posh-sod-shove of pummelling a manuscript into
shape. It is his unassailable belief in himself ag one of the greatest
living writers in the English language that makes him (almost)
immune to the insecurities and inner torment that plague most
other writers, great and small.

Perhaps one of the greatest challenges in working on Layton's
books is also the most trivial task: Irving L ayton’s spelling isas
execrable as his vocabulary is large. He uses words from almost
every language in the Western world and then some, makes pass-
ing reference to almost every culture that ever .existed on this
planet and every historical event, crosses over into most arts and
academic disciplines for a metaphor or simile, and never even
notices that | have changed most of his spellings: proper names.
obscure adjectives, everything from the oft-used **hari-kari'’ (he
means ““hara-kiri) to the monks dei Capuecini (not the same
spelling as in milky cops of coffeg). How can a person spend so
much time in European cafés end still spell espresso with an “‘x™?

This chronic failing of Layton’s has necessitated many hours of
poring through reference books and, when al islost, seeking the
help of others. | once found myself in the Toronto Jewish Public
Library, face-to-face with a very amiable and helpful rabbi. only to
glance dewn at my list of Yiddish words and realize that almost all
of them were indelicate, if not downright filthy. But the rabbi bore
it al with unshakable equilibrium. The hushed crowd of earnest,
yarmull:e-capped students working in the utterly silent library

didn’t even ook up when his voice rang out, almost as loud as-

Irving's: “No. no! He spells everything with a Romanian accent!
It's shlang! Not shlong, shiang!"'

The same subject, employing English terminology, arese, so to
speak. during the selection of poems recently for The Tightrope
Dancer. (1 use this example to show how unique the editing of a
Layton book ean be.) In one poem (since deleted). Irving claimed
to have seen great artists portray Jesus Christ with the features of
almost every race and nationality; he professed that if it was the
Iast thing he did, he was going to paint Jesus “with your white
robe parted/and your circumcised cock showing.” When | begged
to know the point of this grand finale, beyond shock value, Irving
claimed that the circumcision exposed Christ’s essential Jewish-
ness.

“But.” | protested, “‘no one will understand. Almost al baby
boys are circumcised now. | told him that some cretin in the
accounting department of the hospital where | was born had
automatically semt my mother a bill for sy circumcision, assuming
that | was a Dennis. Layton’s distinctive chuckle burbled out, and
he sputtered:

“So that’s your secret, I'll have to write a poem about it.” O
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ESSAY

GAY ABANDON

Homosexuals are winning battles in
the world of fiction but a militant few

are costing them the war in real life
by John Hofsess '

ANYONE WHO Has read such recent and popular American novels
as John Cheever’s Falconer, Mary Gordon’s Final Payments,
Marilyn French’s The Women’s Room, John Irving's The world
According 1o Garp, or Alix Kates Shulman’s Burning Questions,
will know that — in the world of fiction — there is a growing
acceptance. even integration. of male and female homosexuality.

These novels are, as society itself is, predominantly hetero-
sexual. but lesbians. transexuals, bisexuals and gay males play
important roles in each one. Frequently the gay character iSthe
best friend of the herofheroine. Most commonly the bond is
between two women: the lesbian has had to survive hostile jibu
and discrimination in a male-oriented society for many years and is
wise in the ways of survival; the heterosexual woman iSs shown as
just waking up and facing the truth of her social condition.

It is rare, however, to find aliances between gay and straight
men: possibly because in most civil-rights struggles the white.
middle-class. heterosexua maleis said to be the source of oppres-
sion. Besides. it has frequently been found that heterosexual men
find male homosexuality a threatening subject. whereas lesbianism
is regarded as amusing er intriguing. Proof of this rangesfrom the
leshian sequences that ate practically mandatory in porno
movies designed for heterosexual males, to such stories as The
Sea Change by Ermnest Hemingway. Chagrin in Three Parfs by
Graham Greene, Jurge Dulrumple by John O’Hara, and other
little-known stories about lesbians by prominent male writers,
collected in The Other Persuasion edited by Seymour Kleinberg
(1977}, which express attitudes of tolerance and understanding
that the same writers do not extend to gay males.

In Fafconer homosexuality is a way of relieving loneliness in
prison; in TheWarld According fa Carp, the hem' sbest friend is
a transexual, a former linebacker. who goes around saying such
things as : *‘I never knew what shits men were until |1 became a
woman,"" Both novels have a cautious admiration: for their gay
characters: they are seen as plucky and resourceful, making the
best from a hell of a life.

It is not long ago that the faggot-fairy-fndt character in practi-

caly any novel by a heterosexual Writer was used as asymptom oOr
symbol of moral disease. American Jewish writers in particular
were the most intolerant: Norman Mailer on many occasions.
between The Deer Park and Why Are We in Vietnam?, depicted
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homosexuality as a pathological condition. as *“cancerous™ (a
curious metaphor for a non-reproductive mode of sex); Philip Roth
in The New York Review O Books attacked Edward Albee for his
**pansy prose™; literary critic Stanley Edgar Hyman wrote in
College English. a widely used university text. that the emergence
of gay themesin literature was an **unattractive trend.”’

While the old stereotypes -such as the sad queer living in a
twilight world of booze and anxiety — were boringly predictable
and false-to-life. the homosexual characters in recent fiction are
hard to believe for different reasons. Like the characters in a
Stanley Kramer movie (The Dgfiant Ones. Guess Who's Coming
to Dinner) during the period when it became fashionable to up-
grade the **nigger"* in Hollywood movies (partly because black
people were discovered to comprise a sizeable film market) the
new homosexual image is that of g warm. witty, wonderful human
being (ranging fmm Craig Russell in Qutrageaust to the gay
characters in A Chorus Line. or The Wonen's Room) Who either
tugs at your heart on the level of fiction. er strains your credulity if
mistaken for real life. Widely seen TV movies. such as That
Certain Summer with Hal Holbrook and Martin Sheen. and
episodes of All In the Family, Starsky and Hntch, Soap, among
other shows, have all preached tolerance to the masses on the
subject. Y et despite this sentimentally uplifting propaganda (a
stage that many minorities pass through when a culture is ra-
evaluating, in some cases compensating for, its traditional pre-
Judices) homosexuals have made little progress in recent years in
the political and social arena. In an article surveying the defeat of
gay rights in numerous communities andstates in the last year. the
New York Times concluded (May 28,1978): “Few supporters of
homosexual rights support them as vigorously as opponents op.
pose them.” In 1978, the status of human rights for homosexuals
would seem to be this: for every smal hardy band of gay people
who believe and sing “We Shall Overcome.” thereis alarger and
better-organized group of heterosexuals somewhere down the
road. equally determined to “‘overcome’’ them.

The reasons for thii backlash are numerous. An easy explana
tion is that homosexualsare experiencing a backlash for the gains
they have already made — that is, in Smply getting the mass
media to recognize their existence and treat them more fairly. In
Canada. for example, Quebec alone has passed legidation to
protect the civil rights of homosexualsin theareas of employment
and housing; in Ontario, following the July. 1977, recommenda-
tion of the Human Rights Commission ‘in its publication Life
Together that discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation be
prohibited. the government began receiving letters of protest. pri-
marily fmm conservative and fundamentalist religious groups.
There is an irrational fear of homosexuality by such groups. as if
they believed that heterosexuality couldn’t hold itsown in a free
market. Whatever the reasons. no steps have been taken and no
promises made by the Ontario government to accept the
recommendations of the report. A Gallup poll released in July
1977, showed that a majority of those Canadians Who were inter-



viewed — 52 per cent — believe that homosexuals should he
protected under the Canadian Human Rights Act. Among the age
group of 13 to 29 years, the percentage of support rose to 61 per
cent. Despite this evidence, the new head of the Ontario Human
Rights Commission, Derothea Crittenden, said in a Toronto Star
interviev that she doesn't believe the political climate is right for
new legislation in this arcs owing to outraged public feeling
concerning the Emanuel Jacques murder case (see below).

It is a common trap, given such examples of prejudice and
hypocrisy, for homosexuals to believe that most of their problems
stem from heterosexval oppression. It is my view that much of that
oppression is — carelessly or deliberately-provoked by homo-
sexuals themselves; by a minerity within the minority who fre-
quently choose counterproductive means of achieving **libera-
don.” When the public seeson TV newscasts a band of demon-
strators protesting the presence of Anita Bryant at the People’s
Church in Toronto. marching, and chanting “Two. Four, Six,
Eight-Gay is twice as good as straight!.’ the most likely effect
is distaste — not 50 much for the sexual orientation of the people
involved, but for the clamorous simple-mindedness of their
slogans and speeches.

An even more telling example of how gay tights are being
defeated from within occurred this year when The Body Politic (a
national monthly newspaper, edited by a collective of gay militants
in Toronte) published an article entitled “Boys Loving Men Low-
ing Boys.” The article, currently the subject of an obscenity trial.
was zn ideologically upbeat treatment of the sexual relationships
between four men with various young boys, ranging fmm seven to
12 years of age. The author. Gerald Hannon, stressed that the sex
was mutually agreed on. But nowhere in the article was the basic
question raised: What does the “‘consent’* of a seven-year-old
mean, especially when the older men do use blandishments —
gifts, money -to achieve their objectives?

The article was published several months after the torture, rape,
and murder of 8 12-year-old Toronto shoeshine boy. Emanuel
Jacques. Al the time of his death, The Body Politic took the

editorial position that no one should.bealtowed to “pin the
murder” on all guy people. simply because three of the four
accused were known homosexuals and one of them, Saul David
Betesh. had been active in Toronto’s gay community. Several
years ago, the saine author. in the same publication, caused a furor
in the Toronto press when he wrote a similar. but less graphic.
defence of loving little boys: for the collective to claim it didn’t
foresee the political effect of publishing Hannon's latest peanto
pedophilia is unbelievably naive. It would take extraordinary
analytical precision for the public to distinguish between the be-
nign “big brothers” that Hannon defends. and the men who killed
Jacques. For they. too, it was revealed during their trial, had been
seducing young boys. without violence, for a number of years. But
this one dark night they went over the edge. Pedophiles comprise a
minute fraction of the gay community and any attempt to promote
their “rights.” when even basic civil tights for homosexuals gen-
erally have not been secured, is an absurd demand and political
strategy. The widespread media coverage given to this article, and
the brouhaha its publication caused (the police raid on The Body
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Pdlitic*s offices. the laying of an obscenity charge), has undoub-
tedly complicated many heterosexuals' attempts to understand
homosexuals and support ther civil rights.

Last year | was involved in an effort to Stage a telethon that
would raise funds for former racing steward John Damien, who
was fired in 1975 by the Ontario Racing Commission en the
grounds that his homosexuality could interfere with his job and
who has waged a costly court battle. not yet resolved, to be
reinstated in hisjob. | recruited the support of many prominent
Canadian performers (Pierre Berton, Margar et Atwood, June
Callwood. Barbara Frum. Gordon Pinseat, among others) who
agreed to appear on the show. But gay militant groups, such as The
Buly Politic, and GATE (Gay Alliance Toward Equality), tried on
several occasions to pass resolutions that would have required “all
siraight people’ to he “coached by a suitable spokesman of the
ity community™ in what they could publicly say en the air. There
was so much internal wangling and amateurish bungling going on
that the project finally fell through.

This sort of politically inept. self-destructive behaviour only
helpsin leeping many elected public officials (who are rarely
courageous at the best of times) and public opinion (which has
high volatility in this area) arrayed against homosexuals.

What the public gets are two contradictory images. Popular
novels. films. and TV dramas deal with the ageny of “coming
out.” of a homosexual’s struggle to accept his or her nature. and
find “*acceptance™ in the outer world. They see Peter Finch in
Sutielay Bloody Sunday or Sophia Loren and Marcello Mastroianni
in A Special Day and go away contemplating the “dignity” of
homosexuals as treated in such films. But these warm baths of
sentiment ar e followed by cold showers of irony: the frequent
news reports about boy-prostitution rings; the high incidence of
VD and hepatitis among homosexuals (a recent report in
Christopher Street by a gay doctor. stated that gay men are
responsthle for 55 per cent of al syphilis casesin New York);
numerous incidents of violence (playwright Joe Orton, film divec-
tor Pier Paolo Pasolini, Fariety crilic Addison Veerill, actor Sal
Mineo are just a few of the prominent gay men to be murdered in
recent years): and other sordid aspects of the gay subculture.

P e e T

Confonted with this gap between fiction and reality, many
people become cynical about and resistant to the liberal messages
of novels and films. They suspect-and they are right-that tbey
are not being told the whole truth about homosexuals. While
numerous, partiad views of gay life are available (ranging from
Rev. Malcolm Baoyd’s recent biography. Take Off the Masks, a
sincere but philosophically nondescript attempt to reconcile the
sensual and spirital side of his nawre within a Christian frame-
work, to John Alan Le€'s Getting Sex -A New Approach: More
Funr and Less Guilt, a badly written rationalization of homosexual
promiscuity that has al the cogency of atobacco industry
**spokesman’’ defending the habit of smoking), there iSonly One
new book that gives a comprehensive, accurate picture of the
whole minority: Homosexualifies (Musson), a landmark study that
took 10 years to complete by the Ingtitute for Sex Research at
Indiana University. The authers, Drs. Alan P. Bell and Martin S.
Weisberg, report that considerably more homosexuals feet
“lonely. depressed and tense™ and have “attempted or contem-
plated suicide” than their heterosexual counterparts (12 pa cent of
the gay men and four per cent of the gay women were considered
socialy *‘dysfunctional’”), but that the majority of homosexuals
Iead stable, productive and well-adjusted lives. The authers con-
tend that them are five distinct groupings within the homosexual
minority, and factors such as education, religion. economic back-
ground and status setve to divide gay people into distinct classes
with markedly different tastes and behaviour patterns. to a far
greater extent that their sexual orientation serves as a common
ralying point. As the title of the report indicates. homosexuals are
a plurdistic minority. Judging them all by the behaviour of a few
(the militant segment is the smallest constituency) only perpetuates
a2 profound and unfortunate misunderstanding. Gay people have
won a few battles in the world of fiction hut they are in danger of
losing tbe war in real life. As long as tbe moderate and morally
creditable peaple among them remain silent. and the lunatic hinge
is mu repudiated. theze will be little or no gain made in thearea Of
legally sanctioned human rights. O

NOW AVAILABLE '

NICHOLAS HORNYANSKY
THE GRAPHIC WORKS

Catalogue Raisonné

Fewer than 500 copies of this magnificent book are left.

For full information write:
The Nicholas Hornyansky Book Trust Fund
PO Box 160, Station C, 1075 Queen Sheet Eadt,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4M 1HQ

CANADA —THE NATION

Teaching Canada for the ’80s
by A. B. Hodgsits and Paul Gallagher

This | sa book fer those who care about the future of their

country. How can wa train our youth to a full appreciation

of Canadian nationhood? Ten years ago, What Cullure?
What Herltage? called the state of Canadian Studles a
“national disgrace.” Teaching Canada for the ‘80s as-
sesses the progress of a decade and sets forth a program

for the future. it presents the challenge of the "80s to
Canadian educators. $5.95

Three Boolts on Labor
by Robert M. Laxer

Unlons and the Collective Bargaining Procass Is a baslic
text on the structura and operation of unions and thelr
interaction with management. Unfon Organization and
Strikes gives four case studies of major Strikes that
contributed |0 establishing union recognition and security
in Canada. Technofogical Change and tha Work Force
puts the focus an Canada' s experience of the continuing
industrial revelution. $3.95 each.

Orders of 520 and under must be prepald.

Write to: Publications Sales
The Onlario Institute for Studies in Education
222 Bloor Strest west
Toronto, Ontario M5S 1V§
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EXCERPT

Men, women, and body Englisin im

Alice Munro

by Bronwen Wallace

ALICE MuNRO'S work, I belii.
recognizes that the perceptions of
women, the way women order
their lives. is mat only very
different from the way mm order
and exparience theirs, but also
powerful because of those
differences. because of their
situation a5 women.

In an interview in Chatelaine
(May, 1974), Munro said: A
snbject race has a kind of clarity of
vision and | feel that women have
always had a clarity of vision that
men were denied. And. in a way.
this iS a gilt: i, goes along with
lack of power..,.”

We arc never far from the
parsistent reality of physical bad-
icr in Aunro's development of
character. Women’s bodies
chunged and marked by child-
bii. fat, grimy skin, the smells
of hair and braath and sweat, these
are as much a definition of the
churacters as their thoughts, their
beliefs. and their interactions.
Thii is particnlarly powerful in
relation to her explorations of how
women come to terms with them-
selves as physical beings, their
sexuality and their relations to
men. It Rows directly, | believe.
from the statement quoted earlier
about the **clarity of vision® af-
forded ta women by their position
in society. In this case, it relates
more specifically to their
particular hidqy, which allows
women to confront directly both
their velnerability and their ability
to remain In touch with many
layers Of experience (the self as
duughter, potential mother). OR
the other side. men, in becoming
part of a patriarchal culture, learn
to deny their vulnerability; they
are foreed to deny those weaker.
younger selves that were once
dominated by the woman as
mother. This recognition cd the
differance between women’s abil-
ity to maintain their various
selves, and men’s need to deny or
control them. opzrates in a power-
ful way in Munro’s development
of several themes.

As Del Jordan in Lives of Girls
and Women explores her develop
Ing sexuality, she is able to hold
its many aspects together because,
at the same time, she is always
aware of her body. She worries
about being fat; she loves books
‘‘where the hercine’s generous
proportions were tenderly, erotic-
ally described.”” She thinks of
herself romantically, ceremo-
niously: ““I liked looking at the
reproduction of Cezanne’s ‘Bath-
ers’ in the art supplement of the
encyclopedia, then a, myself
naked in the glass. But the insides
of my thighs quivered; cottage
cheese in o transparent sack.”
Ad zlthough she enjoys literary
descriptions of sex, she
comments: “Books always
compared it to something else.
never told about it by itself.""

I, is this solid understanding, 1
think, that makes Del’s response
to her mother’s grave speech
about the lives of girls and wom-
en, her rejection of its assumption
that women are somehow dam-
ageable and in need of protection,
more than adolescent bravado. Or
perhaps, her response forces us (o
recognize that adolescent bravado
hes a solid base in reality. For she
seems to understand not only the
limitations, but also the powers of
her body and this understanding is
the key to her view ofthe selation-
ship with Gamet French:

Nothing that could be said by us
would bring us together; words
were our epemies. What we
knew about each other was only
going o be confused by them.
This was the knowledge that is
spoken of as “‘only sex™ OF
“‘physlcal attraction.’ [ was
surprised, when | thought about

it = am surprised still — at the

lip. even disparaging tone that

is taken, as If this was some-

thing that couid be found easily,

every day.

Again. something is acknowl-
edged here, something that many
women, in our attempts to build
““enfightened"* relationships with
men, tend to minimize or even
deny. But because Del does not
deny it, because she acknowl-
edges its power as well as iis
limits, she is able to resist when
Gamnet altempts to move the rela-
tionship to another level. as he
does in the final baptizing scene:

I fele amazement, not that [ was
fighting with Gamet but tha

anybody could bave made such

a mistake, to thick he had real

power over me. I was too

omazed to be angry, 1 forgol to
be frightened, it scemed to me
impossible that he should not
understand that all the powers |

graoted him were in play, thathe
himself was == in play, that [
meant to keep him sewed up in

his golden loves's skin forever,
even If five minutes before 1 had

talked about marrying him. This

was as clear as day to me, and I

opened my mouth to say what-

ever would make it clear to him;
and I saw that he knew it all
already.

Game, has seen the true nature
of thelr relationship and its limita-
tions, but his initial reaction has
been to deny il. to move beyond it
by controlling Del either through
marriage, or, as she realizes in the
vrater, by possibly drowning he,.
In doing se, he denies as well that
self which existed within the rela-
tionship as a golden. playful
lover. Del does neither. She

aliow's the relationship as part-of
her experience and her place in it
as part of herself. Her realization
that i, is we, is no, a denial of its
importance nor of Garnet's.

Men and women inhabit
different worlds: they grant and
withhold power; they struggle and
cause each other pain. In explor-
ing male-female relationships,
Munro does not deny that wotnen
suffer, that women are vulnerable.
But her women have as well a
sense of strength and power that
has to do directly with the fact that
they do not deny any part of their
experience or reject any parl of
themselves. €1

This excerpt is adapred from an
essay by Bronwen Wallace in The
Human Element, a collection of
critical pieces on Canadian
writing, film. and thentre, edited
by David Helwig. It will be pub-
lished by Oberon Press in late
September.
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magazine.
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The University of Western Ontario
PRESIDENT'S MEDAL AVARDS

$1,000 plus a medal will be awarded in each of
four categories for work dons in 1978. Prizes will
be awarded in the Spring of 1979.

1. Literary award for poetry or short story in
English published in a Canadian periodical.
2. Scholarly award will be for an article in
English for the general reader published in a
Canadian learned journal.
3&4, Two articles, one in French, the other in
English, of outstanding excellence pub-
lished in a Canadian general interest

Enquiries and submissions by authors,
editors and publishers should be sent
(by 31st January, 1979) to:

Dean J.G. Rowe,

The Faculty of Arts,

The Unlversity of Western Ontario,
London, Ontario.
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Look
outward,
Engel,
now

An old

admirer of

Marian Engel

melts with

ruth on finding

a warm talent

for universality
confined to barracks
In the Wasp garrison

by Val Clety

The Classy Sea. by Marian Engel
MeClelland & Stewart. 160 pages, 51
cloth {ISBN 0 7710 3084 3).

LET ME CONFESS that | am a” Engelophile of
long standing. | may weil have coined the
phrase. “Not Engel, but Angel.” 1 met
Maria” Engel in London in the early 1960s,
long before she ever trod the fields of
CanLit. | thought No Cluuds of Glory (and
no matter what it has been rechristened
sineey was a Fair and promising first shot.
The Honeyman Festival more than
confirmed that promise. And Monodromos
robustly promised much. much more. But
Buur.1 just couldn't. Every writer is
entitled to exploit at least one brainwave.
and Engel cannot be begrudged whatever
popularity and pmtit her coup may have
brought her. But Bear was an anomaly, a
Conceit in novel’s clothing; had Engelnot
reined in her notoriously sardonic sense of
irreverence, it might have emerged asa
brilliant sutire.

Successes such as Bear impose the
problem of encores. The Glassy Sea turns
out. alas. to be another Conceit. But a
Conceit so self-indulgently prim as to raise
the suspicion that it is an act of contrition
fur the sensual excess of Bear. It is a tale,
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for all the convolutions of its telling, of smail
compass. And how much of the fullness of
Engel can you balance on the point of
needle? The narrative and epistolary heroine
of the book relates, at various retrospective
removes, her passage Fmm a tight-budgeted
upbringing in small-town Ontario, en-
livened occasionally by hymn-singing in the
local United Church; through a bookish
higher education at aBaptist university; and
on toa vocational involvement with a
community of genteel and geriatric
Anglican nuns in London, Ontario. The
sedate community, which appears to have
little spiritual or practical point, disin-
tegrates; she is farmed off as an aw pair to an
affluent Anglican Family in Toronto, where
eventually she is shuffled into the mortal
coil of marriage to a Wasplsh lawyer who.
to Put it bluntly. is a creep. The demands of
maternity and of keeping up appearances
drive her to drink and scandalous behavjour.
After a divorce, she is exiled toa cottage in
the Maritimes where. with the aid of
solitude, nature. and a shadowy Anglican
emissary. regeneration sets in. In the end
she returns to the nunnery’s old mansion in
Londan, there to serve as sister superior to
a projected women's shelter.

More than enough nostalgic syrup has
been tapped from the roots of Ontario
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society already. However cleanly Marian
Engel may write, however efficiently she
may resurrect the topical trivia of the 1940s
and 1950s, ho- accurately she may
reflect the residual Victorianism of Ontario
Protestants. theexercise must remain super-
fluous and futile if it is informed by
sentiment only and not by astringent
objectivity. This is pious restoration, a
provincial pastiche of George Eliot; the
stifled literature of tbe Wasp garrison,
where nothing is forgotten and little is
learned.

Ne cherchez plus mon coeur, les bétes
l'ont mangé. IF it had not been consumed.
my heart would be brokep by having to
criticize so rudely a Canadian writer whom I
consider the imaginative superior of
Laurence and Atweod, | suspect that this
novel, like Bear, will be hailed in certain
quarters as & masterpiece, a reaction that
will refleet more accurately the limitations
of some Canadian critics than the true
potential of this Canadian navelist. The
prospect of another CanLit coup for Marian
Engel deepens my depression; now she may
never escape the vicious circle of
regionalism and reach out for the warm
universality to which her talent and zest
entitle her. Only in Canada. you say?
Pity. O


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Marian+Engel
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Publishing in
a dirty decade

Fun Tomorrow, by John Gray, Mac-
millan, 300 pages, $16.95 cloth {ISBN
7770517102).

By MALCOLM LESTER

I RECALL HEARING John Gray speak in
public only once. It was some years ego.
when he wv introducing Sii Harold Mac-
millan (then head of Macmillan of England
and Gray's boss) as the after-dinner speaker
utan annual publishers’ dioner. The mem-
ory of this. to me. rather sententious
introduction of the former British prime
minister caused me to begin Fun
Tomorrow with a bit of apprehension. My
fear was unjustified. Gray’s autobiography
is both a delightful reminiscence and a
fuscinating account of Canadian publishing
in the 1930s.

The first section of the book deals with
Grays childhood and education. but the
facus is not on university-Gray flunked out
of the University of Toronto. being more
concerned with fraternity life and hockey
than studying — but on Lakefield, the private
boys’ schaol near Peterborough, Ont. Gray
had been educated there a3 2 young boy, and

it was there that he returned to teach after
leaving college, while siill in his early 20s.

The last section coneerns Gray’'s experi-
ences in the Second World War. He was in
the reserves andsaw active duty asa
counter-intelligence officer in France and
Holland. While the stories in both these
sections fre interesting and entertaining, the
meat of the book (and. for me. the most
important part) is the middle, which deals
with Gray's years at Maemillan before 1939
and with publishing in Canada during the
Depression.

Then, as now. the bulk of Canadian
business was in educational publishing.
Gray joined Macmillan in 1930 asan
educational raveller, which meant that he
travelled the breadth of the eountry drum-
ming the titles on Macmillan’s list to school
officials and, more importantly, trying to
obtain the inside track to provincial text-
book adoptions.

One such adoption cavsed a major con-
troversy. The four Western provinces had
invited publishers to tender for aset of
readers to be used throughout the elemen-
tary schools of all four provinces. Because
of the cost of the tender. Macmillan and
Ryerson Press joined in a co-publishing
venture. The first of their Canada Books
series won out for grade 7 in Alberta and an
initial order of 10,000 books was shipped.
Then theroof Fell in. Another joint publish-
ing venture, Gage and Nelson, which had
lost out in the Alberta decision. maintained
that many examples in the Mae-
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millan/Ryerson text had been plagiarized
from American texts that Gage distributed
in Canada. Gage end Nelson threatened a
lawsuit. Gray, in a nest bit of diplomacy,
managed to affect a compromise that
satisfied both hi competitors and the Al-
berta goverament.

The story is relevant today on several
counts. For one thing, it shows that joint
publishing ventures are not a relatively new
phenomenon; for another, it highlights the
current issue of accountability in publish-
ing: How far should a publisher go in
checking the materiel supplied by the repu-
ted “‘experts,” its authors? And the issue
raises an interesting notion of the prop-

rietorship of copyright material. Macmillan
and Ryerson, to gaina competitive advan-
tage, denied their compelitors access to the
work of any author who they directly
published or who they represented under
agency arrangements in Canada. Under
Gray's compromise solution to the
plagiarism problem, though, Macmillan
agreed to relax its hold onthese copyrights.
Educational salesmen in those days
travelled across Canada by train, and thus
John Gray hada unique panoramic view of
the dehumanizing effects of the Depression.
His writing hen is social history at its best-
and iS particularly incisive in his description
of the abortive 1935 march by the unem-
ployed to Ottawa. Beginning in Vancouver,
and growing bigger and more powerful as it
rolled eastward, the marchwasseenasa
threat to the stebility of the East. until it was
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The Worlts of Joseph Légaré, by John R. Porter with
the collaboration of Jean Trudel.

A major work on the most important Canadian artist of
the early 19th century in French Canada.

An extremely influential painter and connoisseur (he
opened the first public gallery in Canada in 1833), the
controversial Légaré was a model citizen and impas
sioned patriot who supported Papineau in the Rebell
ion of 1837-1838.

An invaluable catalogue raisonné includss all the
known works-including those lost or deslroyed.
(Pub. date: September ‘78. 300 pp., 228 b/w, 8 col,,
index. English and French eds. $29.95.)

Walter J. Philllps: A Selection of Hle Works and
Thoughts. by Michael J. Gribbon

The first lull-length biographical and critical study ever
to be published on this important Canadian pioneer in
calour woodcuts. Phillips was a noked water-colourist
and taught in Winnipeg, Banff, and on the West Coast,
but it was his perfection of the ¢olour woodcut that
brought him international fame.

(Pub. date: September ‘78. 88 pp., 40 b/w. 6 col.,
index. bilingual $4.95.)

Twenty-Five African Sculptures, edited by
Jacqueline Fry.

An unusual and intriguing catalogue of an important

exhibition of works drawn from Canadian collections.
Thirteen specialists comment on sub-gaharan

masterworks -masks, statuary, and architectural de-
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National Museums of Canada

tails -and Dr Fry gives us new insight into sculpture
in the African tradition.

(Pub. date: September ‘78. 192 pp., 109 biw, 1 col.,
map and diagram, index, bilingual. 819.95.)

Suzor-Cété: Winter Landscaps, by Jean-Rend
Ostiguy.

(No. 12 in the NGC Masterpiece series. Pub. date:
October ‘78. 36 pp., 13 ill,, 2 ¢ol., bilingual. 82.50.)

Available from your local bookstore or
Natlonal Museums of Canada,
Mall Order,
Ottawa, Canada 1A ORI8
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brutally smashed by the RCMP in Regina.
Gray writes: “ The country which appeared
towant this to happen [the smashing of the
much] now behaved like a killer who didn’t
know the gun was |loaded.”

Though we get entertaining anecdotes of
some of Macmillan's best-known authors of
the 19303, such as Grey Owl and Mazo dela
Roche. Gray issilentaboutthe businesssde
of publishing. We learn virtually nothing
about Macmillan’s sales turnover, the per-
centage Of trade versus educational sales

(Have things changed much in 40 years?),
and particularly the relationship of Maemil-
lan of Canada to its head office. Gray refers
to a “‘director in charge of Canadian
company affairs in London.' What was the
role of thii director? Did all editorial
decisons have to bereferred to him? How
autonomous was the Canadian operation?
And how did John Gray feel about being a
branch-plant publisher? But thisis a minor
cavil in thelight of a thoroughly enjoyable
life story. O

ST T AL T w
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JOHN MORGAN GRAY

John Gray died in mid-August afteralong
fight with cancer and without completing
1 the second volume of ks MeMoirs. Can-
| ada haslosta distinguished publisher, m
"| gentleman, and an important book.
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AM becomes Elecira

In John Reeves’ satirical detective story,
the real victim is the pathetic CBC itself

by Wayne Grady

Murder by Microphone, by John
Reeves, Doubleday, 192 pages, $8.95 clath
{ISBN 0385 14217 x).

LIKE aLL Goop detective novels. this fourth
book by John Reeves (not the photo-
grapher). is more than simply a detective
novel. It isan often penetrating analysis of
our society by a writer who happens to
regard crime and punishment as the under -
lying metaphors for the human condition.
Reeves has aimost achieved that rare blend
of a compelling thriiler with an effective
satirethat isalso satisfying from a literary
point of view, and with a few more revisions
and a good editor he might have pulled it
off.

First thethriller. Henry Midden, the
general manager of CBC-Radio. is found
dead in his office on Tuesday morning.
Inspector Coggin and Sergeant Sump iso-
late five suspects. each of whom isinter-
viewed, investigated. and found to have had
bath motive and opportunity. It isthe

opposite of the sealed-room conundrum,

but equally familiar territory to readers of
early Innes or |ate Christie. Coggin and
Sump sift dowly and methodically through
spadeful after spadeful of evidence of the
CBC’s incompetence and internecine
hatchet-work until rhe solution comes to
Coggin, not implausibly, in a dream.

By thistime. however. solving the actual
murder has become a secondary concern. a
transpareat framework for what Reeves
clearly perceives to be his main purpose:
mounting a withering. often scandalous.
ahvays deliciousattack on the CBC itself.
The five suspects. all top executivesin line
for Midden's job. are: a disllusoned clerk
whose daughter has been made pregnant by
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Midden; an impotent PR man whose wifeis
on permanent loan to Midden; & director of
AM who receives kickbacks from the free-
lancers he hires; a lesbian who had been
raped by Midden and who then blackmailed
him into making her director of FM; anda
reformed alcoholic who is being black-
mailed by am& prostitute. Middesi is hated
by everyone in the CBC, and his killer has
done Canadian broadeasting a tremendous
favour, having committed not so much a
blood-spilling as a blogd-letting. (One be-
3ins to suspect a mass conspiracy & Ja

rient Express until one realizes that such g
synapsis would. require a degree of
co-operative efficiency unknown in the
CBC, Reeves contends, since the
mid- 1950s).

On yet a third level the novel is about
words, as most good novels are. One of
Copgin’s early cogitations links the thriller
with the satire: “ Eventually the erippling of
the language must be attended by acrippling
of mind and morale. . . lie was convinced
of the connection: crime flourished as
language decayed.” This interesting
hypothesis explains the particularly sharp
barbs Reeves heaves atthe: CBC: as
Canada’s foremost medium of national
culture, the CBC has a special obligation to
ensure the survival (or invention) of a
national identity based on, in the case of
tadio at |east, the proper use of language; to
preserve, in its own way. the kind of oral
tradition that the authors of the Homeric
poems were preserving in theirs. Reeves
book is shot through with references to the
CBC'smoral and even practical corruption.
to its sacrificing of quality for ratings. its
relegation of anything thought to resemble
culture tourban FM, leaving as AM’s

constituency “ the broad mass of middle-
class Canadians rho lii background
music. unprotracted news bulletins. gener-
ous helpings of high-profile professional
sports. and gossip.” and of the process
whereby all **serious drama and music were
being torpedoed by managerial philis-
tinism."’

Unfortunately the book itsalf istor pedoed
by haste and polemic. The several layers
remain several; they seem to exist together
as separate provinces, occasionally joined
by bridges but always on different sides of
the stream, Each chapter, for example, is
prefaced by a parody, often brilliant, of a
CBC programming schedule, but never
does the parody have any direct bearing on
the main action, other thana simple chrono-
logical coincidence. Ibsen’s dictum —
never hang a pair of pistols on the wall in
Act | unless you intend to shoot someone
with them in Act HI -seemsto have been
ignored in favour of amore Aristotelian
interpretation of unity.

But whatever jts literary shortcomings,
the book has obviously been written by a
man with a mission. Beneath the potboiler,
behind the satire. Reevesismaking a

serious charge. He will no doubt wait a long
lime before excerpts fmm this novel are read
on Anthology. O
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25-312 Journoyo: A Cano-

I=n Poitom, Charles Tay-
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cze Gordon™ mn Kharlourn.
Liany ilustrations $14.95.

1307-Romamboring thao
Fcrm. Altan Anderson. In
their onn powerfal viords.
Canadians tafk about the
special quality of hie and
v:3tk on the land A de-
corved bestsellar lllus-
trated 51285
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1472-Out of tho Shadovio.
W AB Dougtas & Breralon
Greanhouvs Tha only com-
prehenswe history of Can-
2daz gprcud rele i the
Second \Vorld \War. Very
readable 151 idlustrations.
014 85
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1433-Tho Dilonna Years.
Piarro Borton. The camplate
story of the Quints and the
people and evenls that
surrounded thesr satrange,
sad lwes in the Thirtiea.
lustrated. $12.50.

[

1471-Cloza to tha Sun
Again. Morley Callaghan.
The masiers newest navel.
The lite of Ira Groome, WWII
naval officer and preasnt-
day vwelder of political and
money power. Compulsive-
ly readable $5.95.
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1302-Crafic  Cancda, Tho
Usclul Arto, Una Abrahem-
son. A beautifully illuatrated
book displaying Canada’s
rich crat heritage. $19:85.

et
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1469-One Conada Vel Iil.

John Dielenbaker. The
Chilels controversinl ac-
count of Canadian politics
ifrom 1962 to 1867. Ac-
curajely aubtitled “The
Tumultugus Years™. MHius-
traded. §15.95.

[

1434-Dancing Girs. The
celebrated first publizshed
collection of Margaret At-
wood's poweriul shorl slor-
ies."Probes and exposses...
always with compassion
our.” $12.95.
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1508-Raod Lighte on the
Prolrdss. James H. Gray.
Marvellous Lrue tales about
1usty, lonely young menand
tha brothals, girls and
madams who comiorled
them when our Wastern
citles were new. $9.50.

the Best Canadizmns *

...j

11E0-Nol In Vaoin. Texi by C.
P. Stacey. Magnilicent pho-
tos by Ken Ball which show
iha 1944-45 Canadian bat-
tehields of Europe as they
ware and asthey look today.
§9.95.

1333-Folklore of Canada.
Myths, legends. tall tales,
homa remadies, kids' songs
and slories. folksongs - a
rich delving into thelife and
saul of the extraordinary
common folk of this fand.
512.85.
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Take THREE of Canada’s Best
for Just $4.95¢
Save up to $45.05 Right Now
im the Readers’ Club of Canada!
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1417-A Queation of Pri-
vilcge. Carolyn Gossage's
fagcinaing. oMen funny
msida story ol Canada’s
preshgeous privateschools,
Full of surprizes. Musteated.
$15.00

1510-QngHoll of Roborigen

Devies. Provocative pro-
nouncements on a diversity
of sublects by Canada’s
eminent man of letiers.
Polighed, villy, elegant and
enertainjng. $10,85.
o-strings-attached

trial membershin in Canada’s own book club. The books on
this page are typical of the offerings of the only Canadian

buol: club. And you can have any three of them for just
S4.95 with your trial membership.

The Readers’ Club is owned and operated by Canadians
to serve the distinctive requirements of thoughtful Cana-
dian readers. Now. with the help of the Secretary of State
and the Canada Council. the Club is able to enroll additional

members.

The Club offers you the carefully-chosen best of the
new and important Canadian books. There is no member-
ship fee. and no minimum purchase requirement - you buy
us fevs or as many books as you please. ’

Lots to gain. and nothing to lose . .

introductory books today!

. choose your

Trensury. Selectad by Ralph
L. Curry. Three decades of
the besl of Canadian
humour. $11.95.

1473-The Viars. Timothy
Findley. A powarful. com-
peling =nd unforgettable
novel about the destruction
ol a wel=born young
Canadian In the madness ol
WWI. Governor Genaral's
Award winner. $9.95.
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1399-L3nx Bralthvnlto's On-
{ario. From Kirkland Lake to
Niagara Falls. from Loyalist
refugeas 1o Toronto restau-
rateurs,.a loving portrait of
Ontario’s ten regions. lltus-
trated. $10.00.

1072-Tho Divinors. Mar-
garet Laurance. The iward-
winning story of Morag
Gunn, woman, wrider, moth-
ar. sodial outcast and
daughter of Manawaka,
Man. $10.00.

1488-k1eClure: The Chino
Years. Munros Scolt. The
besiselling account ol the
GChinsse adveniures of the
asiounding medical mis-
asonary who became lhe
first lay Moderator of the
United Church. MHiusiratad.

1474-Tha Rovengo of tho
Meothodlst Bleyela Cam-
poany. Christopher Arm-
girong & H.V, Nelles. About
Toronlo's Sunday stresicar
controversy In the 1880's. A
rollicking romp through a
histarical by-way, Clty of
Toronlo Book Award Vin-
ner. lilusirated. $12.95.
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The Readers' Clnb of Cana
33 Britan Street, loronto,

((!ll}ltario MSA 323 i

Enroll me in the Readers” Club and send me the three books | have
indicated by number in the boxes below. 1 encdlose $4.95 (eheque
or m.o.) as payment in full for my introductory choices. Send me
Cariadian Reader cach month, describing lorthecoming Selections

and other important new Canadian books. If 1 wish to receive a |
Sclection, | need’ do nothing. Otherwise 1 will pive you my instruc- |
tions on a form which is always provided. [ can buy as few or as
many books through the Club as 1 please. [ will benefit from the
Club’s Bonus Plan. 1 will be offered frequent savings on my pur-
chases, And [ may resign from the Club at any time without penalty. |
MY INTRODUCTORY SELECTIONS:
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“..an intriguing book tensely
written, easy to read...”
Gerald Lampert

by AUSTIN CLARKE

$2.25

A treacherous struggle for
power, in a small developing
nation.
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Laurels
by Hardy

The Scarlet Mantle, by W.G. Hardy,

Macmillan. 462 pages, $12.59 cloth {ISBN
0 7705 1567 3).

‘ SECOND PRINTING
| SEPTEMBER 1978

DUDLEY COPLAND’S
LIVIRGSTONE
OF THE ARCTIC

With a A P-f‘"‘-“ e p
1 tareword by $ \.,\ s,,-:ff.ﬁi
AY. Jackson By 5N .
The stary of }(.:‘w:: ; --;-.1
the first resi- e TN

dent physi- gyt

cian to the i o 1
Inuit (Eskimo)

and the Arc- Yikialin
tic’s first dairy HHADTE
farm des- M Eﬂ.-gr;hb‘ tn
cribeg  the ‘e i

amazing career of Dr. Leslie Living-
atone who. alter his internship at
St.Luke’s Hospital in Ottawa.. was
appointed surgeon of the Canadian
Government expadition ship “ARC-
TIC" which took him north for four
annual voyages.

16 lllustrations including 3 maps.

Cosebound @ 4" X @ 4" 208 pages$12 85
Saft Cn:er a 'y X a " 208 pages$ 7.96

- Canadian Century Publisherd
) Q.'_-

{Established 1963)

P.Q. BOX 129, Lancaster, Ont
Canada ICOC 1MO
Tel.: N.J. Walsh

{613) 347-3540
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By J.A.8. EVANS

THERE WaS A time when a fait percentage of
our high-school students learned Latin and
worked their way through large sections of
Julius’ Caesar's Gallic Wars, They leamed
about gerundives, purpose clauses, Ver-
cingetorix, and that all Gaul is divided into
three pasts, and | suspect that they were
better for il. But they did not learn about
Julius Caesars mistresses, the private life of
the Roman soldier, or the back-room deals
that prevaded pelitical life in the last years
of the Roman republic. The Romans, as
they emerged in Latin classes, tended to be
virtuous creatures, though more given to
public weeping than they would have been
had they been enrolled as Boy Smuts at a”
early age. Now. however, we have The
Scarlet Mantle to correct our adolescent
impressions.

What's the plot? Well. that’s a problem.
The raw material for this sort of thing is nat
entirely tractable. There are only SO many
tiberties thet a conscientious author ean take
with history, and George Hardy, who was a
classics professor. has’a conscience. But
other writers have shown the way. Robert
Graves merely rewrote Tacitus’ Annals for
|. Clandins, adding some sex anda
ghoulish Liiia, and for Count Belfsarius he
hardly bothered to rewrite Procopius®
Historles. Hardy’'s raw material is Caesar's
own War Commentaries; what he adds to
the mix is a touch or two from Cicero’s
private correspondence. some inside
knowledge fmm The Raman Revolution by
Ronald Syme, who knew why the republic
collapsed better than the Romans them-
selves. and. of course, sex. Caesar tells us
nothing-about the capabilities of his penis.
Hardy does. and Lshould hesitate to con-
tradict him on Ihst point.

So Caesar conquers Gaul. raids Britain,
and puts downs desperate Gallic rebellion.
It is a bloody business. One wishes that
there was an Anti in the Gallii forests to
rout the Roman legions just once. But
history must go on along its ruthless path.
Back in Rome, political factions man-
oeuvre, and a vain, aging Pompey emerges
as the Senate’s generalissimo, chose” to
crush Caesar. The rival armies fight it out in
the Balkans. Pompey might have won, had
he bee” more devil-may-care, but he had a
streak of failure in his character, and he
went down to defeat in spite of his great
competence. He fled to Egypt and was
slaughtered by the advisers of Cleopatra’s
young brother Ptolemy, the king of Egypt.
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As for Caesar, he pursued Pompey to
Egypt. and as the book ends, he is in
Cleopatra’s bed.

Well. there is more to history than that,
and more to fiction. too. This novel is at best
2 minor masterpiece. But it swings its wry
over a wide landscape, and chronicles one
of the most lively decades of the Western
world’s part, when the Romen cepublic
collapsed into civil war. and in the process
tuns up a clutch of characters who have
become famous figures in literature. Here
they are: Cleopatra; beefy Mark Antony:
Caesar's misiress Servilia, who was also the
mother of Marcus Brutus, who was to be
Caesar’s assassin. Here is Cato, whoused to
be treated asa republican hem a century
ago, and now is made simply into a Senator
Jae McCarthy. And there is also Hardy’s
addition: @ common soldier named Fadius,
who fights in the ranks, and like the Viet
Nam veterans, asks himself some questions
about what the war is for. It is nice to make
his acquaintance. O

Shaped by
environment
and self-abuse

Red Dust, by W. D. Valgardson, Obe-
ron Press, 126 papes. _$12.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 88750 259 8) and $5.95 paper

USBN 0 88750 260 ]},

rl in Gingham, by Job” Metcalf,

Oberon Press, 154 pages, $12.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 88750 266 2) and $5.95 paper

(ISBN 0 88750 267 0).

By MICHAEL SMITH

W. D, VALGARDSON'S short stories — of
which this is the third fine collection —
locate their soul in and around the Jce-
landic-Canadian fishing settlement of

-Gimli, Man.. where Valgardson grew up.

Characters with such names as Helgi, Axel,
and Valdi populate an Interlake district that
shares its mythic fertility with Alice
Munro's Wingham, Clack Blaise's Florida,
Alistair MacLead’s Cape Breton, and Mar-
garet Laurence’'s Manawaka. Even when
Valgardson writes about the American
south — changing the names to Qrville,
Zeke, and Lester — the values of the
Interlake still prevail.

Orville. in the title story “Red Dust.” is
an impoverished seratch farmer, similar to
the northern farmers and fishermen. Like
them, he’s brutalized by a climate that
parches crops one year and freezes them the
next. He's guided by elemental needs —
saving face in front of his neighbours, for
instance, or having freedom to hunt when he
wants to- to a degree that erases any moral
shadings. Like Solmi, the fisherman in
“December Bargaining.” he’s single-
mindedly one-dimensional; if you take
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away his equipment, he becomes nothing.
When Orville can’t raise the money by other
means. he trades his 14-year-old niece fore
good hunting bitch.

Most of the other characters in these
seven stories live in a Grimmish fairy-tale
realm that's emphasized by their old-world
names. their wiles and superstitions. An
anonymous pedlar in “A Place of One’s
Own™ is covered with tatieos, and fiddles
with almost enchanting style. In *‘Skald™ a
young woman's pet is infected after expos-
ure to @’ old women whose presence seems
more mysterious than simply her own dog's
distemper. A father in “Celebration” is so
fuddled by drink and a blizzard that in his
rushto get his wife to the hospital he forgets
he’s left his children in en unheated shack.
There’s little wonder thata young Indian
refuses to grieve for his deed brother in
“Beyond Normal Requirements” = com-
menting instead that, “For him. it's over.”
After the same youth studies Hamler, he
tells his white teacherit means “nothing”
to him. Introspection is evidently reserved
for outriders. who can't understand how
environment dictates the fetes of its in-
males.

By conteast. the heroes of John Metcalf s
two caustic Novellas both are victims not
only of life , but also of their chronic need
to cvaluate ir. At leash that's presumably
the message behind the melodramatic end-
ing of the title story; to interpret it any other
way would makeit too self-saving and
cynical. “Girl in Gingham™ is really a

tightly crafted series of set pieces. success-
fully built on a premise es thinas television
comedy. Peter Thomton, unhappily di-
vorced, lets his married friends goad him
into joining  computer dating service. He's
matched with four hopeless “computer
compatibles” — including & middle-aged
matron who cooks salmon in herdishwasher
- but the fifth, incredibly, s out to be
perfect. When they finally meet in akitschy
seafood restaerant, their evening ends in
disaster.

The other novella, “'Private Parts: A
Memoir,” begins with one of the narratot’s
earliest sexual memories — the sight of en
idiot’s huge, Hereford-rle genitals — and
proceeds through his adolescence in post-
war England. He spends lots of time in
“*feracious self-abuse” —~known es “‘wank-
ing” among his schoolboy chums—alternat-
ing with bouts ofself-foathing, prompted by
his hysterically repressive Methodist
mother. Metcalf's pace is almost flawless
until Pat Two (the 1ast third of the text) in
which the adult narrator, after a gap in the
story of more than 20 years, ruminates on
his penile shortcomings. Metcalf meant, |
think, to show how the mother has stunted
her son’s urgent spirit, but at this he
succeeds too well. Nothing bores like the
ordinary; after three readings, I'm con-
vinced a tough editor would have cut it

In **Private Parts”’ Metcalf also shows an
annoying tendency to build toaclimax, then
leave the reader. well, dangling. When, for
example, the teenaged narrator drunkenly

vomits into his friend’s father's hi-f— which
they'd specifically been forbidden to use -
the story skips on to a new section without
ever telling es what happened next. Val-
gardson sometimes ends his stories on a
hanging note too, but their motion is 50
relentless that we know exactly what will
happen, and are usually horrified et the
thought. O

More’s the pity
im Plumn ]B’uh]%

Tangle Your Web and Desey-Do, by
Helen Levi, Queenston House. 148 pages,
$10.95 cloth (ISBN 0 919866 36 0).

By DAVID MACFARLANE

HELEN LEVI’S first novel, A Small Informal
Dance, was a gentle, wonderfully under-
stated account of life in a small town in
Manitoba. Charming is perhaps the word
that best describes . If. es one eritic said.’
the book is too comfortable, it would seem
that Levi never intended it to be anything
else. Witha story that only emerges here
end there amidst the cluster of carefully
drawn characters, the aura of uneventful
comfort is that of an intimist painting. If the
prose lacks the brilliance and tacit sadness
of Alice Munro, Levi’s quiet humour and

2 volumes

student.

1920 pp., thousands of full colour illustrations

NEW OXFORD ILLUSTRATED DICTIONARY

This magnificent new edition of the Oxford fllustrated
Dictionary has full eolour photographs and artwork on every
page. The photographs reflect the enormous range of the
contents. They include maps, charts, diagrams and specially
commissioned paintings of animals, trees and plants,
as well as thousands of photographs of people
and places mentioned in the text. Unique
among Oxford dictionaries by virtue of
its illustrative content, the Mew

Oxford lllustrated Dictionary will

be an indispensable source of pleasure
and learning for every family, library and
It has all the virtues of a great Oxford
dictionary and all the varied delights of a great encyclopedia.

$69.50
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1088 pp.

F THE POCKET OXFORD DICTIONARY 6th. edition

This new edition has been thoroughly revised and reset and contains 19,000 headwords and 49,000
vocabulary items. Its coverage of the English language amply justifies The Guardian’s review of the
fifth edition as a ‘pocket of social history.’

$9.75
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MOST SECRET WAR

Novs, for the first time, R.V. Jones
presents his account of the British
Scientiflc Intelligence during

World War I1. Much of hiswerk ha.,
to do with radlo navigation. asin
the Battle of the Beams, radar and in
preparations for D-Day. It was
Jones who received the'Oslo Report.
the war's most sensational infor-
mation leak fmm ensmy-held
territory. and It was he who prompted
the Bruneval Raid.

51595

', . .a fasolnating account of a little-
inown part of the war between
3ritaln and Germany,” Toronto Star.

. ..one of the greatest books dealing
uith modem human combat,”
4amilton Spectator.

"...lilkkely to be hailed as the most
ascinating, startling and authorltative
yook Of 1978,” The Bookseller.

A ¢ Better Bookstores
Everywhere

Nelson

consistent sense of what is and what is not
real make comparison to Munro at least
possible. Composed in a curiously minor
key. A Small Informal Dance is slight and
remarkable. Unfortunately, just how re-
markable it is has now been made apparent
with the publication of Tangle Your Web
and Dosey-De, the second part of the Plum
Bluff Kilogy. Although it is much the same
sort of book. the second fails on precisely
the ground that the first succeeded.

A Small Informal Dance seems un-
contrived enough 1o defy pigeon-holing. It
has, all the same, been described es a
comedy of manners. With as much accuracy
it could be sald that Tangle Your Web and
Dosey-Do is a situation comedy. In the
former, the narrative resonates beneath the
thoughts and daily ironies of Mrs. Andrews’
notably ordinary life. Her struggles, for
instance, to open a stubborn drawer are es
crucial as anything else in the book. In
Tangle Your Web..., however, the story is
brought more to the fore and Helen Levi's
strengths are badly upstaged, The strange
importance of a stuck drawer is missing.
The humour seems forced. The characters.
es if well aware of & setup, never relax
enough to become quite real.

And yet the story, for all the weight it
seems intent on carrying, remains some-
thing of a subplot looking for anovel. A

young widow. Dorothy Stuart, spends a
stormy night alone in a cottage near Plum
Blaff. An unknown men appears at the
door. The radio has been broadcasting
reports of asex killer on the loose and
Dorothy, naturally enough, suspects the
worst. To scare away the stranger she
invents astery about an ouirageously violent
husband. a professional wrestler, who is,
she says, asleep in the adjoining room. The
visitor eventually leaves but later turns out to
be net the murderer but Plum Bluff’s new
banker and most eligible bachelor. At
various ensuing social functions Dorothy
attempts to save face by maintaining her
story. Her life is further complicated by the
eternal presence of two disagreeable neigh-
bows whose house has burnt down and who
have become her star boarders.

By so definite a series of events il would
appear that, unlike the first book. things are
intended to happen in Tangle Your
Web.. . The discomforting aspect of this
shift is that the plot wins its prominence by
default end net through any intrinsic
strength. Possibly Levi realized that explor-
ing the comic potential of the story more
graphically would reveala structure that is.
after all, not far removed from the stuff that
Doris Day movies are made of. Perhaps
Levi pulls her comic punches simply be-
cause she does not like being noisy. What-
ever the reasons. Tangle Your Web and
Dosey-Do lacks the energy of detail end
observation that so sustained A Smail In-
Jormal Dance. And the plot. left sadly to its
own devices. is not enough to commend
attention.

Levi does manage to regain her stride or.
more accurately, her stroll in the final third
of the book. Dorothy, who from the outset
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seemed only a pale reflection of Mrs:
Andrews, begins to take en a personality of
her own. The prose becomes more relaxed
end graceful. creating its own peculiar
interest. The ambience of Plum BIluff js
allowed toseep pleasantly into thestory. All
in all, the novel ends more satisfactorily
thanil does anything else. Given the chamm
of Helen Levi at ha best, it can only be
hoped that this augurs well for the final
installment of her Kilogy. O

Land eels and
illogical ghazals

Loosely Tied Hands. by Joe Resenblatt,
Blabk Moss Press, 56 pages. $3.95 paper
ISBN 0 88753 042 7).

Anmsi, 48 pages. $5.95 pai:er (ISBN

0 88784 055 8).

By KEN NORRIS

JOE ROSENBLATT'S poetry has always been
enjoyable and interesting to reed and his
latest collection is no exception. To say that
Rosenblalt's poetry is fun is net to dismiss it
for lack of seriousness but rather to point out
that it stays away from the Canadian
traditions of dry classicism and effusive
self-indulgence. Rosenblati’s poems are as
alive and full of life as the subjects he
concerns himself with; now, afier the bees,
the eggs. the spiders, thevenus flytraps, the
electric rose, the toads. the alligators in the
coffee, end the virgins and vampires
Rosenblatt has arrived et hi celebration of
the snake. or “land eel” es he cells il. In
Loosely Tied Hands the snake appears in
many of its guises end associations, phali-
cally singing of its “solar woman from
Leamington’ in “Punk Snake Poem,”
tempting Eve to liberation in *“‘Before He
Lost The War,” becoming footwear in
“Snake Shoes,” and representing the rep-
tile that exists beneath all human life in
“The Celebration.” The poems

———
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“Philosophical Investigations®® and **There
Are Snakes Bevond Our Mvth™ counter-
point D.H. Lawrence's well-known poem
**Snake,” considering as they do the human
revulsion regarding reptilesand the experi-
ence of the snake as king of the underworld:

there are snakes who carry a luxurious
poison

stithering over a hill fo a irough

fo cmpiy a milky poison

Jromt their hot mouths

whispering: beguiled . ., beguiled. . . .

This collection of “snake’* poems contains
engaging forays into yet another branch of
the natural world end Rosenblatt’s con-
sciousness of it.

Silt Jack, John Thompson's second
collection of poetry, was completed shortly
before his death in 1976. It isa troubling and
sometimes magnificently executed sequ-
ence of poems. In Stélt Jack Thompson has
adapted the ancient Persian poetic form of
the ghazal. As he explains in the book’s
introduction: “The ghazal proceeds by
couplets which have no mecessary logical.
progressive, narrative. thematie, (or what-
ever) connection.”” What links the couplets
together is tone. nuance, so that the lyrical
unity we've grown accustomed to in the
English tradition is rendered irrelevant.
What results is not a leaping surrealism in
which the couplets are strung together to
provide strange imagistic juxtapositionings;
rather. the bringing together of disparate
materials subject to a common tone or
emotionality leads to the creation of feelings
that threaten to break open the perceivable,
objective world. Whet is revealed is “an
alien design, illogical and without sense—-
a chart of the disorderly against false reason
and the tacking together of poor narra-
lives.™

The poems in this book embody brave,
pioneering writing. Thompson's *“chart of
the disorderly” ranges far from the genteel
tradition. The illogicality he senses and
seeks to imbue his poems with is quite
frightening. But these poems, when they
succeed. grow out of the true sacred ground
of poetry. However. the book is marred by
certain posturings. At times Thompson
quite consciously talks about hi drinking
too much. his apprehension of impending
madness. the ever-present threat of suicide,
the incapacity of language tocapture whet is
essential and the failure of trying to love.
When Thompson smpn tafking about these
things he begins to evoke the emotions
attendant to his aesthetic end human con-
cerns and the poems become moving and
powerful, These are poems of darkness and
despair. of groping toward a redemptive
light that doesn’t seem to exist, yet they
affirm human existence even es the worst
depths of life ore being experienced:

Now you have burned your books: you'll go
with nothing but Your blind, stupefied
hearr.

Stilt Jack is an important. affecting book of
poems. the crucid last testament of a poet
who deserves increasing recognition for
what he has achieved. O
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Once upon
an instance

R e S R L -y Yo T A ot

Protective Footwesar, by George Bower-
ing, McClelland & Stewart, 175 pages,
$6.95 paper (ISBN 07710 1595 X).

By DAVID MeKIM

IN THE FIRST story in Profective Footwear a
famous poet attends a high school reunion
after the passage of 20 years. His antici-
pated triumph doesn’t happen. The poet
explains:

WEell. this is my story. It is always most
interesting when nothing happens. Of
course |t iS. YOU want 2 masked man
kacking away with a whippy sword. that's
nllwnys the most boring thing Of all, another
plot.

Let this bee waming to readers who require
clear story lines. Bowering’s stories are
concerned with the problems of understand-
ing the things that arent clear, the times
when nothing-that is. nothing obvious =
is happening,

Instead of plots, Bowering gives us whet
one of his narrators calls “instances result-
ing from changes or causing them.” It's

presumed here that there is some sort of
causal relation in people’slives. but al that
is certain isthat everybody is going through
changes. And so Bowing focuses on
getting the particular instances, moments,
end scenes. clear.

His approach presents difficulties. In
three stories, narrator George Delsing. a
Vancouver poet, talks about his friend,
Ebbe Coutts, Delsing says, “| have to smp
here and admit that it's herd to tell a story
about him. lie comes m me in a strange
mind picture, in which a background of
scenes, apartments, parks, beaches, are

O,

(7

moving beck and forth. . ..”" In the three
stories. that isall we get of Ebbe — mind
pictures, glimpses of Ebbe the prophet,
Ebbe the poet, Ebbe the revolutionary. One
story. all about looking for Ebbe, offers
nothing but a drawing of him by an astist
friend of Delsing’s — which would do.
except that Delsing isn’t satisfied with
detzils: he wants to get et tite **finafity” of
Ebbe. Ebbe is whole: “you don't see him
scratch hi nose like other people or rob his
eyes. he isa sure structure and he doesn’t
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need ta reassure himself. and | guess it's For
that reason | wanted to touch him.. .."
Clearly it's impossible lo tell the story of a
whole person when only fragments are
lirown. The attempt is given up: all Delsing
cur do is declare hi love For his friend.

Bowering can joke about the problems
of figuring things out. He exploits the
absurdity of lives made up of discrete
moments in a group of stories about an
Anglo-Portuguese student. We are pre-
sented with completely unrelated informa-
tion about Eduardo Williams. and then we
are told that he has confessed to six bizarre
murders. The end of this “‘curiosity,” es
Bowering culls these stories, cunsists of an
interview from death row in which Eduardo
explains — preposterously — what the
murders mean.

The chaos of the curiosities is amusing,
but many of the “‘instances’’ Bowering
presents have a desperate Feeling about
them. especially when they deat with hus-
bands and wives. In the bitter “Wings”
and “The Creator Has a Master Plan,” two
marriages dissolve in perfeet silence. The
people who know each other best are
forced to an acceptance of never understand-
ing. never being understoed. There are
moments of happiness in this collection—a
family picnics on acold beech in **Re
Union.” a father and daughter go for a
Sunday walk in the fine title story — but
they don’t depend on understanding so
much ason respect For separateness and a
ratitude For time shared. O

In the beginning
was the word

And Sleep in the Woeds: The Story of
One Man’s Spiritual Quest, by Thomas
York, Doubleday, 222 pages, 58.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 385 13236 0).

By SEAN VIRGO

IN THE 10 YEARS between Thomas York's
flight from the dmftin 1962 and his refum
lo stead irial in Arkansas, he wintered in a
New Brunswick railway shack, camped
under tarpaulin near Kingston, Ont., built a
cabin outside Barrie, Oat., meditated. fore-
swore sexuality, learned Hebrew, had a
vision of Jesus. formed a bible-study com-
munity near Whilby. Oat., and became a
United Church Minister.

He also wrote an extraordinary first
novel, We ihe Wilderness, a Faulknerian
account of the despair he had seen in the
West Coast village of Belle Belle. Unfortu-
nately he doesn't talk about that here; his
development as a writer is not within the
scope of And Sleep in the Woods.

Unfortunately, because York the writer is
a far more exiling. original. and sympa-
thetic subject, then York the ascetic visio-
nary — a Fairly repulsive fanatic whose
obvious sincerity moves me not a whit.

While he Fulfilled hi tagged, celibate, John
the Baptist number, his wife trampled
through the mud and snow from their
squalid abodes to study. teach. and keep
him — only lo be dragged away from her
job every time he Felt the call to move on.
That he acknowledges all this makes it no
less parasitical. That throughout the book he
addresses Lynn. his wife. directly as a
narrative device, may speak to their under-
standing of each other but it doesn’t to mine.

Worse still, the nearer, my God. he gets to
Thee thé further he gets Fmm good writing
(why should the devil have all the good
tunes?). | admit Freely toarevulsion at
having quasi-biblical legs hurled at me, the
reader, in block capitals: “BUT THESE
WERE MERCIFUL MEN..." If this
disqualifies me es areader of **spiriteal
quests” then enough said.

York is a startlingly fine writer when he's
not involved in rhetoric. righteousness, and
paranoia. | doubt if anyone writing in
Canada today can coverspace and time with
such adroitness, picking out vibrant and
wayward characters in & Few sentences.
responding lo landscape, evoking the ambi-
ence of a communily, involving the reader
totally.

But the bad guys in this book (most of
them rival ministers) aren't vibrant. Neither
are his Hebrew prophets. nor the tree-
burrowing Jesus who appeared to him, after
suitable invocation. one morning in the
woods. That this last experience partakes of
the ineffable is hardly am excuse for its

THE VENRGEANCE OF WOL

by Joan Seager

Jeff and his friend Buster find them-
salves the targets of some strange,
vengeful plot The breath-taking sus-
pense fses to a climax when Jeff’ s pet
owl, Wol, is stolen. An action-packed
adventurs.
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SCHOLASTIC

Presents Action, Humour and Suspense
In Three New Canadian Books

MY MOTHERMADE ME

by Sharon Brain

“There we were having a perfectly
nommal (boring) summer. And then
our mothers decided to make us into
hockey players. It tumed out to be
quite a summed” A hilarious account
of fourteénagers’ first encounter
with feminism.,

AllBooksFor Ages9-12, $1.25
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THE BLACK TUNNEL

by Susan Brown

Tom's crushing fear of the dark keeps
him fmm Passing the Initiation for a
new club. Lonely and miserable, he
meats Andrew, another outeast. The
two boys enjoy a growing friendship-
until the club decides to “break things
up”

Scholastic-TAB Publications, 123 Newkirk Rd., Richmond Hill, Ontario L4C 3G5

22 Books in Canada. August-September, 1978

P ———— L)


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Thomas+York

woodenness. The mysticat state, whether
through Teresa's erotic sword-thrusts,
Blake's luncheons with the prophets, or
Emily Dickinson's pert matter-of-factness.
A communicable, as literature and within
the Christian tradition.

Maybe York would see the aesthetics and
craft of writing as vanities in the face of the
Lord. Maybe they are. But he continues to
{unction a5 a writer as well as a minister and
— which isthe sad thing about Amd Sleep in
the Wouds — infuriating though the man
and the book are, at least two thirds of il is
vompulsive reading. O

—

Throwing up
father
Especially Babe, by R. Ross Annett,

Teee Frog Ress. 192 Pages, 59.95 cloth
(ISBN 0 88967 080 3).

By GRAHAM FORST

1N APRIL. 1938. the Satnrrday Evening Post
published the first of what was to become a
long und popular series of stories wrilten by
aschool prineipal in Consort. Sask., about a
motherless child growing up (or not
growing up — like Little Orphan Annie.
*Babe™ never ages throughout her long
literury life) in the Prairies during the
Depression. In fact, before R. Ross Annett
had finished mining the vein he had struck
with “It's Gotta Rain Sometime,” he
would write more than 70 of these stories for
the Pest during the last 25 years of itslifeas
a regular weekly. N

In 1942, the first 13 **Babe’" stories were
collected by Appleton-Century in a small,
wartime regulated edition of which the

resent volume isareprint. The stories are

ased on a commercially saleable formula,
one that would be exploited endlessly a
generation later in domestic dnmas on
television — the medium that killed the
Past. The Family is motherless. and into the
vacuum falls the usual motley of stereo-
types: the herd-nosed. well-meaning. but
domesticaly sappy dad: the shrewish live-in
“widderlady.™ who isalsoan economic
genius and *"toateress’*: the still-innocent
children, who are never precocious but can
be counted on to say the darndest things to
bring a story to a soap conclusion; a
garrulous old master home-brewer called,
inevitably, Uncle Pete; and assorted ill-
disposed representatives of the executive
branch and private sector whose humiliation
and defeat provide Anneft with most of his
plot material.

Of eourse, these stories are products of
their time and medium. Sandwiched be-
tween the Kelvinators and Congoleum, the
Studebakers and Squibb Dental Creme, the
strident articles denouncing the federal
government and the lame-brained
isolationist editorials, their untruth was
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probably less conspicuous than it appears in
this collected form. O

Amorous Al on
his ambling pad

At Marsport Drugstore. by Al Purdy,
drawings by Hugh LeRoy, Paget Press, 62
pages, $6 paper (ISBN O 920348 009),
$75 special edition{ISBN 0 920348 02 5).

By DAVID BROOK

FROM A CERTAIN disinclination on first
encountering Al Purdy’s poetry,
| have been Sowly woo over. Al Mars-
port Drugsiore helps clinch the conver-
sion, not because it is better than other
of his recent books, but because it offers
one the chance to read Purdy in a particu-
larly enlightening manner. So much of his
poetry is in the voice behind it, the slow
rhythm and bulky concord of a large ani-
mal ambling down a bush track. and this
book, a sequence of love poems. allows us
to heat that voice tanging widely over a
single theme: Marspors’s greatest virtues
are of pitch and tone.

As elsewhere in Purdy, there areé poems
that are barely rescued from the facile or
self-indolgenl by a few phrases of clear
song. Sometimes, however, the song takes
over, The volume is more than justified by
the measure and lyrical poise of “Poor,”
or the almost surreal mythic narrative that
opens “Methodology” and is for me the
newest. most exciting note that the collee-
lion strikes.

Marsport is mone economical and more
consistently lyrical than one might expect
from Purdy. |t is alsoa discipline@ and
balanced book. exploring love's perspec-
tives with equanimity, admitting love's ab-
surdities and myopia with its apotheoses. It
is likewise a good-humoured Piece, more
celebration than lament. Though we read in
“Papa Mate” that “The proper authority
for lovers is patn,”’ Purdy does not traffic
in agony. |n Marsport we are given just SO
much of pain as will lend the verse an
unobtrusive authority.

The book has its flaws: some of the
poems are tonally erratic, and there are
some old conceits that Purdy need not have
reiterated. But generally, as we can seein
the variety of uses to which even the line-
bresks are pot. a technical versatility is able
to reflect the ranges of voice and of pers-
pective to make the book a well-balanced
and Yet diversified construction. And read-
able, eminently readable. o| !

Double, double
toil and trouble
Alter Ego. by Patrick Watson. Lester &

Orpen, 320 pages, S10.95 cloth (3SBN
0919630 0.5 7.

By PHIL SURGUY

PATRICK WATSON'S Alrer Ego is the story of
aman who isforced to dea with an exact.
living reproduction of himself.

Rob Nelson. a documentary film-maker.
becomes involved in the work of a scientist
named Haig, who is developing a way of
instantly wansmitting physical objects from
one place to another. At first, the project
goes well. Rob and Haig successfully
transmit industrial diamonds, then mice
and chimpanzees, fmm one chamber to a

T . LN

THE ELEMENTS SERIES
Edited by Peter Carver

Following EARTH and AIR, FIRE is third
in this four-volume reading series designed
for high-school use and is associated with

the darker, mote primitive side of our
nature and culture. This collection of
colourful and varied Canadian writings
deals with fire in both its literal and
symbolic sense; war, revolution, crime,
passion and fire itself.

Completing the serjies, WATER examines
man’s fascination, dependency, love and
fear of that most unpredictable,
mysterious and vital element.

$4.95 paperbound
Iustrated m@
Fire 114 pages

Water available in September
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second on the other side of their |ab. There
seems to be no reason why. itshouldn’t work
with human beings. too. Yet when Haig
tries totransmit Rob. something goes wrong
and the experiment ends with a Rob step
ping out of each chamber.

It'sa good. amusingly preposterous story
premise. What daes aguy do when faced
with abeing who shares hi memory,
thoughts. instincts, and wife? Unfortu-
nately. the answer here is he does almost
nothing except yak about ir.

Watson Seems never to have made up hi
mind whether he was trying to write serious
science fiction, a blockbuster for the mess
market, or even (as eertain doll, comber-
some passages suggest) a real novel. Asa
result, the book never finds irs true direc-
tion, or achieves the dick narrative essential
to a story of thissort.

However, the book’s most disastrous
flaw is that none of the main characters is
atall interesting. Rob in particular is
nembingly tedious. and having nwe of him
nattering on and on about the meaning of his
shallow life imposes a strain that no novel
could survive.

Watson's only interesting characters are
minor ones, a young evangelist and hi
sister, Who ure. tossed into the sawdust
hopper of a plot toward the end. Their liver
and aspirations are established with such
simple clarity end genuine sympathy that
one wishes the author. instead of wasting
our time with the rest of it. had given the
whole book to them. O

All men are
blubbers in
'the melting-pot

Ahmi, by Marion Rippon. Sono Nis
Press, 178 pages, 55.95 paper (ISBN
0919462 52 9).

By TARA CULLIS

WELL, NOBODY CLAIMED it was going to be
easy. It ‘looks es if writing about the
multicultural mosaic has es many pitfalls as
living it, especially if the author chooses to
write, nor about one of the component
cultures-say English Canadian, or French
Canadian, or Eskimo, or India — bul
about al four of these at once.

Actually, Marion Rippon makes a good
stab et it in her novel Ahmi, setin tiny Sims
Settlement in northern Quebec. Thetitleis
drawn fmm en Inuit word meaning, *'It
can't be known in advance what lies beneath
the snow or beyond the horizon:” An apt
choice. In this context of four not-so-
tolerant cultures. each with differing points
of view, motivations and even ways of
thinking. innocent actions can (and do)
result in a growing tangle of misunderstand-
ing and hatred that spirals out of everyone's

control into disaster. All the topical issues
are here (and with them the danger of
triteness): the French-English conflict.
which |eads to the death of Eskimo Davides;
Acadian-Québecois rivalry; welfare and
drunkenness; Indian activism; the Eskimo
(by the way, don't we say ‘‘Inuit’” now?)
whose “greatest lesson was that he dis-
covered a deep affection for his own
environment and his own way of life”; and
the troubled adolescent Who tums against
her people: **I"'m not like you. I'm better
than all of you and I'll show you.** Rippon’s
experience writing detective novels proves
valuable in spinning these diverse threads
into an intricate plot. and tying them
together to form a suitably symbolic and
knotty close.

Unfortunately , Rippon does not leave it at
that. She means to educate us. and here the
novel falters. Conversation becomes clumsy
when forced o carry unnecessary cultural
information and narrative opinion. And
insights arising naturally fmm the action
become suddenly banal when stated di-
rectly. But worse, the recognizable narra-
tive point of view (anli-bigotry) destroys
essential irony. and the novel commits the
very sns it eriticizes. It's difficult, for
example, to continue reading a novel that
says:

She thought of the table and of Pete , and

the instinctive Wisdom of a people.

*“Qut Of the mouths Of babes.” she whis-

pered, and then she added, “and of the

Eskimo."

FIREFLY BOOKS LTD.
2 [Essex Ave., Unit 5

The best of the first two years of
HARROWSMITH, Canada's finest Eng-
lish language magazine (National Maga-
zine Awards, Grand Prize, 1977).

Intelligent articles, with an abundance
of illustrations in colour and black and
white, for hours of fine reading.

Avoid costly mistakes in buying country pro-
perty; learn how to buy a used tractor, even if
you' re an absolute greenhorn; identify free food to
be found on the roadside and in the back lot; build
yourself a beautiful log house, or the ultimate
cheap house out of cordwood; heat your home with the sun or
wood; cheesemaking; gardening; small livestock, crafts, and
much more useful information awaits you in THE HARROWSMITH READER.

For the small scale farmer or naturalist, THE HARROWSMITH READERIs
256 information packed pages for reading in the armchair by the wood stove
this fall. Only $8.95 from your favourite bookseller. (Sept. 1978)

NOW IN BOOK FORM

Thornhill, Ontario
Canada L3T 3Y7
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End of chapter! If there's irony in this
insulting paternalism, it’'s undetectable.
Similarly, the novel's anion suggests that
Eskimo personalities range from the re-
tarded to the complex. as any group’s does:
yet the narrator persists in calling them
“smple.” Left undefined. the word re-
inforces patronizing stereotypes and indi-
cates limitations of the observer, not the
observed. In short. unless suchatheme has
been thought carefully through to a new
profundity. it's best to avoid intruding the
narrator's point of view; characters and
events should appear to speak for
themselves. O

City scrapes
and Lancasters

U Toronto. by William Kurelek. Gen-
eral Publishing, illustrated. 43 pages, 58.95

1040
%ari %E%er. gy Margaret Oray, Mal-

garet Rand. and Lois Steen. Canadian
Artists Series, Gage, illustrated, 65 pages,
$12.95 cloth (ISBN 0 7715 9340 6).

By CHRISTOPHER HUME

WILLLAM KURELEK Was undoubtedly one of
tbe most curious individuals yet to have
appeared on the Canadian art scene. At the
time of his death in 1977 he was among the
best-known but most mysterious painters
in the country. Above all hewas & study in
contrasts. Ontheone hand much of his work
celebrates the joy and beauty of everyday
life but én the other he produced numerous
paintings of an apocayptic and overtly
didactic nature.

This book. O Terome, consists of a
series of works al related to that city.
Examples of both aspects of Kurelek's
artistic personality are included. In **Bal-
sam Avenue After Heavy Snowfall”” Kurelek
depicts with obvious delight the more
pleasant results of such an event. As the
painter himself puts it (each plate comes
with Kurelek’s notes), “the big-city dis-
tance between neighbours breaks down
completely when nature presents a novel
challenge. . Neighbours help each other.
greet each other, stop to exchange excite-
ment.™* His “Hot Day in Kensington” is a
happy and affectionate ook at the market
and the various ethnic groups it embraces.
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But then there's “Our My Lai, the
Massacre of Highland Creek.” 1 cannot
think of any other painting (Canadian or
otherwise) that makes its pointin a manner
go bloody and so disgustingly literal. OF
course, this was precisely hisintention.
The subject is abortion. something Kurelek
—a convert to Catholicism — found totally
unacceptable. This work is an allegory of
“the slaughter of innocent and helpless
people.” Init we see the Highland Creek as
it flows behind theScarborough Centennial
Hospital: the water is frozen, the ground
snow-covered and the terrain littered with
large plastic garbage bins filled with dead
fetuses. Blood drips off the canvas. Says
Kurelek: “| guess it'sredly the strongest,
and probably. to some who don't agree with
me on the subject of abortion, the most
offensive picture.”

“Harvest of Our Mere Humanism
Years’ shows Kurelek a his most Bosch-
like. This weork is top alegorical to be
grictly surreal. And while the meaning may
be simple enough, Kurelek’s symbolism is
not. The comments he provides, however.
are extremely reveding. Therein lies the
value of this book. It shouldn’'t be over-
looked by anyone with an interest in
Kurelek and his work.

In some ways Car! Shaefer is like the
paintings its subject produeces — that is,
sincere, nice to look a. but a little less than
inspired. One aways gets the feeling that
Schaefer is holding back. never realy
letting go. And go it ISwith thisshert study.
The reader is given all the usual facts and
figures. Schaefer’s credentials, by theway,
are impeccable. Born in Harover, Ont.. in
1903, he went to the Ontario College of Art
and studied under J.E.H. MacDonald and
Arthur Lismer. During the Second World
War Schaefer served as an official war artist.
Some of his most powerful works were done
at that time. In particular, Schaefer shows a
sensitivity to the Awvro Lancaster. a
magnificent and awesome airplane. His
““Marshalling Lancasters Against Stutt-
gart”’ iSan especialy dramatic effort in
which rows of these “ crouching monsters'”
are being sewed by their ant-like human
attendants.

Schaefer's main love, however, has d-
ways been the landscape. Many of the best
examples are included in this book. The
reproductions are of excellent quality so the
paintings are shown to good advantage.
Because Schaefer’s pictures speak for
themselves, this is particularly important.

a
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ARTICLES BY AND AsOUT
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Songs of
inner sense

Themselves, written and illustrated by
children. co-ordinated by Judy McClard
and Naomi Wall. The Women's Educa-
tional Press, 120 pages. 95.95 paper
{ISBN 0 86961045 2).

I Come With Us: Children Speak for

By SUSAN IANNUCCI

DENNIS LEE TAUGHT me, when I was a child
of almost 30. that nursery rhymes could be
about Casa Loma as well as London Bridge.
and Winnipeg as well as Gloucester. A
similar experience lies in store for kids from
inner-city neighbourhoods. \Vith them in
mind. The Women’s Educational Press has
come up with a book in which neither Dick
nor Jane exherts anyone to see Spot run, On.
both counts, our world is a richer place than
it used to be.

For years public school teachers have
complained that books about kids whose
dad drives to work while mom stays home to
bale cookies make no appeal to inner-city
children. whether immigrants or native-born
Canadians. because picket-fenced suburbia
is remate from their experience. What these
teachers have wanted to supplement the
school readers is a book about Humberto
and Fatima and Carlos and Danuta, whose
father amd mother work. and who live in an
old house in the city. Come With Us.
written by kids for kids. is that book.

Between its washable soft covers. Come
With s contains poems, short narratives.
and33 brightly coloured itlustrations, all pro
duced by children and collected in inner-
city schools and community centres across
Canada. The type is large and easy to read
and the format altractive. The compositions
vary in length from about 15 to 350 words.
Not all are in English: then are six short
picces in other languages. with translations
at the back of the book. Although the work
has been edited, it has not been forced into a
perfectly grammatical and idiomatic.same-
ness. The kids speak in their own voices.
and about theirown experience.

The book is divided into five sections.
“Why We Came & Where We Came
From®' reveals that these children under-
stand clearly the economic necessity that
drove their parents from their homelands.
“My parents came to Canada because their
job6 didn’t pay too much and wedidn't have
too much money.” summarizes the experi-
ence of most. Money or the lack. of it
continues to dominate their lives. In the
section called “work” they deseribe not
just their parents’ jobs but also their own.
One enterprising young “salesman” works
sixn days aweek in a Kensington Market
store. and delivers newspapers on Sunday.

Understandably enough, the main issue
in “Streets and Schools” is language. Until
they learn English. many immigrant chil-
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dren feel “like a mouse being surrounded
by cats.” Once they have mastered the
language. life at school proceeds smoothly
but things get complicated at home: “My
mom asks me a question in Macedonian and
I answer in English. My mom and grand-
mother talk in Macedonian. That means that
if 1 get interested in what they’re saying 1
have to talk and listen in Macedonian.™
This youngster has had the happy experi-
ence of learning to function in a new culture
without losing touch with the old. He
concludes with justified pride: “'I'm pretty
good at speaking Macedonian for a kid that
talks English the whole day.”

The short, tip-of-the-iceberg section en-
titled “Racism” deals with a much trickier
subject. No matter how good his English,
the black or Asian child remains visibly
different from his peers of Canadian or even
European stock. A white child can assert
confidently. “Black guys are the same as us
except we're white and they're black.” But
it's not that easy if you actually belong to a
visible minority. as another child reports:
“It always get to my mind, things people
call me. what they think of me. and why |
don’t go back to Jamaica.”

For most the experience of immigration is
a positive one. A section called “We See
Ourselves” ends the book with a cheerful
little poem. written in Italian. which celeb-
rates some kids’ ability to adapt to a new
environment. It reads in part: “I like to sing
in Torento. | like to sing with passionate
music.” With the aid of The Women'’s
Educational Press. more than one immig-
rant child has done just that.0

A whodunit
without the why

A Master Killing, by Ronald Hamble-
ton. Green Bushell, (J.M, Dent), illus-
trated, 200 pages, cloth $8.95 (ISBN 0

9690786 17).

. By SHARON MARCUS

TRUE CANADIAN cRIME. the dust-jacket
lubriciously promises. and indeed A Mas-
ter Killing delivers two murders, both his-
torically accurate and Canadian. But the
pun in the title is ironic: the killings were a
gross and messy affair committed by the
obvious culprits. the savants, with an
almost innocent disregard for their too-
evident guilt. In the summer of 1843 a
gentleman and his housekeeper in Rich-
mond Hill just north of Toronto were mind-
lessly snuffed out by a boy of 20 and a girl
of 16, who then bolted from the scene in
their master’s horse and wagon.

The echo of what might in another time
have been described as class war, the lust.
the greed. and the frenzy immediately sur-
rounding these events were all reflected
and even amplified in Toronto. where the
trail of the killers was picked up and pur-
sued by an energetic but ambiguous citizen

and a drunken, totally cerrupt police.
official. The lightly sketched picture of
Toronto's mayor and aldermen. its con-
stabulary and citizenry. themselves all ap-
patently guilty of varying degrees of
crookedness and vicious behaviour, make
an amiable background far this hideous
episode.

Mr. Hambleton has selected the materi-
als for a thriller with a clear eye for a good
story — the tracking of the killers, their
somewhat hilarious apprehension, and the
unfolding of the crime (including the
revelation of the second murder) are laid
out with a meticulous perception of
destiny’s artfulness. But the first half of the
book lacks the quick-march rhythm needed
to hold our attention and to disguise the
shadowy characterization. the absence of
social ar psychological description and
analysis. The scenario seems to invite such
commentary to round it out, to bring the
details into mere meaningful focus. enrich-
ing the background against which the ac-
tion is played.

In an ordinary thriller where the main
concem is the impetus of a fast-moving
plot, these things are not important. But
there are generic differences in this tale of
historic brutality that stimulate a wider
spectrum of curiosity. And once there is an
awareness thata larger range of human
activity is being invoked, different conven-
lions with different requirements automati-
cally lock in. Perhaps the radio dramatiza-
tion based on these events. which Mr.
Hambleton prepared before he wrote this
book, committed him to a form based ex-
tensively on dialogue. and that form does
not easily expand into a more speculative
or philosophical narrative.

Half-way through the story. the court of
inquiry held to examine the prisoners
Grace Marks and James MeDermott be-
gins. (They both appeared in court without
legal counsel and wearing articles of clo-
thing stolen from their murdered victims.)
The rest of the book is devoted mainly to
this courtroom drama. and here the value of
good dialogue, effectively handled, be-
comes apparent. The pace accelerates
noticeably as the details of a crime commit-
ted in an apparent moral vacuum are dis-
closed. The prisoners speak at length,
sometimes lying. sometimes telling the
truth, betraying each other, betraying
themselves in their remorseless ignorance
and innocence. revealing aprimally dep
rived condition that cannot tell good from
bad. right from wrong. They have the un-
witting savagery of beasts of prey.

There are slight indications in their
extraordinary testimony of the conditions
that bred such creatures: the wandering,
unemployed immigrant: the unloved,
abusedchild-servant. But we areleft with a
lingering sense of incompleteness and the
need to perceive this crime in relation to a
more detailed and subtle look at the society
in which it occurred. The conventions of
the thriller are not quite adequate to contain
this gothic story; the documentary elements
need to be resolved and satisfied to0.O
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Eve’s troughs
and triumplhs

Everywoman®s Almanae 1978, by the
EveryDay Collective, The Women'’s Press,
205 pages. $3.95 paper (ISBN 0 88961
0401).

Herstory 1975: A Canadian Women's
Calendar. by The Saskatoon Women's
Calendar Collective. Gny’s Publishing,
124 pages, S4.95 paper.

Women In Canadian Lile: Literature.
by M.G. McClung, Fitzhenry & White-
side, 96 pages. $4.95 paper (ISBN 0 88902
378 61

Women in Canadian Life: Law. by
Linda Silver Dranoff, Fitzhenry & White-
side. 112 pages, 54.95 paper (ISBN
088902 337 81.

By JOCELYN LAURENCE

BUYING A CALENDAR these days is enough
o bring onan identity crisis. Should you
suppont Tolkein or The Sierra Club? Will
you ally yourself with Art, art, organics,
indigenous peoples and nationalism. folk-
siness. or plain practicality?

For those wishing to see themselves (or
be seen) as feminists, two calendars are
uvailuble that can be whipped out at mo-

ments ef self-doubt to help reinforce the
all-important chosen image. Mere novices
at the feminist game would do best to buy
Everywoman's Almanac 1978. Each month
is devoted (o a particular theme (day care.
women in sports, women as farmers) with
plenty of appropriately inciting quotes and
facts.

Women who are already well armed with
such data might like to choose Herstory
1978: A Canadian Women's Calendar.
This, too, carrier brief essays on Feminist
themes, as well as poems and profiles of
noteworthy Canadian women. This calen-
dar marks the days of importance in the
feminist struggle, so truly dedicated women
can celebrate occasions such as the 60th
anniversary of NovaScotian women gaining
the vote.

The greatest problem with these calen-
dars is one common to many Feminist
products. The content. often with & valid
base located in the circumstances of
women’s lives. is obscured by a prosely-
tizing tone and self-righteous air. Such
statements as, “The only way to make
housework bearable is for everyone in the
house to do it together!” ignore the many
realities of people’s lives in favour of an
over-simplified piece of non-advice.

Thereisan odour of self-congratulation
that can creep into writing by women for
women, a sense that women have been
wronged so much they can now do little
wrong themselves. This is particularly pre-
valent in Women in Canadian Life:

Literature , part of a series put out for senior
high-school and college students. Ms.
MeClung seems to believe in a policy of
non-critical analysis that becomes doubly
distressing as her own personal assumptions
become obvious. Not only dues she deal
with all the authors’ work as being uni-
versally valuable, important. or otherwise
praiseworthy, but she also wriles from a
feminist perspective that is irrelevant in the
extreme. To say of Dorothy Livesay's The
Unguiet Bed, “These lyrics are not par-
ticularly reflective of the feminist move-
ment as asocial force. as they seem
intensely personal” displays a vast set of
subjective values that can't possibly de
justice either to Livesayor to Feminism.

The general level of commentary in this
book is equally juvenile. Ms. McClung tells
the unfortunate reader: “Ethel Wilson
writes a good old-fashioned novel with a
happy ending.” As ifthat isn't enough, she
later comments on The Swamp Angel:
“While in no way figures that would now be
called ‘liberated women.’ both Maggie and
Mrs. Severance are strong characters who

function well on their own." No doubt
Ethel Wilson would have mixed feelings
about her protagonists almost making a
certain kind of feminist grade.

Thankfully, Linda Silver Dranoff's book
on law does not misrepresent Feminism so
grossly. The format is the same — a main
text interspersed with relevant photographs
and quotes, and with points forresearch and
discussion at the end of each chapter. While
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a Feminist perspective is still present, it is
less infuriating and more informative. Ms.
Dranoif covers the legal aspects of single
and married wormen, women'srelation to
property and the economy, and women's
lega role in separation and divorce..

It is surprising that more women do not
concentrate on law as a basis for Feminist
argument and analysis. for in dealing with
faws one is dealing with both social ther-
mometers and facts. More facts end less
random emoting might be of meore use to
everyone. O
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A man as big
as the country

Northern Vagabond: The Life end
Career of J. B. Tyrrell. by Alex Inglis.
MeClelland & Stewart, illustrated, 245

pages. X14.95 cloth (ISBN 077104357 0).

By R. PATRICK SAUL

TO HIS RECENT acquaintances, the figure of
Jaseph Burr Tyrrell riding the last of his
several careers iNto the middle of the 20th
century must have been impressive enough.
A* a Bay Street mining executive. he was a
skilled tactician of the boardroom. with en
uncanny sense of where the rich ores might
ke uncovered. He was a man of wealth,
power, and physica presence, Fully in step
vith Canada’s age of industrial growth.

Inglis introduces Joe Tyrrell in June of
ICY3 when, a the age of 34. es an
established member of the Geological Sur-
vey of Cunada, heison the threshold of his
most daring and romantic expedition. Stak-
ing his lifeon the belief that the uncharted
and unexplored Dubawnt river system
flowed into Hudson Bay. Tyrell paddied
north into eountry never before seen by
white men. lied the river drained into the
Arctic. he most certainly would have died,
trapped by the short northern summer. Asit
was, it was mid-September by the time he
emerged into Hudson Bay. with the long
trip south against head winds. storms, and
the setting shore ice still before him. Tyrrell
was more than merely an adventurer and his
maps end meticulous scientific ohservations
on this journey served to introduce to
Canadians the Barren Lands that form so
large a part of our country.

In1SY9. Tyrrell struck out or his own for
the Klondike. Better equipped then most to
survive the hard and brawling life of, the
Y ukon. he used his knowledge as a geolo-
gist and his experience es a wilderness
traveller to establish himself asa mining
consultant. For seven years, he lied es one
of the principal citizens of Dawson, on the
edge of civilization, before retuning East to
set up business on Bay Street. Ironieally, it
was in Ontario. at the age of 65, that Tyrrell
finally steuck it rich, driving a shaft 2.000
fret down to find gold et the edge of
Kirkland Lake.

28 Books |n Canada. August-September. 1878

That Tyrrell’s |ife spanned the period of
transition between the end of Canada's age
of exploration end the beginning of the
present period of modern industrial growth
was an accident. He was nevertheless a men
of his time, succeeding in both eras and
epitomizing thelr qualities.

Inglis has good materiel to work with and
sets it against a backdrop of vivid scenes —
From the isolated lakes and rivers of the
Barren Lands to the desperate carnival of the
Klondike Gold Rush and the ruthless busi-
ness world of mining investments. If Inglis
ers atall, itis in overgelling his subject. Too
often, he is moved to perceive the hand of
destiny in Tyxrell’s life. For Inglis, Tyrrell
is **colossus-like’” and “super-human,”
the stuff of legends end myths. At the
book’s end, we |eave the author agonizing
over the question of whether Tyrrell was a
“great” man. This betrays a lack of
confidence, either in his subject or in his
reader. Tyrrell's life is es exciting as & nove
by Rider Haggard, and the reader, even a
Canadian reader, will be fascinated end
impressed by il. without having te be told
that this iSthe real thing, a genuinely “ great
Canadian.” O

Quebec and the
land of Oc

Nationallsm and the Quebec Question
by Nicole Arnaud and Jacques Dofny, trans-
lated From the French by Penelope Wil-
liams, Black Rose Books, 134 pages,
$12.95 cloth (ISBN 0 919618 46 4) and
6)
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Quebec Independence: The Beck-
ground lo a Nafional Crisis, edited by
Achii Kroll end Murray Skukyn, Canadian
I ssues series, Clarke Irwin, S7.95 kit (ISBN

0 7720 11923).

By CLARENCE G. REDEKOP

THE CURRENT cRisis of Confederation has
generated a great deal of writing on the
subject which, as, might be expected, has
ranged over a wide spectram of quality and
usefulness. At the lower end of this spec-
trum iS the book by Professors Amnaud and.-
Dofny, of the Universities of Laval and

Mail, while several were chosen From that
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Montreal respectively, who undertake to
discuss the “theoretical mine-field™* posed
for Marxists by the problem of recurrent
nationalism end “the national question.”
Thisbeok, the record of a highly digointed
end rambling dialogue between the two
academics, is characterized by sweeping
categorical statements and a dearth of
political and sociological anaysis. The
volume is arbitrarily divided into nine
chapters of wandering dialogue to which are
appended three chapters thar attempt with-
out success to impose on it a measure of
coherence.

This dialogue tries to compare the strg-
gle of the Québecois and the Oecitano-
phones for netional self-determination end
the implications of this fact For the socidist
class struggle. Occitan, which, es the
authors note, is “*at present a region of
France” (although with indefinite geo-

graphical boundaries), isinhabited by some -

13 million people. many of whom still

speak the language of Oc, orrather one of its
five distinct didects. The authors are agreed

that the Québecois end the Occitanophones

have been victimized by colonialism, the
former by the Anglo. Canadian, end Ameri-

can varieties. the letter by the |essmundane
Parisian “*phallocratic colonialism.” While
the authors preceive the problems of Quebec
and Oceitan to be similar, their remedies
differ sharply. Federalism without being

defined ar analyzed. is proclaimed es the
hope of the Occitans, but also as the
problem of the Québecois. However, in

establishing federalism in France, the Occi-

tens are counseled to avoid the “dead-end

bourgeois regianalism™ of the *‘commer-

cial, financial end banking” interests and
build instead *‘an aliance between Euro-

Socialism end Euro-Communism™ that will

decentralize power through & program of
nationalizalion of the multinational corpora-
tions. In Quebec, which (historians tzke
note) “ always maintained a certain provin-

cial autonomv untif the moment of Confed-
eration,”” federalism has to be destroyed,

not implemented. since (naturally) it isthe
instrument of colonia subjugation. Should

independence come to Quebec. a socialist
government would soon take power, dis-

placing the bourgeois PQ, since, es the
authors believe. in the pattern of historical

development (as demonstrated in. of
course, Algeria) nationaist sentiment
moves “Fmm the right to the left.” It is
obvious. therefore, that any attempt to
shore up natiofial unity is realy en ill-

disguised attempt to shore up capitalism in

Canada!

The Quebec Independence Kit is the
second published in the Canadian |ssues
Series, which appears to be a direct succes-
sor to the series Of Jackdaws published es
high-school teaching aids during the past
decade. It is composed aimost entirely of
reproduced newspaper articies on problems
relating to the issue of Quebec indepen-
dence. The choice of articles sdlected leaves
many questions unanswered: of some 47
articles reproduced, For example, only one
was sel ected from the Toronto Globe and
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vell-known paper of record. the Toronto
Sun. Furthermore, most of the articles are
simple news reports that contain very little
political analysis. Although the kit may be

of some value 2$ ateaching aid in high

schools. it is probable that with a minim&
amount of effort a better selection of articles
could be compiled by a teacher at con-
siderably less cost that the $7.95 price tag.
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Gay hints for
dire straights

Celling 8ex, by John Allan Lee. Musson
Book Co., 318 pages, $8.95 paper (ISBN 0
7736 1037 5).

By IAN YOUNG

I REMEMBER during the mid-1960s the

appearance of a psi of paperback books -

called The Beginner's Guide te Cruising
and The ddvanced Guide to Cruising.
These informative tomes had nothing to do
vith suiling Jore but were aimed. by their
pseudonymous Toronto author, at the in-
visible millions of North American homo-
sexuals interested in meeting each other for
sex tand whatever might go with it). Such
books eould not be sold openly in these
days, but were to be found on back shelves
in dubious magazine stores or peeping out
between the trusses and “robber goods” of
certain suppliers of men’s accana.

It's ameasure of how much, and how
little, things have changed that much of the
same time-honoured information (around
since Roman times at least) is now offered
to the general public — under the august
robric of “*sociclogy™ -by a full professor
anda respected commercial publisher.

John Ala” Lee’s book is supposedly
directed to heterosexual readers (and for all
but the most closeted or isolated gays, much
of his information will be no news). “Mil-
lions of North Americans go to bed each
night sexually hungry.” cries the blurb in 2
tasteless parody of a UNICEF ad. Thus, Lee
suys. “what our society needs is an ade-
guate and reliable supply of risk-free, casual
sex.” And in a culture in which everything
from identity to art becomes a commodity,
why not sex too? All that is needed is “an
effective system of sexual distribution”
(that word gffective should keep the gov-
ernment out of it).

Lee contends that gays have created such
a system. adapting the “ecosystem” of the
cities to their own comfort and enjoyment,
and suggests the rest of the population
would do well to learn from them. Having
provided araisond'étre for the excursions
to follow. Lee the” takes the reader on a
fairly extensive rubber-necking tour of gay
gathering-places. He is careful to empha-
size that “the pmbkm of getting sex is the

preoccupation of this book, not the pre-,

occupation of the gay men discussed"” —an

important fact for readers to keep in mind,
especially those whose puritanical reflexes
may already be twitching even as they read
these chaste words.

Getting Sex shows how the streets, parks,
discos. bars. and bath-houses of **Metropo-
lis'* (a transparently disguised Tom&)
have been adapted by gays seeking the
society of other gays and doing so with
remarkable invisibility to the parallel
heterosexual  society.

Lee is an excellent tour guide, focusing
on the particular interest at hand (in this
case, people getting sex) without totally
ignoring the rest of the goings-on (and there
are plenty). He is occasionally humorous
and always tolerant; his chapter on S&M
(sadism and masochism) is a rare source of
wisdom on a topic that has usually been
automatically misunderstood. And he is
convincing. Certainly one of the worst
aspects of the heterosexual tyranny has been
to isolate people and to make self-know!-
edge and contact difficult. Yet gays have
managed to thrive, to make unse of the

. interstices of society and to create a subcul-

ture which, because it is officially non-
existent. is in many ways freer and more
responsive to need than the orthodox.system
that gave rise to it.

Of course not all the problems have been
overcome: socially induced guilt is still
pervasive and Lee does not ask how much
this contributes to the anonymity of much of
the sex gays “get.” Sometimes eve" speak-
ing is tabool

And there is astreak of callousness, too.
that Lee seems not to mind. His over-extes-
sion of a “hunter-prey. fish-fishermen”
metaphor when describing sex-seeking in
bars and discos is rather unappetizing. He
talks of “throwing people back” if they are
not acceptable (like so much bad fish and
seems to feel the only reasen lo display good
manners is to “improve your reputation®’:
thus. always pretend to remember someone
you went to bed with a week ngo.

So. like all human endeavours, the gay
underworld mixes good and bad, the best
and the worst. A sex-negative and anti-
homosexual society sees & cynical benefit in
allowing these impersonal sexual outlets for
homosexuals. keeping them in ghettos,
frightened, fragmented ~— sometimes in-
capable of more complex relationships.

The gay Hberation movement is well
aware of this: thus its struggle to build a real
community of people (gay and straight)
whose sexuality is integrated and open. not
Just “something yom do (anonymously) in
the dark,"” Prof. Lee apparently doesn't see
this. suggesting that gay liberationists who
dislike the **meat racks” are unattractive
and envious. A curious blind spat on his
part.

What an imny that the anonymous. often
loveless, modes of encounter we have
forced on sexual nonconformists afe now,
in the decay of our more orthodox arrange-
ments, being recommended back to us for
studious emulation! And in so ugly a cover!
The Beginner's Guide was much more
attractive. O
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| and
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offers his insights into the
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human history and human
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$2.95 paper
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Svllabus for survival

But survival at what cost? The new Canada
Studies program sets out to save the country
by throwing away a large portion of our past

by Lorne Hill

Teaching Canada for the *g0s, by A.B.
Hodgetts and Paul Gallagher. Curriculum
Series’33, the Ontario Ingtitute for Studies
in Education (OISE), 135 pages, 55.95
aper HISBN 0 7744 0617 2).

To me, history iSlike a mixed drink. Ifit
don'tsuit you like it iS. just keep adding
things uatil you get it like you want.

— Broom Hilda

HOW DO You create a national tradition
when the country does not have one? Well.
you say it does have one but is just not aware
of it. Yeu point out how abysmally ignorant
we are of our past; set up a foundation to
search for common experiences; Write a
book advocating a national syllabus, and
then get the schools to teach it.

Sponsored by the Canada Stedies Found-
ation and written by its two former direc-
ton. this proposal for a national syllabus in
Canada Studies is the fisst of its kind. The
seed was planted by Hodgettsin What
Celrure? What Heritage?, the National
History Project in 1968. nurtured in the CSF
by workshops. projects, publications. and
meetings with teachers at every level in
every province: and now. after a decade in
gestation, the syllabusis plopped a the
country’s doorstep — an educational pre-
gram for national survival.

Canada may not survive. Its many prob-
lems are listed for the reader. It is assumed
that the “tremendous’ power of education
should be mobilized in the national interest.
The authors clearly believe it is the function
of education directly to serve the state, In
particular, Canada Studies should take as its
task precisely that -to assist in the main-
tenance of the state in some fonm. Although
Conada Studies has been more widely
taught recently. “Canadian schools are net
yet sufficiently Canadian.” In many pm-
vinces elementary students never study
Canada as a whole and Canada Studiesis of
secondary importance. This is intolerable,

Canadians need to be better informed
about their country and to participate ae-
tively in itsaffairs. This national syllabus
will build a basic consensus of informed
public opinion and promote “participative
citizenship.” This consensus will unite us,
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not in uniformity. but in diversity. Each
Canadian mugt develop a national perspec-
tive that accepts and celebrates our
pluralism while encouraging the resolution
of our differences.

The authors propose that SChools in every
province across Canada offer this program.
It extends from the primary grades to the
senior secondary level and stadents will take
Canada Studies every year, They will learn
the same basic understanding of Canada
whether they Iive in Vancouver. Montreal or
St. John's, Tecumseh or Tuktoyaktuk. No
longer will schools be allowed to teach
divisiveness. Instead, **a real sense of
personal identification with Canada asa
whol€” isthe aim. supperted by positive
attitudes towar ds Canadians of every stripe.
The priority is Pan-Canadianism.™

“Building asense of ‘| am Canadian and
these people in other parts of Canada are
part of me'isa legitimate mic of the
elementary school.” Here students will
study community participation, public ver-
sus private affairs, public controversy as a
normal and constructive realitv. communitv
life in Canada and the world. Canada as a
political community, Canada in the world,
citizenship, compromise, consensus, and
representative government, Then at the
upper elementary or junior secondary]level
there will bea synthesizing year that pulls
together tbe understandings achieved previ-
ously and lays the foundation for more
advanced senior studies. This course iS
called “ The Canadian Environment” and
has five components. Canada Is a vast.
northern; divided country, with many quar-
reling ethnic groups, possessing renewable
and non-renewabl e resources, an urban
industrialized setting, and exposed to exter-
nal influences. Students will realize that
some level of consensus iS necessary to
balance the frictions among Canadians. At
more senior levels students will study our
political and economie Systems and wrap up
ther Canadian Studies with an analyss of
major national issues.

For each of the topics suggested the
educator istold what young Canadians
should understand about their country.
There are no shockingly new insights here.

Certainly, ““The Canadian Environment'
should be read by all who need a quick
comprehensive overview of Canada. But it
would bc an enormous undertaking for
teachers to squeeze it into a year or two. The
long chapters on politics and economics list
guestions and objectives that end with
historical and future investigations. The
public-issues chapter is too short m be a
“climax” mall preceding work but outlines
six ar eas of concern and is aimed at conflict
resolution. Yet, thiswhole syllabus has a
distinctly American flavour.

What |s Canada Studies? It is narrowly
defined as social studies. “ The Canadian
Environment”® course is thr ee fifths geog-
raphy, followed by politics, econemics, and
social issues. CanLit, art, and music should
only be, taught as they serve participative

citizenship. Canadian history can only be

found in 2 supporting role as social history
in elementary school and as background and
further study at the secondary level. But
Canadian history courses per Se are Not part
of thii package. Canada Studiesis a eon-
temporary study. Many sacred cows must
be sacrificed to save the nation -Canadian
history, literature, art, and music, the
student’s personal needs, multiculturalism,
disciplinary and thematic approaches to
teaching. world-wide problems— all of them
important, but judged not essential for
Canada’s survival

It isnot indicated where Canada Studies
fits in the rest of the school curriculum.
Presumably the student will be allowed to
study science, math, languages. and so on.
But will she or he ever bc offered. for
example, the history of Western civiliza-
tion? Will she be trapped forever in
Canada's last 100 years. eut off from the
experiences of the human past in which can
be found the models of social organization
of some benefit to us? Or, when studying
Canada, why will she not be offered any
systematic historical treatment of the
French-English conflict, Canada’s constitu-
tional development, foreign investment in
Canada. British colonial policy er the
French Regime? And one ean look in vain
for detailed treatment of the Conquest. the
War of 1812, the Rebellions of 1837, and
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the early development of political parties.
Are these events too local? Have they
nothing to say tous? Or do they say the
wrong things? How does one savé a country
by throwing away such a large portion of its
pst?

Why can't Canadian history be the vehi-
cle at the secondary level? It was recom-
mended asacentral subject by Hodgetts
himself in 1968. Now it slips into the
backwater where. along with CanLit, it
yields its insights only occasionally when
sucked along by the main stream. The major
problem is that history deals with the Past,
and we must deal with the Present. And
secondly. history tells it as it was, and it was
divided. There is no historical past that
Canadiuns can agree to call their own fmm
British Columbia to Newfoundland. We
need a history text written by historians
from all parts of Canada.

This attempted creation of & national
tradition and its substitution for local and
more universal ones will raise many further
objections. Can this syllabus override pro-
vincial and local rights. especially in
Quebec? How many years of continuing
chaosin the curriculum branches of educa-
tion ministries will it produce? Should
education serve the state or humanity? The
book unsuccessfully tries to serve both:
“World problems ...in the final analysis
must be regarded asmore important than
our purely Canadian concerns’'s but “‘our

immediate tasks lie within the borders of our
own country."

Is the educator a statesman? Can civic
education eversavea country? Research is
not promising. The amount a student Jearns
in sacial studies has little or no relationship
to hi political attitudes. An increased
knowledge of civics does not lead to
increased political participation. Citizen-
ship education was not successful in arecent
survey of 10 countries. Replacing history
with social studies has not helped citizen-
ship. Teaching nationalism does not make
better democrats. Even though the authors
cite Canadian research that peints to similar
conclusions. their answer is. more. earlier.

European educators have been trying for
the last 10 years to reduce the nationalist
orientation of each countsy’s curricalum
and replace it with a Pan-European outlook.
So too are Hodgetts and Gallagher trying to
reduce ourregionalism and supply us with a
Fan-Canadian perspective. Their proposal
may be a little too ambitious, too “social
studies” too contemporary, too urgent, too
“Canadian,” too artificial. In many circles
there will be much gnashing of teeth. But
what do we do if it fails?

Here is a checklist of other textbooks
received:

CANADA STUDIES

The Canadians: A Continuing Serles, Fitz-
henry & Whiteside, 64 pages each. $3,
Secondary level.

Gabriel Dmumont, by George Woadcocks
Charles ¥air, by Bruce McDougall. Two
lively and opposing perspectives on the open-
ing of the Canadian West. A comparison
should stimulate classroom discussion about
Canadian nationalism. .

Wilfrid Laurier, by Martin Spigelman; Rob-
ert Borden, by Kathleen Saunders. Swmdents can
better appreciate the difficulty of poveming
madem Canada by examining the careers of
these two prime ministers. Together they are
quite wseful for discussing the politics of
consensus_in Canada. -

Adam Beck. by James Swrgis. Adam
Beck, “the hydro knight,” supplicd power for
Ontario’s industrial take-off in a tine example
of businessmen’s socialism with public
benefits. Aptly illustrates bow business influ-
enced politics circa 1900.

We Bullt Canada Series. edited by Keith
Wilson. the Book Society of Canada, Bums &
MacEachern, 84 pages. S3.25, Secondary
level.

Vithjamur Stefansson and the Arctic, by
Alexander Gregor. This attractive book high-
lights Stzfanssen’s achievements againsta
background of earlier northern explorers.
Good questions. useful visuals, and additicnal
readings are included.

R. B. Russell and the Labour Movement, by
Kenneth W. Osbome. Osborne believes that
the working class has an ethos of its own and
should be included in any multicultural prog-
mm. In fact. too few teachers understand the
cultural gap in working-class schools. His
book examines the Canadian labour movement
through the eyes of R. B. Russell, & labour
leader who was jailed in the Winnipeg General
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PENGUIN B(@@KS - The finest paperbacls.

A masterpiece which gives voice to
the human tragedy of life in the
early 1970s. and deserves to rank
among the great works of contem-
porary fiction. ‘...a remarkably fine

book...= N.Y. Times Book Review.
$2.25

The Plague Dogs

‘The real successor to Watership
Down!” = The London Observor. ‘A
rousing good story . . . something of
a milestone in Richard Adams’
carreer.’ - Montreal Star. $2.95
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Strike of 1919. Good visnals.

Grouth of a Natlon Series. edited by D. R.

Birch, Fitzenry & Whiteside. 48 pages, §2.35,
Junior-Intermediate level.

In the Piencer Home, by Rosemary Neeting
and Stan Garrod. If you wish fo fum your room
into u pioneer home read this book. After a
short introduction and chapter on household
roods, there follow 28 pages on how to weuve;
make soap, butter, sugar: develop medicines:
cook and preserve. Liberally sprinkled with
visuals und activities so students learn by
doing. The final chapter dzals with games and
toys, A word fist is included.

Readings in Canadian Geography. edited by

Robert M. [rving, Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
third edition, $8.50. Updated end revised.

The Problem Exists | n the Classroom Because

It Extsts In The World, Co-operative Schools
Group On Development Education, Develop-
men, Education Centre, Toronto. 1978, 75
pages. $3.95, Intermediate-Senior level.
Teacher’s guide for multicultural, Third
World. and values courses. Contains articles,
courses, leaching strategies, sample study
materials, bibliographic and audio-visual re-
ferences.

Cunadian Local Histories To 1950: A Bibliog-

raphy: Ontarie and the Canadiaa North, by
Willium F. E. Morley. U of T Press. $25.
Previous volumes deal, with the Atantic
Pravinees and Quebec. Thii third and final one
contains more than 1,000 titles mnging
through immigration, settlement patterns, in-
dusyialism, urbanization and genealogies.
Especially valuable to researchers, collectors
and edtors ave the detaled descriptions and
locations of each entry.

Cunada's Third Option,edited by S. D. Ber-

kowitz and Robert K. Logan. Macmillan,
S8.95. Many distinguished Canadians =
senators, francophones and anglophones,
cabinet ministers, politicians, acodemics and
scientists — address the issves dividing Capa-
dians and propose new ways o achieve
consensus. .

CANADIAN LITERATURE

Antitoenallimagery: Research Projects in

Conadizan Literature, by Peter Birdsalletal .,
Canlit, 16 pages, 52.50. More than 100
suggestions for research projects at secondary
and university levels. Some arevery ambitious
such as inquiries inn school leaving @ems.
the economics of Canadian pulp and paper
industries, and stereotyping in textbooks,
Readers Will have to decide whether discover-
ing why there is not enough Canadian literature
of suitable quality belongs in CanLit or

journalism classes. Do theses produce superb
writers?

M| *N'Match 11: Reprise, by Gail Donald &
al, Canlit, 58 pages, $4. Includes the follow
ing articles: The Underbelly of Litera-
ture; Commereials; L oads of Language; On
Stage; Off the, Teachin’ Path; and Reading
Light and Easy.

Oh Con (you see) ada! Can. Lil. for Junlor
High School, by Simon Lizee, et al., Canlit,
68 pages, $3.50. Contains annotated sugges-
tions for teaching Canadian poetry, drama,
fiction and non-fiction. Classroom tested.
From Saskatchewan.

The Country of the Young: Units in Canadian
Literature for Elementary and Secondary
School, by Don Gutteridge, University of
Western Ontario, 64 pages. $3.95. Number
two in the Faculty of Education’s serles, this
pedagogical guide presents three approaches (o
the teaching Of CanLit for academic and
general-leve] classes — the generic, thematic
sod language arts. A versatile and practical aid
to structuring and teaching units in Canadian
literature.

Fire, edited by Peter Carver, Peter Martin
Associates, 116 pages $4.95. This collection
of Canadian writing focuses on war, revolu-
dion, crime, passion, and fire itself. Poems,
songs, pictures, stories and articles fmm every
region and many social levels are attractively
presented in this further volume in the
Elements Series.

Faces of Myth, by Robe,, Livesey, Longman,
216 pages. $4.50, Intermediata level. World
myths from Creation to Cataclysms, Sphinx to
Superman are given a Canadian dant and
interspecsed With visuals, activities, questions
and cartoons.

The Canadian Reader 113 High School Cana~
dian Literature Students, by Delores Broten
etal., Canlit, 37 pages. A reportona survey of
English-speaking Cenadian lilerature students
from 14 teachers across Canada, but concens

trated in Ontario. Flawed by inadequate .

methodology, it nevertheless presents the same
prediciable student reactions that have become
commonplace.

A Concise Bibliography of English-Canadian
Literature, by Michael Gnarowski, revised
edition. McClelland & Stewart, 148 pages. A
convenient up-dated (1975) listing of the works
of and commentaries on major English.
Canadian anthors since the 18th century.
Especially valuable for critiques and essays.

ENGLISHLANGUAGE
The Good language Learner, by N. Naiman,
M. Frohlich et al ., OISE, 112 pages. $4.75.
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An exploratory systematie inquiry into bow
good language students, whether ndults or
children, do in fact learn n language, |t
conlains supgestions for a more comprehensive
research plan. Of interest to lanpuage teachers
and researchers.

Language: Speech and Wiiting, by P. G.
Penner and Ruth E. McConnell, Macmillan,
203 pages, $8.95, Secondary level. A **back to
basies™ grammar text that is not a rigid drill but
rather &' atiempt to leach language SKillsina
molivating way. After examining writing sys-
tems from heiroglyphics to data processing,
the baok focuses on all the goadies — seatence
and paragraph structure, listening, reading,
punciuation, and spelling. Know anyone Who
does,,’, meed ta read this book?

MASS MEDIA
Reading, Writing and Radle, by W. G. Schell
and M. E. Woollings, Longman, 208 pages,
$3.95, grades 10-12. Can bewsed asa Spring-
board to English composition, a term sfudy
in mass media courses, and as a cor elext for a
communications unit on radio broadcasting.

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT AND LAW

Gaining Power; Democracy and Elections in
Canada ($3.50) and Exercising Power: Gov-
ernment in Canada ($3.95), by J. A. Miiler
and D. A. Hurst, Longman, 135 pages,
Intermediate level. Used inthe schools for
more than a year now, these win exts are
largely replacing the tired civics material from
themiddle 1960s. While nolneglecting theory,
they try to give mone of the flavour of how the
system really works. Teachers will find the
short readings, photographs, cartoons, charts,
questions. case studies, parliamentary debates
and Smulation games quite useful.

You and Your Government, by Darrel R.
Skidmore, Wiley Publishers. 96 pages, Inter-
mediate level. Skidmore has writtena basil.
descriptive, well-organized but more tradi-
tional text enlivened by quotstions, excerpts,
case studies, charts and questions. In the
Canada: Orjgins and Options Series.

Forensie Science and Criminology, by J. G.
Hood, Q. W. Kocsis, et al., Macmillan, 39
pages, 33,10, Secondary level. A,, imposing
title for a Hardy Boys detective ki,. but this
litle book on fingerprinting, forgeries, soil and
chemical analysis is great fun fer secondary
students who are taken step by step through the
scientific investigation Of a break-and-entry
case. Just borrow the nécessary equipment
from the science department in your school.

‘The Canadian Senatet A L obby from Within,
by Colin Campbell, Macmillan, 200 pages,
$5.95 paper. More reasons why the Senate
should be abolished and replaced by an upper
house representing the provinces as was origi-
nelly intended. Based in part on interviews
with senators. In the Canadian Controversies
Series.

The Business of Government: An Introduction
lo Canadian Public Administratton, by T. I.
Stevens, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 288 pages,
58.95. College level. An introduction to
management and administration for those
planning a career in the public sector.

VALUES EDUCATION

Moral/Values Education in Canada: A Bib-
liography and Directory 1970-1977, by Don
Cochrane, OISE, 13 pages, $2.50. This fin,
survey of Canadian writings in moral education
wag presented at the CSSE conference in 1977
and lists about 200 authors. TO foster com-
munication in this rapidly developing field the
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locations of writers are identified. **1t has been
exciting 1o discover just how extensive and
varied is the work being undertaken...."

Confronting the Stereolypes: Handbook or
Dias at the Primary Level. by Women for
Non-Sexist Educution, The Manitoba Human
Ripghts Commission. 1 IS pages. This hand-
book for detecting bias in primary school
teaching materfals prosecutes a few publishers
with the purpose of helping stedents under-
stand themselves, ““without the limitations
imposed on them by their sex. race. religion,
ethnic. or economic circumstances.”” This
teacher guide is not opposed to all bier
however, just those that are coptrary to the
Western liberal democratic tredition. Censor-
ship is never popular and this book maker i,
difficult totell an acceptable truth,

Domestic Violence: Issues and Dynamics,
edited by Vincent D'Oyley, OISE, 268 pages.
54. A collection of papers read a, an OISE
seminar in March. 1977. highlighting the roles
of police, courts, clinics and schools in hand-
ling domzstic violence.

CHEMISTRY

The Nature of Rlatter, by D. Conrneya and
Hagh McDonald. D. C. Head,. 442 pages,
Sl 1.06. Written by two Ontario leachers. this
senior-level text contains seven chapters deal-
ing with the scientific method, matter and
gases, theatomic medel, descriptive chemistry
and stoichiometry, the periodic table, organic
chemistry and how chemistry can he applied.
Twoadditional chapters stress laboratory skills
and indepzndent study projects. Each chapter
hus experiments, examples. illustrations,
vamings. and questions and concludes witha
summary and word 111,

Elements of Experimental Chemistry, by R.
Lahuiv, L. Papillon and P. Valiquette, Holl,
Rinehari and Winston, 334 pages, 516.63.
Piloted in Quebec secondary scheols and
trmslated into English. this text tries to fill
tath teacker and student needs by its flexibility
and spirul leaching system. Each chapter
follows an inquiry. experiment, postlab dir-
cussion and exercises format. | can be used for
both macro and mi . “No
subject has been neglecied because of s
difirculty.™ As weell as 32 pages of appendices
and activities i, contains colourful diagrams,
pictures and charts.

SCIENCE
Inquiries Into Biology Series, by M. Lang. E.
Palfery. and E. Nieuwenhove, Macmillan.The
Functioning Animal, 79 pages, 54.25;
Selection for Survlval, 74 pager. S3.23.
Life Sclence Series. John Wiley and
Sons..Animals Withaut Backbones, by Thomas
J. Henuley, 96 pages, $4.50.

MISCELLANY

Solving Educational Problems: The Theory
and Reality of Innovation in Developing
Counirles, by R. G. Havelock and A. M.
Huberman, OISE, 308 pages. $10.50. A
superb study that documents the difficulties =
nairial periods for innovations, local successes
but little change nationally, serious problems
in decision-making and personnel — and sug-
gests solutions. |, tends to cast a pessimistic
shadow on the enphoric 1960s,

Working With Kids. by R. Wilks and A.
Millyard, Annick Press (Bums and M&&h-
a,,,. 110 pages, w.93. Designed to create
confidence in kids aged sir to 16. these
techniques, games. activities, stories, and
discussion are for *all persons working with
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groups of children.*” Easily adapted for use in
schools or neighbourhoods.

Psychology: The Human Science. by R. Ii.
Trotter and J.. V. McConnell, Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, more than 600 pages, $11.95.
This American college text can be a valuable
teaching tool, since each chapter includes brief
behavioural chjectives, an overview that intro-
duces the major concept. &8 summary. readings
and astudy guide.

Etudes Franealses: Volime XIV, Ne. 1-2; le fil
du recit, by J. Demers, §. Goldin, and M.
Leonard, Les Presses de L'Universite de
Montreal. A series of articles on the theme of
modes of narration ranging through what the
author says, how itis said, and what is not said.
Includes sections on Gide, Flaubert, and Sorel.

Introducing Art History: A Guide for
Teachers. by Michael J. McCarthy. Cur-
riculum series/33, CISE, 118 pages, $10.95.
Much medernart continuer to be culturally
vacuous. Students leave secondary school
without a knowledge of their natlon’s art. Only
20 per cent of Ontario’s schools offfer art
history. Many art teachers don’t have the
necessary background so leach studio art
instead. So Michael McCarthy has written this
guide 1o assist art teachers to plan courses nnd
apply appropriate methods. Four chapters
explain whatand how toteach in achronologi-
cal art history program spread over four years.
‘There is a chapter on alternative approaches
and four more on classroom practices. Appen-
dice, outline an interdisciplinary model and
explain how lo use Canadian content. There is
even a list of sources far visual aids and
readings. This book deserves to stimulate
discussion. «|

inding the
s of Mill

Liberty and the Holy City: The Idea off
Freedom in English History, by Michad
Macklem, Oberon Press, 210 pages, $17.50
cloth (ISBN 0 887502 52 0).

Re
go

By NEVILLETHOMPSON

ENGLAND Ha$ A long and honourable tradi-
tion of liberty. both in theory and practice,
and the ides of writing a history of the
development of the concept was certainly &
good one. Unfortunately it is by no means
clear For whom this particular book was
intended. It is neither sufficiently original
nor analytical to be a scholarly book. IF, as
seems more likely, it was designed For &
general audience, it does not, apart Fmm a
couple of promising paragraphsat the
beginning. spell out clearly enough or at
sufficient length the significance of the
historical debate for contemporary politics,
This is regrettable because buried in this
account is a reflection on liberty that is
important For all citizens. A real intro-
duction, and even a table of contents, might.
have he|ped to bring out more forcefully the
main themes of the book.

Whatever the author's intention. this
book emerges basically as a rather conven-
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tional summary of the leading political
thinkers from John of Salisbury in the ‘ 12th
century to T. H. Green at the end of the 19th
century. It is moreover a curiously old-
Fashioned sort of intellectual history. a
species of literary Whiggism. in which
freedom Sowly broadens down from text to
e, It iS certainly que that there is an
inteflectual continuum between generations
and that outstanding thinkers cannot be seen
simply as “*produets of their lime,” but the
development of ideas. especialy socid and
political ideas, cannot be understood in
isolation or Smply inrelation to each other.
The best intellectual history of the l;;)ast
gencrativa has attempted to bring to bear
psvchological, political, social, and
evonomic factors on the formulation of
ideas. Sometimes this has been overdone
but no uccount that does not at least pay
seriows attention lo them can now be
considered saiisfactory. This would have
been a more impressive book if greater
attention had been paid to the influence on
the evolution of the idea of liberty of such
¢cvents asthe Reformation. the English civil

the spoken word

war. the French and industrial revolutions,
legal judgements, and political factors.
Something too should have been said about
those who often strongly opposed this
conception of the relation between the
individual, society. and government.

It is unfortunate that the historical survey
ends in the late 19th century, even though,
as the anthor points out, in the reaction from
the extreme individualism of the early 19th
century and concern for the state as the
framework within which liberty is achieved.
the debate had come full circle. It would
have been interesting to have had some
discussion of how socialism evolved as the
heir of Inii restrained jhdividualism and
how the idea of the state as the creation and
servant of individuals has been taken over by
conservatives. Despite his muted presenta-
lion. Macklem is defending the noble late
19th.century ideal of a morel relationship
between governmient and the individual that
is being logt in the polarization (in polemic
at least, ifnot in practice) between anarchis-
tic individualismand state direction. O

by Dorls Cowan

L

Atwood’s fine flatness, Birney’s ‘poem’

variations, and other unique sound effects

s
#

The Paetry and Voice of Margaret
Atwood. Caedmon TCI537 fin association
with the Poetry Center of the 92nd St.
YALYWHA. New York City). $9.49.

Canadian Poets on Tape: Earle Bimey
and Jrving Layton. produced by the On-
tario Institute for Studies in Education. Van

| Mostrand Reinhold, 59.95

Canadian Writers on Tape: Margaret
Laurence and Hugh Maclennan, pro-
duced by the Ontario Ingtitute for Studies in
Edueation, Van Nostrand Reinhold. $9.95.

Alligator Pie and Other Poems, by
Dennis Lee. read by the author, Caedmon

TC1530.59.49.

Jacob Tuo-Twe Meets the Hooded
Fung tabridged). by Mordecai Richler, read
by Christopher Plummer, Caedmon
TC1525.59.49.
ephen Leacack:

erfrude (e GOv-
erness and Others. read by, Christopher
Plummcr. Caedmon TC1559. $9.49.

MARGARET ATWODD reads her own poems in
a meticulously flat and empty voice. and at
tint it seems to the listener to be some
perverse and self-defeating strategy of shy-
ness: vou wonder what she is biding, end
why. She seems to be trying to make the
spoken word sound as much like the printed
one as ~he can. But gradually. es the ear
heecomes accustomed 1o her delivery. you
redlize thut thisblank calmness is a wise end
deliberate choice. It isnot by any means a
~tyle that would suit all poems, but it suits
hers perfectly. Their meanings are many-
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levelled and their impact is indirect; a more
acted presentation would render them
ridiculous by complicating their effect.
Atwood isa poet who wears an inexpressive
mask. The charge of emotion her poems
carry is arrived at obliquely. behind the
scenes. In the selections from Power
Polities, for example, in such lineses “If |
love you, is that afaet, or a weapon?’ or*‘It
is no longer possible to be both human and
dive” her soft, clear voice gathers a
remarkable concentration and tension into
its tone without departing from its careful
linearity by so much as a breath. It's an
impressive reading.

Earle Bimey end Irving Layton are both
fine poets, and because they are in some
ways opposites it's interesting to contrast
them. Maybe that's why the Ontario Insti-
tute for Studies in Education has put them
together on the twe sides of a tape, each
giving a half-hour reading and diseussion of
his work. Both had apparently been asked to
talk about whet poetry iSand what makes a
poet. since they ‘both begin with attempts at
definition. Bimey, whose light voice sounds
younger than his years, endeared himself lo
me at once by his inconsistent pronunciation
of de word “*poem.™ Someiimes he says
“pa-em.” other timer **pome.*” and occa-
sionally slips back to an even older and
possibly uniquely Canadian pronunciation:
llmim-||

He is an enthusiastic and rather artless but
nevertheless effective reader of his own
work. Thereisa fresh vitdity inhis voice,

it's evident that heis attempting to recapmre
the origina feeling and inspiration of the
poem. His reading, like the trees in his I
think yon area whole city” is* unpruned
and full of winding honesties,”* and thereis
a |ender, almost singing note inhis voice as
he reads “Bear on the Delhi Road” —
describing abear being taught to dance, and
“lurch. lurch. in the tranced daneing of
men_"'

Layton hasa darker voice. and a darker
presence altogether. He speaks of the poet
asa solitary and & misfit who “‘lives in two
realms, the realm of the imagination, and
the realm of fact. or redlity, and. is not
happy, truly happy. completely happy. in
either relm.” As a reader heisa performer
rather than (like Bimey) a communicator of
his feelings and ideas, a trumpeter of hi
own passionate joys and loves and hates.
and in this reading at | east. rather a subdued
one, asif he were remembering and regret-
ting more powerful reading.5 rather than
trying to find again the original sense of the
poems. They are sadder poems than
Biiey’'s. and there is anote of resigned
bitterness in his voice that gives his reading
of such pessimistic visions es “ The Im-
proved Binoculars™ a line, gloomy power.
He rages against humanity’s selfishness,.
heartlessness, and greed. end in “To the
girls of my graduating class’ he finds even
his own passion “fierce end ridiculous.”

The other two tape-recorded writers
under review here are novelists Margaret
Laurence and Hugh MacLennan. These are
Jalf-hour interviews, not readings, and the
interviewer, Earle Toppings, asks good
searching questions, eliciting some interest-
ing responses. Laurence talks, with the
earnestness and warmth that are the trade-
marks of her novels. about the events that
have shaped her life and influenced her
writing: primarily the deaths of her parents
and her grandmother when she was till a
child, and her upbringing in a smell Prairie
town. MacLennan, too. talks about his early
life. end how. though he grew up in Halifax,
he had never even crossed the provincial
border into New Brunswick until he was an
adult. a graduate student. He had lived in
England and travefled over half of the
United stales and Europe, but bad never
see’ Canada. He barely knew he was a
Canadian. until his writing showed him that
he was, that in fact he had to be to survive es
a writer. because, as he says. “all drama
depends on the familiar, on recognition.”
He could net writeas an American or eSan
Englishman. He had to explore his own
country. Laurence speaks of this same
necessity; her fisst fiction was set in Africa
where she and her family were living, but
eventually she realized that if she went on
with it she would be writing**as a tourist”
and that she bad |o *‘return, spiritually and
mentally, lo my ewn background.”

These are both interesting and thorough
interviews, touching on most of the impor-
tant questions. My only complaint is that
they are a little out of date. Laurence speaks
of her intention to come back and live in
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Canada, which she did several years ago.
And it is clear. toe, that she had not
published Tie Diviners, her most famous
novel. at the time ofthe interview.

The [ast three items on my list are all
entertainments. Caedmon has issued re-
cordings of Dermis Lee reading his poems
for children. and of Christopher Plummet
reading aslightly abridged version of Jacob
Two- Tww and the Hooded Fang by Morde-
eai Ricbler, and *‘Gertrude the Governess’*
by Stephen Leacock. The Lee record is
obviously the work of a man who knows
what he is doing. His delivery is just right
for his brilliant. nonsensical, unbuttoned,
unzipped. and unsnapped poems. A chorus
of children listens. laughs, and joins in.
They love the body talk (ears. fingers,
knees, tots. bums. turns. and belly buttons);
the Food talk (jellies. hamburgles, and
garbage delight); the tonpue-twisters (Lee
reels them off flawlessly); and the monsters,
bad guys. million-dollar banks. and a
detective named Dogbone who arrests him-
self.

In Jaceh Two-Two and the Hooded Fang
the fantasy is under control. comparatively,
but it's tilla good story, and it is read with
feat finesse and many appropriate English
accents and voices by Christopher Plum-
mer, But Plummer's Stephen Leacock,
grumpy and mean, seems to me to be one of
the actor's best creations. He hits just the
ripht note of delicate self-congratulatory
malice as he laces into innecent parties in all
directions, sneering, incredulous, outraged.
und hugely entertained. O

ﬁrst impressions

by Sandra Martin
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There is a literary corner of this

foreign field that is forever pseudo

Rosenmary Goal, by Tom Mars
Oberon Press, 149 pages. $15cloth
(ISBN 0 88750 255 5) and 86.95 paper

The Goldfish That Exploded, by Mary
Beth Knechtel, Pulp Press, unpaginated,

$2.95 paper.

Song end Silence. .by Darlene Madoit,
Borealis Press. 167 pages. 86.95 paper
[(ISBN 0 919594 76 x).

L]

. IN ENGLAND there is a magazine called
Private Eye that delights in pricking preten-
sions and sending up institutions and tradi-
tions. Nobody istoosacred for its scurrilous
swipes. It was Private Eye that nicknamed
Edward Heath “Grocer.” Harold Wilson
‘*Wislon,” and dubbed the Queen and
Prince Philip “Brenda” and “Keith.” For
some years they ran a comie stiip about the
adventures of a repulsive Australian named
Barry Mackenzie, anoafishbooraddictedto
Sheilas and tubes of Fosters. He immor-
talized himself (on my brain at least) in the
issue he announced that he was “*drier than a
dead dingo’s donger,”

Along with sueh regular Features as
general appeals for Funds against any
number of libel and obscenity actions.
columns named **Grovel’* and “True

FMURDER?

AT THE CBCY?

MURDERBY MICROPHONE
John Reaves

Murder has arrived at the CBC—and thare
10 solve it are Ingpector Copaln and Serge-
ant Sump. members of Tarenta's finest:.
‘Who fs the. kiifer? Will he manags to avada
the foress of justice7 Will Betsy Vulptitude
find happiness? A rollicking navel of mys-
tery and fun in the best whodunlt tradk-
tion.

88.85

\${DOUBLEDAY Caneda Lim

Y

AURORM

AURORA

MawCanadian Writing 1978
adited by Morris Wolfe

The first in & series of annual collections,
AURORA is aresponse to tha creative ex-
plosion in Canadian writing that bagan in
ihe early Sixtles. AURORA contains new
and Previously unpublished works (fiction,
non-fiction, poetry) as well a5 contrlbu-
tions fmm Joyce Carol Oates, Al Purdy,
George Woodcock, Susan Musgrave, and
George Ryga. 97.95: paparback

ol DOUBLEDAY Cgnada Limited

A DOUBLEDAY Ceneda Limitzd

Stories.” perceptive and scathing critiques
of the establishment by Claud Cockburn and
Auberon Waugh, and bulletins Fmm that
intrepid reporter Lunchtime O'Booze,
Private Eye v ‘Pseuds Comer.” In this
Feature readers are asked to contribute
blatant examples of tortured and tortuous
prose Fmm the print media; the Eye pays£5
for anything it prints. Many is the time |
have contemplated the vast Fortunes - or at
least rent money — to be made from the
untapped Canadian market. Indeed, there is
a columnist in one of our national
magazines whose prose.

I don’t know what prompted Kingston
poet Tom Marshall to write Rosemary
Goal,but | suspect years of teaching
Canadian literature at Queen’'s University
contributed both inspiration and source
material. The novel is about Harold Brunt.
an academic in a small college town who
has written a first novel (Journey on #he
Underground) and is attempting a second.
Instead of writing the second novel. Brunt
occupies himself with analyzing Journey.
searching for meaning in his own obscure
trash. Meanwhile. his wife Rosemary Goal.
an artist with a history of bad breakdowns.
bolts from the marital nest first For a fling
with a reformed homosexual and then for a

‘i A PERSONAIL

BEST NEWY
I CANADIAN WRITING

ODYSSEY

“YZ"’THE CHRONCLES

COF DAVEY BRYANT
By David Watmough

NO MORE INTO THE GARDEN:
Chronicles of Davey Bryant
David Watmough

Davey Bryant, a homosexual terrified by
his own sexual nature, is confronted by a
host of wonderfully etched characters on a
modern-day odyssay In search Of happi-
ness which reaches fmm a Carnish hamlet
to Lendon, Paris and North America. A
frank, sensitiva treatment of human experi-
ence and of the endless quest for fulfill-
ment.

99.95
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bout with the chairman’s ex-wife. a late-
blooming leshian. Rosemary is not your
typical faculty wife.

The book has three parts: excerpts from
Jonrney or the Underground: passages
from Brunt's journal: end the narrative of
Rosvmury Gad. Journey is hideously cont-
rived and wonderfully pretentious. For
example: “This too was long ego and far
from her now. it was before Anton. before
that headlong fall tor was it really a difficult
ascent?), or perhaps that first happiness was
a trick of her memory, or. more likely, the
excessive exuberance of recovery From
illness.” The journal serves both as a
critique of Journey and a diary of Brunt's
torment in writing the second novel. It is too
consciously a bridge and a background
device to work es a diary; it lacks authentic-
ity. The narrative of Rosemary Goal is
gossipy and entertaining and is what even-
tually will become Harold Brunt's second
novel. Brunt says at one point that he is
trying to write a novel within 2 novel and
that is what Marshall has done, tricking the
tender into accepting one kind of novel
when she is setually reading another. It's a
con game -clever. but nonetheless a dupe.
And that ultimately is what's wrong with
Rosemary Geal. 1t 1Sa beg of tricks.

The Goddfish That Exploded is a gem ofa
parody. It is quite vile and often grotesque,
but it is always superbly controlled and
oceasionally very funny. The protagonist is
Jon Chopulo.a West Coast academic and
part-time sadist who abuses and then ig-
nrores his pregnant wife while he embarks on

Bsorga Grant in Process:
Essays and Conversations
{Editzd by Laery Schmids)

An important overvievs of the work :i
of Conada’s most respected and 4
inflezntial philogopher, with 14 !
escays by neted Canadian scholars
and en ciiensive commentany by
Grenthimeelf, in which heanswers | )
his ciities and suggestsnexr points 1y
of dzparture in our thin'dng on such ||
erucial iscues as Quehec, tech- {2
nolegy, modem thought, religion, |3
and iza future of Canada.

an odyssey of sensual and aesthetic pleas-
ures. He gets his in the end - or the
beginning, if you prefer. since the plot
turns round on itsalf.

And now. having considered two
parodies, we come to the red thing. 2 nove
so turgid in its namative and so pretentious
in its prose that the pages rssume the weight
of elephants. Song and Silence by Darlene
Madott is about three generations of
women. all of them concert pianigts, and all
of them one-time students of a legendary
figure named Rinsky. Mrs. Risnky was the
lover and protégé of his youth. Solange of
his middle age, end now Solange’s young
friend Dantelle is Rinsky's student.
Danielle is preparing for a major concert
while recugerating from a soured love affair
with an anomymous young men. Bach of
the women has loved completely 2 man who
didn’t love her, although Danielle has
proven immune to Rinsky's charms.

The book probes the mysteriesof life and
love, sadness and burt through a process that

on the racks

is surely more painful to read about than it
ever was to experience. The kind of sg”-
tence Tom Marshall writes For Fun. Darlene
Madott writes For real. Here's a selection;
take your pick:

There waits a hidden terror in trees With
their awful resemblance of each other.
x % .
Life is still life whatever its suffer-

ings... 1!

To the individval rho ha to face his own
private death, What is the trea, what is the
soil to hir suffering? AS it flutters to the
ground, Whet |eaf fears for the tree?

| They died in ez other to serve umbom
ITe.

1 could go on, but | won't: I'm saving the
best examples for Private Eye. Who knows,
at £5a go, Darlene Madott's prose may be
the magic solution For Canada's sumping
dollar. U

by Paul Stuewe

— —m—

All thrillers have similar blueprints’
but some never leave the drawing-board

sINCE PaperJacks has embarked on an
smbitiws program of origina paperback
releases, I'l devote much of this month’s
column to them. Paperback originals tend to
cluster within the precincts of specific kinds
of genre writing (mysteries, thrillers.
gothics), and thus it’s pointless to discuss
them es if they were original works of
literature. But within the limitations of

. conventional Situations and character types,

many writers have invented fictions es
satisfying es any in the language. athough
the perils of slavish adherence to form often
overwhelm the possibilities of freshly
minted content.

ity encountered here is quite indescribable,
but ean k suggested by citing the example
of a2 gang of apprentice revolutionaries who
murder an American diplomat in expecta-
tion of being instantly taken onto the payroll
of the U.8.8.R.'s secret service. These
same masters of intrigue go on - to put
together a nuclear bomb and hold the world
to ransom and . . ., But you don’t tally
want to know the rest. believeme. Yet you
might conceivably want to know that
Mayhew |ays on the gore witha trowel, and
that after | finished The Bomb Makers | fell
like going out and sinking my teeth in
omeone's  neck.

A case in point is Paul Fulford's Who's

@§ Anansi
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Cot_the Bastard Popne? (32.50), which

presents a grossy overloaded smorgasbord
of standard thriller ingredients: a dotty
professor, a shady lady, a Malrese
Falcon-type treasure, exotic South-East
Asian settings, inexhaustible hordes of
hoodlums, and large doses of violence and
kinky sex are there for window-dressing
rather than purpose. and as a consequence
of trying tofit dl these in it's overlong and
much too slow-paced for comfort. Fulford
partially redeems matters withsome pleas-
antly snappy dialogue, but basicaly thisis
the sort of book where about half-way
through you realize that you don’t care who
does whet to whom and flip ahead to make
sure that the hero survives and the shady
lady dies a nasty death — which is exactly
what happens.

Trite esit is. Pope seems mildly plausible

William C. Heine’s The Last Canadian
($1.50) isa paperback reprint rather thanan
original, ]
writer can do with even the most Far-fetched
plot. There are several unlikely aspects to
this tale of the decimation of North and
South America by plague. but things hap-
pen so quickly and forcefully that there's no
time For idle pondering. s the need to know
whet happens next overpowers any nagging
intellectual reservations. One-dimensional
characterization and some unlikely greet-
power shenanigans keep the book eut of the
first rank, but it isa darned good read that
kept me on tenterhooks until the final page.

Jm Lotz’s Death in Dawson (31.95)
returns us to the original PaperJack’s re-

when compared to Vie Mayhew’s The
Bomb Makers ($2.50). The level of unreal-

TR e A S MV ANAE . S— —— rr———tpa [} S L TR o T,

leases with anovel about gold thieves in the
contemporary Y ukon, and here an effec-
tively sketched society of miners. Moun-
ties, and mystery men is far more enjoyable
than the eventsef a rather lumbering plot.

And | must confess that my dishelief was
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definitely not suspended by a villain who
address& the good guys es follows:
*You're looking et a new phenomenon in
Nonh America— the returned Vietnam
veteran. Tough. ruthless. accustomed to
killing. skilled in all the manlyarts.** Here
and in numerous other instances. Lotz tries
wdo too much wertk with his dialogue, and 1
suspaet that non-fiction books on the North
are more his vein of mother lode. Still,

Death in Dawson makes UD in atmosphere
what it Jacks in professional polish, and the
result isa few hours of painlessdiversion.

e m e % T e, S W

end begorrah’' right along with her oh-so-
painfully Hiberian relatives. ' Phis isa novel
that revels in ethnic stereotyping while
piously condemning its more violent men-
ifestations, and it’ Ssuitable for neither wee
folk ner grownups.

Our lest paperback original 1s David

i had Maye Preston Hill’s Noble

Madness ($2.50) typed as a horses-and-

hotl-flashes Yam fmm the heavybreathing
jacket copy. but was pleasantly surprised to
find that the author has fashioned 2 convinc-
ing realistic novel from tie elements of
conventional romantic fiction. Interesting
charatiers, credible sex. end the delights of
the world of horse-tacing are depicted in a
prose style far superior to that of the typica
paperback original. and this is the only book
of the litter that clearly deserves hardcover
publication. The only genreinvelved hneis
that of good writing. and I’ll be looking
forvurd to more of the same from Maye
Preston Hill.

Paula Bourner*s Kate McGuire ($1.95)
is also heralded by some suggestive jacket

Conover's non-fictional Sitting on a Salt
Spring ($1.95). which amusingly reverses
the familiar “back to the land” pattern inits
account of en isolated island-dwelling
family’s mom toe town on the West Coast.
Murphy's Law (**Whatever can go wrong,
will”) Isin constant operation. and among
the book"s many highlights is en absolutely
hilarious description of a riotous eommun-
itydance. The vast numbers of disasters and
coincidences oecuring here led me to sus-
pect a certain amount of exaggeration on the
author’s pert; bat that's es much a part of
this particular genre es ruthless Russian
spiesare of the thriller, andConover’s book
is so unfailingly diverting that I'll pardon
him a few excesses in return for such solid
entertainment.

There's not much room to discuss re-
prints this month. but | would like to

especially recommend Carol Shields's

Small Ceremonles (Totem, $1.95), a novel

copy. but there the resemblance to Noble
Aadness ends. Kate MeGuire is an in-
furiatingly perfect Irish-Canadian Miss
caught up in Catholic versus Orangemen
steagples 1n early 20th-century Toronto. and
if you try it you'll soon be hollering **Faith,

es complex, engaging and unpretentious es
the everyday lives it chronicles so master-
folly. There's no violence and not much
sex. just arichly imagined and realized
account of family life thatbrought tears and
laughter to the eyes of at least one crusty old
individualist. A book that requires only one
response: Thank You!
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Also in paperback:

FICTION
Children Of the Black Sabbath, by Anne
Hébert (PaperJacks, 52.25). A disturbed young
French-Canadian woman experiences fantasies
religious, Sexual and otherwise. Absolutely tit-

*liant and absolutely terrifying.

The Fire-Dwellers, by Margaret Laurence
(Bantam-Seal, $1.95). A superficialy ordinary
woman subjects her life o extraordinacy pres-
sures, as t0ld by an equally extraordinary writer.

The Lark in the Clear Air. Dy Dennis T.
Patrick Sears (Bantam-Seal, $1.95) Coming of
age In rural Ontario during the 1930s.

On the Circuit, by Joseph F. Suessmuth
(Totem, §2.25). Hot cars, fart women. and me,
drivers On the Grand Prix racing trail.

The Stone Angel, by Masgaret La-e
(Bantam-Seal, $1.95). The celebeated novel of a
resilient survivor and her remembrances of things
past but not forgotten.

NON-FICTION

The Greet Canadian Joke Book. by Robert
Shelley (PaperJacks, $1.95). “A million langhs
guaranteed,” many fewer than that provided.

The loo Effect, by Fred Soyka with Allan
Edmonds (Bantam-Seal, $1.95). Electric parti-
tles in the air and their effects upon mood.

Percy Rowe's Travel Guide to Canada
(PaperJacks, $1.95). Hits the highspots from
Newfoundland to the Yukon.

There’s a Raccoon in My Parks. by Lyn
Hancock {(Bantam-Seal, $2.25). Marry a
zoologist and live happy-ever-animally.

Wild Goose Jack, by Jack Miner (PaperJacks,
$1.95). The autobiopraphy of one of Canada’s
most famous conservationists. £

1979 AL

UNCLE BUMPER SAYS

Guess what's coming in September!

What has 365 days, 12 months, droll and delightful poems by Dennis Lee, fantastic full-colour illustrations by
Frank Newfeld, about a million solemn historical facts (not always strictly truel), and a billion erazy and
wonderful facts (not always entirely untrue!), snippets about every
whole troupe of absurd and entertaining alligators, and that wily old Canadian character — famous from coast
to coast (and beyond!) — UNCLE BUMPER!II!11] ?

THE DENNIS LEE AND FRANK NEWFELD
LIGATOR PIE CALENDA

3 '/\q =)

If you liked Alligator Pic, Nicha!n# Knock, and Garbage Delight, you will love this calender which combines
poems from all three bookswith four captivating new poems and completely new four-colour lustrations.
The entire calendar is chock full of surprises -unmistakable creations of the magically infectious originality

vince and territory in Canada, plus a

and humour of Dennis L ee and Frank Newfeld. Large format/mailing envelope $4.95

Alligator Pie, Nicholas Knock and Garbage Delight (winner of the Ruth Schwartz Foundation Award for
Children’s Literature), now $7.95 each.

M Macrnillan

The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited
70 Bond Street, Toronto M5B 1X3
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the browser

by Morris Wolfe

Usage, abusage, and the full story
behind the basic techniques of P.E.T.

ANYONE WHO hopes to find a guide to
English wsage that's wholly satisfactory is
naive. After all. I’ ve heard such experts es
NBC's Edwin Newman confuse the words
dn.preu.ntory" and "defecal.ory ;and even

I hi

Lool wedat in that light. RobColter 5 modest
littlc boo!: Grammar te Co: An Informal
Guide to Correct Usage (Anansi, 160

pages, $-1.95) isn't bed. But es perhaps
befits someone whe teaches something
called **comsnunications skills.” Colteris a
bit too liberal for my liking. For example,
he argues that “there no longer seemsto be
amy point in objecting to the misuse in
speech of *hepefully’."” But I’ m not without
idiosynerasies of my own. | cringe every
time | read or hear sSomeone use the word
“quote” asa noun (or adjective) esin. “I
heard a really good quote today.” | shail
insist untilldie that the noun is *“quotation’’
and the verb is “quote.” And yet my own
prose isn't without crudities. For years |'ve
used the expression “and/or” as in the
sentence “Jennifer andfor | will go with
yon.”* Not long age. however. a friend
showed me part of a decision handed down
by an American Supreme Court Justice in
1935 that denounced **andfor” es “that
befuddling nameless thing. that Janus-faced
verbal mongtrosity neither word not phrase.
the child of a brain of someone too lazy or
toa dell to know what he means: Hmm.

S
L]

0 JUDGE BY The Greenpeace Book (Orca
Sound Publishing. Box 652. Vancouver, 70
pazes. 56.951 one bar to conclude that
mcmben of Greenpeace are some of the
most self-congratulatory and shallow peo-
ple around. | regret to say that. because |
sympathize with some of their aims. But
this collection of crummy drawings. photo-
graphs. poems. and smal **m’ mind.
large-type prose et 1O cents a page has
become the strongest contender for my
award for Biggest Rip-Off in Canadian
Publishing in 1978. One of the key Green-
peucers, Rebert Hunter. whose good first
novel. Erchus , appeared a decade ago, and
whose excellent survey of socid and politi-
cul trends of the 1960s. The Uses Of
Annrchy, appeared a couple of yews later.
now has been reduced to such twaddle as:
“It's not that there's an apocalypse coming;;
we're a prod one-third into it right now. ,..
Its a Jericho situation: the castles are
cuming down Pretty fast.”

I, E ]
“You asked us* is the title of a column by

Anne Collins and Rue Hemelrijk that has
appeared in The Carmdian magazi ne each

that brings together 350 of “the best” of
d

those columns (Fitzhen

38 Books in Canada, August-September, 1978

232 pages, $5.95), | can’t imagine who
would buy such 2 book but I’'m bothered
nonetheless that about one haf the itemsin
it are |ifted without credit straight out of the
extremely handy American reference book,
Morris (no relation) Dictionary of Word
and Phrase Origins. (William and Mary
Morris, Harper & Row)
K

ALTHOUGH IT was published several
months ego | haven't seen any reviews of J.

M. Cameron’s On the Idea of A University

U of T Press, 92 pages, S3.95). Perha
that's because we've wearied of talking
about what’s gone wrong with our univer-
sities. But Cameron’s analysis of the prob-
lem is so incisive, his prose so cleat and
Passionate, and his recommendations so
sensible, that reading this book Es enough to
renew one's belief in the possibility of
genuine reform. Students come to univer-
sity, writes Cameron, hoping to find there
“and through the great men they believe to
be its gods, moments of epiphany, deeper
knowledge, mote complex emotion, the
unriddling of riddles. maps to many coun-
tries of the mind, spells to drive away
dragons. | believe that even under the worst

interview
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conditions, even in the roost frozen,
petrified, cast-imn ingtitutions, some young
men and women do find all these things,
despite the circumstances that conspire
against them. But many miss them who
might have found them.. ..*" Best wok of
Canadian non-fiction I've read so far this
year.
& &%
LIKE ALL Goop publicly minded citizens, 1
do my share of trying to understand the
enigmatic man who's been Canada’ s Prime
Minister for more than adecade now. | look
et interviews with him; | keepan eyeon his
conduct during Questlon Period; | read Nnw
_books nod articles about him. So when | sew _

a new paperback titled P.E.T. In Action

(Bantam $2.50, 367 pages) by Dr. Thomas
. @ psycnologist, Which promis

reveal “*All the hsic P.E.T. techniques,” |
snatched it up. I figured it would offer akind
of psychologica guide to the man — like
Nixon on Nixen. It turned out to be a book
not about Trudeau et all but about some-
thing called Parent Effectiveness Training.
Still, it's not without its value in nnder-
standing our own P.E.T. As our provincial
premiers would undoubtedly agree, he's
whet Gordon would call a “Method |
Patent”: “When a conflict between parent
and child occurs, [a Method I] parent
decides whet the solution must be. hoping
the child will aceept it. If the child resists [a
Method T] parent threatens to use (or
actually uses) power and authority to coerce
the child into compliance.”

by John Cruikshank

= ——————— ]

How Roger Caron began writing with jelly
beans in far-from-splendid isolation

most CREA TTVE writers would envy the
solitude and freedom from distraction af-
forded Roger Caron during the 15 years it
took him to write his memoir Go-Boy!.
which was reviewed inour June-July issue.
However. then was aslighf catch. The

- + ——

solitude was imposed on Caron. He has
spent 23 of his 39 years in prisen and his
book. published with a little helo fmm
Piim Berton, is an account of whet haf a
lifetime behind bus is redly like. John
Cruikshank interviewed Caron in Ontarios
Collins Bay Institution, where the writer is
completing a 16-year sentence for bank
robbery andjail-break and is quietly at work
one second book:

Buooks in Canada: Roger when did you first
decide you wanted 1o ger Your experiences
down on paper?

Roger Caron: | started writing Ge-Boy! in
solitary confinement in 1963. | was et my
wit's end — 19 months in solitary. | was
going crazy. There was this voice ingde me
that wanted to be heard o badly. And there
was nobody listening.

BIC: |1 was some kind of release for you to
write?

Caron: Oh yes, instead of getting therapy
on the psychiatrist's couch 1 found it wiling
Go-Boy’
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BiC: But what led you to write? You
doscribe vourself as a very physical, very
direct man in your memoir. You always
secmed plore apt 1o deal with emotional
problems physically, violenily.

Caron: There's a story not in the bock. Al
Christmas. 1963, the Salvation Any came
dovn to the hole with bags of goodies. They
digtributed jelly beans and hard candies to
the guys. I had a bag of jelly beans of all
colours.

| wanted to yell out € the guards and tell
them what they were, but if I did that I'd be
punished for insubordination. They locked
dowm into my cell and banged en the walls
anytime they saw me resting, Solused tosit
there ON the floor and Spell out words with
my jelly beans so they'd see them. | used to
get a violent reaction.

It's funny. that was my first discovery of
the power of the word. It dawned on me how
good it felt to get it out without geuing hit
over the bead with a night stick.

BiC: Bur the book didn’t reach finished
Jrom for anpther 15 years. Have you been
rewriting during this entire period?

Caron: Instead of being rewritten. it's been
a matter of progress. For the first 12 years |
vas just learning to Write-by writing and
rewriting. | have only a grade 7 education
end thaewas just sort of on loan. When | first
started writing my book there were no
paragraphs. cc chapters. At one time | had
1.600 typewritten pages just divided into
Parts |. I)l?and [11. 1t was like & long petiod

of gestation. First there was CC form, Slowly
chapters and paragraphs materialized and
periods and commas started to fall into
place. |t Was incredibly important for me
when | discovered the difference between
“‘woman” and *‘women’’, between
“there™ and “their” and “they’re.”

BiC: How did you conceive of whar you
were doing? Did you know what you were
looking for and where you wanted 1o go with
the memoir?

Caron: | didn’t know What | was writing. I
was a Walking bank Of emotien. It was
either going ta come out Of Meat the end of
my fist or theend of my pen. That emotion
was ruining my life, SO | went from scribbler
to seribbler, | can See myself in the dead of
winter with the heating System off under
blankets and with about six pairs of long
underwear there on the.floor With only my
arm projected from underneath the pile
writing Madly, compulsively, furiously. |
was WIitiNg with so much tension that I was
breaking pencils and damaging the ends of
my fingers.

BIC: It sounds like a very painful experi-
ence.

Caron: I'm very fortunate because | can
pint pictures With words but | don't thick |
can Writefrom theneck up. | write visually
and as | write |’ m looking et what I'm
writing, I'm constantly reliving. It'S almost
like a TV camera on my shoulders. I'm
always |00king back at my past; that's why

it hurts so much. | have a bunch Of instant
replays in me and | don't always like to
switch them cc because of all the emotion
that poars aut With them.

BiC: Why did you keep going?

Caron: Because the manuscript became a
source Of strength, Of hope, of life for me;
renewal almost. T was like a drowning man
and my manuscript Kept me buoyant. |
worked from Seven in the morning till lights
out a eleven. | was always in a segregated
unit inthe hole. Fortunately my manuscript
kept me going. The darker things got the
deeper | drew into my manuscript. Until |
nearly lost it et K.P.

BIC: Was thar during the big Kingston
Penitentiary rioe?

Caron: Yes. | was in K.P. when the riot
happened. Four days and two bodies later
whén the riot was terminated we were told
we were going to Millhaven and that we
could take our personal effects with us,
Most Of us hadn't lept for four days and we
were tired and jumpy. | had almost 1,600
typewritten pages. | wrapped it up in about
20 feet of plastic and covered it up in
masking tape and | marked it “Manuscript
Only.” | abandoned all my ether personal
effects.

We were lined up and being brought out
one by one. When my number was called |
walked over to the guards with my manu-
script co top of my heed and my hand up. |
found myself with bayonets and night sticks

-
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digging into my sides. They made me throw
my manuscript into a big pile. They'd
tricked us-but | couldn't protest against
bayonets.

Two weeks later at Millnaven a school
teacher came to my cell with the manu-
script. very battered but still intact. He'd
been Searching through the prison dump
looking for school supplier when he found
it. Gratefully and reverently | |atched onto
it. already witha pencil in my hand.

BiC: How do vour fellow inmates feel about
the hook? Bave they read it?

Caron: I've been writing it for 80 long and
they've been reading it hot off the type-
writer. It's not only my voice. it's their
voices loo. That's the dream-to be heard
— and [ guess they think I'll do it for them.
They can identify with the book. | wWas
delivering their message tothe outside
warld. O

CanWit No. 35

wHERE BUT 1N England would you find John
Wyndham's Midwich or Hardy's Mel-
chester? Where but on the Canadian Prairies
would you find M. T. Kelky’s Elk Brain OF
Laurence’s Manawaka? Readers are invited
to suggest fictional place names for par-
ticular regions of Canada that are unmis-
takably of that region. Duncan Meikle of
Maberly. Ont., receives $25 for this idea
and $25 will goto the winner. Address:
Can\Wit No. 33, Buooks in Canada, 366
Adelaide Street East. Toronto MSA IN4.
The deadline is Sept. 30.

RESULTS OF CANWIT NO. 33

READERS WERE usked to provide a hypo-
theticul entry from Pierre Trudeau’s diary
for any duy during the past 10 years. The
winner is John Hamis of prince George,
B.C.. who receives $25 for this succinct
aide-mémoire:
Oct.—, 1970
Itawt]eaw a coup o éfae. 1 did, [ did, T did
we aconp d'clat!

Honourahle mentions:

June 21, 1978

Started off the day in swimming pod.
Chatted with a bilingual lifeguard. Told me
his lessons were paying off. He'll soon be
able to swim.

Phoncd D.P.W. again to complain —
restraint, yeah — but no water in the pool?
Hell. sy don’t get the bruised arms and
fegs.

Heard Margaret wus going to apening of
Regine's in Montreal. Decided to see who
she wix with this time. Went disguised as
lovely Frenchwoman. She didn’t come (not
kere anyway) but T got picked up by
Warren Allmand. Faic dancer, but my God,
what abore. All Jris affairs are consumer's.

— Poter Gorrie, Ollawa

NMay—. 1978
An excellent idea, after all, for Margaret
and 1 1o disguis: ourselves as each other.

40 Books in Canada. August-September, 1978

There was one moment when | thought the
silly little [xxxxx] had blown it. making
that remark about my having the body of
a 25-year-old. But no one appears to have
suspected anything. not even Charles
Lynch or that trusting idiot Lalonde. So
here | am in New York, taking photographs
like crazy of Bianca and company, while
she’s up there in Oltawa, screwing every-
thing up. Yet one thing bothers me. Are
Clark and McTeer pulling the same trick?
- Barry Baldwin. Calgary

¥ o ¥

May 11.1978

— John Price, Downsview, Ont.

* o &

May 17, 1978

Lalonde for lunch: again foul Argyle sacks
... cocktails with premiers, had 7 smoked
salmon canapés .. Réné much balder ...
wearing awful Argyle socks teo . House
sat late, slipped away for Mary Tyler Moore
... Hate late sessions since Turner left;
always had Harlequins in briefcase, al-
though boring about my returning them .. .
Have gained two pounds; must get racket
restrung , . . Bennett wearing Argyle socks
at dinner, rented smioking, of course ...
Sent Barney out for 3 pr. Argyle sacks ...
To bed late, read Major Douglas until three

Still unable to sleep in lotus
posidon. ...

— P. Roderstein, Toronto
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Letters to
the Editor

FALSE IMPRESSIONS

Sir:
A friend in Montreal has sent me the June-July
issue of Books in Canada. 1 had no idea that you
intended to run an article about me, or even that
suck an article had been written. The bulk of it
seems to have been drawn from a long imerview
thatI gave last autemn under the impression thatit
was for a special issue of Canadian Fictlon
Magazine, and from odds and ends gleaned from
conversations I had thought private and corres-
pondence 1 had thought personal. Nevertheless,
the intention of the piece is so obviously generous
that it is with preat reluctance that I fee] obliged to
point out that it contains a number of factual
errors. Had the proofs been shown to me, I could
have comected them. Most of the mistakes are
merely careless and of no great importance: [
don’t think it matters to readers who have never
met me whether I am Anglican or Presbyterian;
while the age attributed 1o me will asrive en toute
vitesse unless I die in the meantime. However, |
hope you will permit me to cerrect one or two
impressions. First, I do not think of myself as
having been abused, neglected, slighted or ili-
treated by Canada or Canadians. 1 have not been
‘‘overlocked” but have simply never sought
publicity. This is a personal matter. I do not feel
that Canada owes me anything. On the other
hand, I do not owe Canada anything either,
except for the old-fashioned attitude of publicly
decentrespect one owes 10 one’s country. 1 have
not lived on grants, handouts, or public funds,
and [ entirely disapprove of readers’ being drawn
to a writer’s work through artificial acquaintance
with the writer’s private life, So that your cover
title is quite inappropriate. Next, T am not a friend
of Roland Barthes, Samuel Beckett, Jean-Paul
Sartre, nnd Simone de Beauvoir; and, if | were,
the last thing I would do would be to produce their
names in an effort to inflate my own. It was not
the Dreyfus family who made me a present of the
front page of L' Aurore with Zola’s J'Accuse.
The Dreyfuses have been unstinting with help and
encouragement, but they have no reason to make
me & valuable present; nor for obvious reasons,
could I have accepted one. J Accuse was given
me by the descendenis of Auguste Scheurer-
Kestner, the Alsatian senator whobrought French
Protestant influence to bear in favour of Alfred
Dreyfus. The Senator died in 1899 and was nota
friend of mine.
Mavis Gallant
Paris

Books it Canada is as ckagrired as Mavis
Gallant by what appears to be a series of
misundersiendings between our contributor and
his subject. Geoff Hancock replies as follows: 1-
am, of course, distressed to find that my hasty
math has prematurely aged Mavis Gallant. Nor-
mally ! would not mention a writer’s age exceptin
unusual circumstances. In this case, for some odd
reason, many people I talked to considened Mrs.
Gallanta contemporary of Ethel Wilson, possibly
in her 905, Such are the misconceptions that lime
and distance have created around Mrs. Gallant.
Neglect, abuse, and ill treatment take many
forms for a writer. In Mrs, Gallant's case, with
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the exception of two collections of stories, her
works are unavailable in Canada, The back issues
of The New Yorker with her stories of the last
decade cost $42; Green Water, Green Sky, The
Other Paris. A Fairly Good Time, and The
Pegnitz Junction cannot be found in any major
bookshop in Vaneouver, Toronto. or Montreal
texcept for specialty shops featuring limited
editions. and so on). FMm my vantage point in
British Columbia. she is praetieally unknown. &
form of neglect in itself for a writer of such
stature. | am referring here to herskills as afiction
writer. which is distinct from a Canadian writer.
The question of what she owes Canada and what
Canada owes he,. if anything. is a matter for
Jiterary eritics. (But since the 1576 edition of A
Litcrary History of Canada. Volume 111. has two
puges devoled to her, perhaps the matter s
settled® For me, simpleminded as | am in these
matters, she is a good writer who deserves o be
read and whose books should be made mom
available. |T 1 cun be responsible for drawing
auention to her work. and perhaps in some way
encourage some enterprising publisher ta bring
out a six-volume collected works. then | shall be
satisfied.

Nowhere in my article do | suggest Mm.
Gallant lives on prants, or public funds. nordid |
inquire into her source of income.

The Beckett. Sartre, de Beauvoir, ' Barthes
acquaintance came sbout in the course of several
conversations with Mm. Gallant over a six-week
period. She mentioned that she had me, Beckatt
and ence. while a, atheatre, be pretended not to
recognize herbutsatsheepishly nexttohis wife in
a row behind her nervously popping candies into
his mouth. Mm. Gallant mentioned, my notes
indicate. that because she knew Sartre and de
Beauvoir, the New York Times was always
pestering her ta do articles on them. (Such an
article appeared in September. 1977.) | do no,
know for certainiff she knew Barthes, but |
mentioned one day that | had been down the Paris
street where D*Artagnan of The Three Mus-
fereers was supposed to have lived. Mrs.
Gallant immediately responded that she knew
where that was, that Barthes lived on that street
for a while. and she then launched into a fine
hyperbolic description of Barthes and his way of
life. She certainly seemed to have the inside
information on the man, and | assumed they knew
vach otker. She does no, need ta inflate her name
or her reputation.

Knowing that Mm. Gallant does no, like
invasions wf her privacy. | deveted mom than
three quarters of my article to her fiction. Still.
fiction comes from somebody. and though the
New Criticism would argue that only the work
itself and its self-contained structures are what
matter. 1 did find that knowing Mm. Gallant
helped me to appreciate her fiction, (o appreciate
the humour and iconies within il. This aspect of
her personality is what | hoped to get across no,
only in my article, but also in the special issue of
Cunadiun Fiction Magazine.

The story of ' Accuse was & misunderstanding
en my part.

BROWSER OUT OF BOUNDS

Sir:

| object to The Browser's review of Arthur
Johnson's Margaret Tradean (April). While |
um no fan of Trudeaun's either. | couldn't help_but
feel the reviewer trespassed the boundaries of
[iterary criticism by ignoring the book and
commenting on the subject of the book herself. 1
refer specifically to the concluding remarks:
“. .a woman who structures situation afier
situating so she ean’t help being hart by the

results. There’s something pathetically out-of-
synch about her.”

Please, Browser, if you are going to comment
on a book, do so. but save your *“insights” asto
the true character of Margaret Trudeau for the
pages of People’s magazine. Or the Narional
Enquirer.

s. Molec
Saskatoon

CRI DE COEUR ENCORE

Sir:
1 see that we are still stuck with the kind of
Literature that means nothing and says nothing.
Perhaps if we wrote in modern Icelandic no one
would criticize us. We would no, have to bc
responsible for anything. That would be good for
such a rustic country.
J. Christian Henrickson
Vancouver

FALLIBILITY PRAISED.. .

Sir:

Allow me to offer belated suppert for your
“*Editor’s Note™" (May) answering the letter of
criticism about the selection and remarks by
judges of your First Novel comes,.

The candour show,, by Beoks in Canada in
printing the judge’s opinions was refreshing —
opinions diametrically opposed about the quality
of the award-winning volume. How many over-
seen of contests, judge's panels, or adjudi-
cators-at-large, in or outside Toronto, s0 openly
confess their fallibility?

Gerald Noonan
Wilfiid Laurier University
Whaterloo, OTI.

.» BEARDSLEY CHIDED

Sii
Comrespondent Dong Beardsley (May) did no,
resd the Firs, Novel Award piece very carefully.
Had he done so he would have noticed that
although 1tive in Toronto | picked The Invention
of the World as the Am novel  considered most
warthy of the award. Unfortunately | was out-
voted.
David C. Stimpson
‘Toronto

The editors
recommend

FICTION

Chain Redction, by Gordon Pape and Tony
Aspler, Penguin. Well-plotted thriller trig-
gered by Quebec’s unilateral declaration of
independence.

Don Quixote in Nighttown, by Victor-Lévy
Beaulieu, translated by Sheila Fischman,
Press Porcépic. A Quebee Ulysses.

Hold Fast, by Kevin Major. Clarke Irwin.
Moving story of a youth's struggle to retum 1o
his eutpert community.

NON-FICTION

The Making of a Secret Agent: The Pickersgill
Letters, 1934-1943, edited by George H.

Ford, McClelland & Stewart. Fascinating
record of intellectual life in the 1930s.

Another Time, by Eli Mandel, Press Porcépic.
An examination of Canadian literature within
the context of modemn literature.

Essays on the Constitution: Aspects of Cana-
dian Law and Politics, by Frank R. Scolt,
U of T Press. Articles on constitutional law,
civil liberties, and federalism by ome of
Canada’s intellectual leaders.

Warchouses for Death: The Nursing Home
Industry, by Daniel Jay Baum, Buras &
MacEachern. Effective account of the
humiliating and degrading system of elderly
care.

The Life and Death of Anna Mae Aquash, by
Johanna Brand, James Lorimer & Co. Dis-
quieling exposé concerning the death and
subsequent invesrigation of an Indian activist.

Shadd: The Life and Times of Mary Shadd
Cary, by Jim Bearden and Linda Jean Butler,
NC Press. Straightforward biography of an
uaconquerable Negro woman.

POETRY

‘The Blue Sky. by David Donnell, Black Moss
Press. Donnell’s latest collection of witty,
intelligent poems.

Books received

1978 Canadlan Film Digest Yearbook. compiled by Cana-
dian Film Digest. -

Ensl and Wesl, Stiecied Poems of George Faludy, edited by Jahn
Rebert Colomboa, Hovmslow.

Stint Jack. by John Thumgou. Anami,

Tralls fo Timberline, inar Blix, Northem Times Press.

The Caouck Book. by lan Walker and Keith Bellows. Gen-

eral.
Joe Davidson, by Joe David-on and John Deverell, Lorimer.
Nor*east for Louishurg, by William Douglas Fraser. Ametb-
yst Publicasions. .
Litrie Coyse. by Eagenie L Myles. Nelsoa,
Trasvel Gulde to Canada. by Percy Rowe, lacks. -
Sittlop on o Salt Spring. by David Conover. Paperfacks.
Wild Em: Jack. by Jack Miner, Paperfacks.
l!ll.if'llstnml Almonds, by Fredelle Bruser Maynard, Paper-

cks,

‘The Next-1o-13s1 Troln Ride. by Charles Dennis, PaperJacks.

South Amerlca, Lands of the Southern Cross, by Gary
Birchall, Ftzhenry & Whiteside, -

in the Ploneer Home. by Rosemary Neering and Stan Gamod.
Fitzbeory & Whileslde.

The Milsione Pockel Guide and Planner: London. by Max
Milstope, New Horizons.

The Milsiont Pocket Guide and Planners Parls. by Moz
Milsiooe. New Horizons.

Robertson Daxles. by Judith Skelton Grant, M & S.

Morley Callaghan, by Patricia Morley. M & §.

The Country of the Young. bg Don Gutieridge, UWO Press.

Selecied Storics of Ernesi Thompson Seton. ediied by Pat-
ricia Morley, U of © Press.

The Canadlag-United States Tarllf and Canodiae
Industry, by James R. William. U ol T Press.

The Grnsshnprer: Games. Life and Ulopla, by Bernord
Suits. U of T Press.

The Journal of Wiillam Stargfs. edited by S, W. Jackman.

Sono Nis.
Cnn::Puli:an Saclal Pollcy. edited by Shaokar A Ylaja. WLU
$e

SAVE 20% ON BOOKS
of your cholce, through our
mall order service.

We can supply almost any book in
print, hardcover or paperback,

Canadian or imporied, and give you
a discount in most cases.

Write for our catalogue and detalis.

the boek Ffienel

Depl. 12, Box 6364, Sta. ‘A’, Toronto [A6WY 1P7

INSTITUTIONS" Ask us aboul our Library terms.
Ask another Librarian aboul
the quality of our sannce.
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CLASSIFIED

Classified rates: $5 per line (40 characters to
the line). Deadline: firstof the month foriasue
dated following month. Address: Books in
Canada Classified, 366 Adelalde Strest East,
Toronto M5A 1N4. Phone: (416) 363-5426.

“CANADA NEEDS a national magazine lo
the left of Macleans ... and CANADIAN
DIMENSION Is if': John Rodriguez. M.P..
Micke! Belt. Politics. economy and culture.
$10.00 a year. Sle. 601.44 Princess, Winnt-
peg R3B 1K2.

DOLIION DAY IN JAIL — chapbook by
Chris Faiers. Lou Reed via Milton Acom. $1
ppd. Unfinished Monument Press, 2126 Ger-
rard St. E., Toronto.

FREE RESOURCE BOOKLET. Creative
Writing in High Schools. including lesson
plans. up to date litmag list. poetry cur-
riculum, sample program, annotated biblio-
graphy and much more. Free with sub-
Scription to Quarry. "Still one of Canada’s
best fittla magazines” — Ralph Gustafson.
Box 1081, Kingston. $8 —4 Issues.

INDEX OF ONTARIO ARTISTS -340 page
biographical guide to 1200 contemporary
visual artiste. Send $6.95 lo Visual Arts
Ontario. 6 York St., Toronto M&J 1R2.
3651607.

JOIN CANADIAN POETS CLUBin their3rd
Anthology. Membership 37.50 annually.
with bl-monthly newsletter. Lini Ft. Girol,
Trillium Baooks, 1431 Pelham Street. Font-
hill. Ontario LOS 1 EO.

CUT-OF-PRINT Canadiana bought and sold.
Catslogues sent free on request. Huronla
Canadiana Books. Box 665, Alliston. Ontario
LOM 1A0.

POETS! PROSE WRITERS! Participate with
other creative & non-fiction \writers across
Canada in first nation-wide comespondence
vorltshaop. Crilical feedback, market advice,
annual wiling awards, membership news-
letter, etc. open to all ages and levels of
development. Smell annual membership lee.
For brochure: New Writers' Cross Canada
Workshop, Box 277, Station F, Toronto.
Ontario MaY 2L7.

PROFESSIONAL BOOK ORDER SERV-
ICE. We can supply any book ever
published. Small membersKip lee entitles
you to substantial diseounts. ACADEMIC
BOOK CLUB, Dept. SIC. Box 1507, Kings-
ton. Ontario K7L 5C7.

ALVIAYS INTERESTED In purchasing re-
view books & libraries. COLOPHON
BOOKS, P.O. Box 46662, Vancouver,
VX 1.

Sir John A's campaign poster
Superb facsimile in glorious
period colour. Six known
remaining originals are
priceless. Approx. 24" X

.. 36". Send cheque or m.o.

i for $14.50 { plus 58¢ sales

= % tux in Ont.) to Victoriana,

. ¢/o Readers' Club, 33
'd“’m.w * Britain 5t., Toronto
Paowfauge  M3A 3737 SMipped”prepaid.
T.200LEXE.  Your pleasure guaranteed.
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Red, While & Rose, by Rowe, Muosson.
The Ile%l‘;mlng of the Lo h: a Hislory of TIimekeeplag
In Canada, by Muleolm M. Thomson, U of T Press.

Don't Slip on $he Soap, by Andy MacDonald, Musson.
Looking i Architeciure with Ruskin, by John Unrau, U of

T Press.
Woman With s:::s::r. by Terdll E. Stewarn, Septimus.
Crliical Cholce: Nuclear Power In Conada, (he Issues be-
hind Lhe headlines, by Chasles Law and Ron Glen, Cor-

..

'I!ch:.rnl for Dancers, by Cralg Powell, Tumsiazc.

Mister Never, by Miriam Woddington, Tumstone.

Swle_ll_ ms, Sept. 13 lo Oct. 5, 1976, by Ralph Gustafsca,

WMSIONE.

1In Delence of Federalism; A View from Quebee, by Qilles
Lalaade, mﬂmdlgg:lhﬁem. M&S,

The View from the Pulplt: Victorian Ministers and
Soclety, by P T. Phlllips, M & 5.

Fools nnd Wise Menz Lthe Rise and Fall of the One Big
Ualon, by [d J. Bercuson, McGraw-Hill Ryerson-

No Way Back. by Bill Blecks, Scholastle-Tab.

Suste-(), by Eric Wilson. Scholastle-Tab.

TFhis Can’t be Ha unil_ﬁ;l Maedonald Hall, by Gorden
Korman, Scholastle-Tab.

Mermalds and Tkons: A Greek Summer, by Gwendolyn
MacBwan. Anani.

The Garden of Delights, by Roch Carrier, wmnslated by
Sheila Fischman, Anansl.

The Garden of Delighls, by Roch Caier. translated by
Sheila Fischman, Anansi-

The Eiuzbée Ghello, by Pat Amstrong and Hugh Armstrong,

'I.'ildemlnﬁlng Maradsm: A Canadian Infroduction. by
Prank Conningham, Progress Boaks.
The Greot War and Canadian Soclely, ediied by Daphre

Read, introduced by Russell Hann, New Hogtown.
Alpha-Diddle mdm:{ by Audiey & Dodgi.:‘hkxim.

Scholastic-Tab.
Jombo, the Biggesi Etephant in all the World, by Flogence
McLaughlin Burns, Scholastic-Tab.

Cobbagelown, by Hugh Oarner, MeGraw-Hill Ryerson.
A Politleal Artz Essays and Images In Honoor of George
Woodcock, editzd by William H. New, UBC Press.
Wings Across Time, by Bavid H. Collins. Griffin House.
Profits In the Real Estate Indusicy, by Basll A. Kalymeon,
‘The Fraser Insthule.
and Disco

ntent, by Waller D, Young. McGraw-Hitl,

Ryerson.

The Other Ninefeenth Century, edited by Louise d”Argencourt
snd Douglas Druick, the Nallonal Muscum of Canada,

Conadian Arcite Prehistory, by Robert McGliee, Van Nos-
wrand Reinhold.

Ghos1 Towns of Oatorlo, by Ron Brown, Smg:cmh.

Some Notes on the Paintings of Francls Bacon, by Les

Amold, Nairn Publishing.
From the Medley, by Peggy Dragisic, Nalm.
Elimination Dance, by b Ondaatje, Nalm.

The Last of the Arctle, by Willlam Kurelek, Pagurian.

The Penfans and Conada, by Hereward Senior, Macmillan.

Disaeyland, Please, by Clive Doucet, Fitzhenry & Whiteslde.

Chlldr_tnnomw Edpe of Space, by Mick Murrs, Blue Moun-
1ain Books.

The Historlc Henrt of London, by John H. Lutman, Corpora-
1lom of the City of Loadon

Western Canada

Press.,
Sex at Thirty One, by Bary McKionon, Coledonia.

Letters from Geehssllle, Red Lane 40 George Bonering,
1960:1964, edited by Gmg;am:ring. edonia.
Sallors and Sauerkrout, by Barbara Bumkhardl, Bartie

Angus McLean and Doris Kochenek, Grn_g,s Pabliching.
The Proseculor, by Brian A. Grosman, U of TPress.
Mackenzle King: Widening the Debate, edited by Joho En-

glish and 1.0 Stubbs, Macmillan.
Conada: a Caadid Travel Gulde, by Gerald Hall and John

Brehl, G;ﬁ‘

Franklin and McClintock, by David West, Iotermedia.
Stermwheclers and Sidewheelars: The Romance of Steamdriven

Paddiewhecters in Comada, by Dr. Peter Charlebois, N.C
Storfes for Lale Night Drinkers, by Michel Teemblay, Intermedts.
Slxteen Waoys {0 Skin a Cat, by George Szaato, Imermadia.
Sandy Cove, by Mary Kate Bull, illustated by Henry Osler

Bull, Lancelot Press.

The Horvests of War: The Prairie West, 1914-1918, by

Jobn Herd Thompson, M & S. ]
Essays on Pl:llu:rh_v ‘and the Classies, by Joha Stuat bill.

edited by J. M. Robson, U of T Press. .

Big s:mn-ll_. Adventure in the Forest, by Diana Bezgelt,

realis.
Big ;2:;11. Adventure on the Waier, by Diana Bergel,
.
Big Mn:-.!l. Adventure at the Ranch, by Diana Berpelt.
Borealis.
Two for the Unkrown Land. by Frances Thompsom.

Borealls.
Canadian Local Histories to 1950; A Bibli

{Omarlo
‘and ehe Canadlan Norik. by William F. E. Morley. Uof
T Press.
Indian Wexving, Itnlmﬂg. Basketry of the Northwest, by
Elizabeth Hawkins, Hancock House,

Sasquaich: The Apes Among Us. by John Green, Hancock

louse.
Willle Won't Fly. by Jim Quixley, illustruied by Clarence Barney,
Borealis.
Rory and lluso“"llpoplug Crane. hy Heajher Kellerhals-
s,

Stewart, Borealis.

“The Girl Who Could See Around Corners, by A- P. Camp-
betl, illusirated by Nell Sonnemann, Borealis.

‘Thomas Merton: Monk and Poet. by George Waodcock,
Douglas & Mclniyre.

Go I‘;l; fme Great Thing. by Crauford Kilian, Dovglos &

elntyre.

The Exploration of Northerss Canada. by Alen Cocke and
Ciive Holland The Arclic History Press.

The Okanagan, phnlnﬂnphs by Hugh Redivo, introducilon
hﬁ Erlc Slsmey, OUP.

The Nuclear Challenge: Understonding the Debate. by
Alan Wyant, The Bock Press.

‘The Canadian Worker in the Twentleth Cenlury, edited by
Irving Abella and David Millar, QUP.

The Canadlon Ethnic Mosaic: A Quest for fdentity. ediled
by Lea Driedger, M & S.

ince 1870, by Alaa F. J. Antiblse. UBC *

Snowdiake fbe Polar Bear, Brum the Siherian , Tequllz
Ihe African Elephant, ond Loba tbe Timber Wall, by Judy

Ross, D.C. Heath.

Great Days In the Rockiess the Fhotographs of Byron
Harmon, 1906-1934, edited by Carole Harmen, OUP.

Alberln;ii? Bill Brooks, Hounslow,

Abby Hoffman, by Fred McFadden, Fitzhenry & Whileside.

Working With Kids: Creatlve Communieation. by Anos
W Millyard and Rick Wilka, Annlck.

Overnighl Adventure, by Frances Kilbourne, Blnsirated by
Amm Powell, The Women®s Press.

Mormy Works on Dresses, by Louise de Grosbais, Nicole
Lacelle, Raymonde Lamothe and Lise Nantel, translated

Caroline Bayard, The Women's Press.

The Travels of Ms. Beasver. by Rosemary Alltson and Ann
Powell, The Women's Press.

Lave and Work ht The Life of Anna Jameson, by
Clara Thomas, U of T Press.

The Gold Crossz One Man®s Window on the War, by Duvid
M. Dorward, Canadizn Srage and Arts Publicasions Lid.

Ten Times More Beautifol: the Rebullding of Vietnam, by
Kuthleen Gough, New Star Books.

Georpe Grant in Pracess: Essays and Conversalions, edited
by Larry Schmidi, Anansl.

What EEW American Should Know About Connda, by
Tam W. Deachman. Poperfacks.

North Amerlcan Moose, by Randoiph L. Peterson, IJ of T

Press.

Conado Handbook 1978, Publishing Sectlon, Information
Divlslon, Siatistles Canada.

Modern Medical Mistakes, by Edward C. Lambert, M-D..
Fitzhenry & Whiteside.

©On the Clreult, by Joseph F. Sucssmuth, Totem Books.

Death in Dawson, by Jim Lotz, PaperJacks.

The Last Canadian, by William C. Helne, Papecfacks.

The Slleat Rooms. by Anne Heberl, Paperlacks.

The Great Capadian Juke Book, by Roben Skelley, Paper

Jacks.
Cllilujl::;:‘ of the Black Sabbath. by Anpe Hebert, Paper-

Introduction lo Economics: A Conodicn Anslysis, by
Mavrice Archer, Macmillan.

Animal Tracks and Hunter Signs, by Emesi Thompson
Seron, Macmillan.

Now Thal Wene Burned Our Boats, The Report of the

le"s Commitsion oa Uzemployment in Newloand-

land and Labrador.

An Island Past, by Hary Holman. Square Deal. .

Edble Garden of Canada, by Adm Szemwinsdd and
Nancy Turner, National Muscam of Natural Sciences.

Two Masiers, One Message. by Roy C. Amare. Abingden.

The Assagsination of Cotour, by Ekdon Grier, Fiddlebead.

Dlardes. by Dorrel McBreainy, Flddiehead.

Against the Cold, by Alexandre Amprimoz. Fiddichead.

Silly Sally ond the Liitie Pumphin, by Fronk M. Tieroey.
illustrated by Wendy Ivine, Borealis,
YouSee Me Yet?, by Timothy Findlcy, Talonbooks.

Seven Hours to Sundawn, by George Ryg, Talonbooks.

Les Canadiens, by Rick Salutin. Talonbooks.

Dance As Dance, %Gﬁhrn Jacksen. Catalysl-

Pilgrims of the Wild, by Grey Owl, Macmillan.

R. B. Russell apd the Labour Mosement, by Kenneth W,
Osbome, The Bovk Sociely of Canada

Les chlens s"entre-devorenl, by Jean Morisser. Nouvellz Op-

.

l-'ign:-:ls In o Ground, edited Diane Bessal and David
Jackel, Western Producer Pralrie Books,

Vineland 1000. by Andrew Sharp, Amdrew Sharp Poblica-

tlons.
Bloody Harvest. by Grabame Woods. Seal Books.
An Isiand Past. by Harry Holman, Square Deal.
Robert  Bothwell,

Penyson: His Life and World,
- McGraw-Hill Ryerson.

Recreatlonal FI'I':I}'III. by Robern Winter, MeGraw-Hill
A I'l:lhllrle Boy's Winter and Summer. by William Kurclek.

odra Beoks.
Modernization and the Camadian Siate, edited by Daniel
(l:::nday. Hubert Guindon and Allan Turowe1z. Macmil-

Two Floys. by George Woadcock, Taleobooks.
Myth and Meanlog, h&qmdn Lévi-Strauss, U of T Press.
ngzs of Weslern Canada, by Jim McDonald, Donna Polteck
and Bob MeDermot,

Labrador Tea Company.
Around Vietorla and Vancouser Jsland, by Beg;yﬁC:mpbell.
ng.

otogra Jim Ryan, Campbell’s Publ

The |;E'III'I of I%E:ymﬂ Fﬂry. by Shella Blecks, pictures by
Kelly Clark, Cherry Publishers.

Same of the Cat Poems,

The Sun at Your Thighs.
Whiteman, Pirzeus.

12 Poems, 12 Drawings. by Bruce Whiteman and M. W.
Jewell, Poels and Paioters Press.

Cricket Christmnos, by Heather Rellerhals-Stenant. illustra-
tions bly Lucya Yarymowich, Borealis.

Vislence in Canada.” by Mary Alice Beyer Gammon.
Methwen.

The Great Stumble Forward. by James C. Hackler,
Methuen.

A Burning Pofience, by Pier Giorgio di Ciceo. Bercalic.

In lh:lT;oll Wood, by Ollve Joges, pictures by John Baver.

eshuen.

Wild Blue. by Chick Childerbose. Hool Productiens.

Scoar Tlsstue, by John Ditsky. Vesta.

The Heterosexual Relationship. by R. C. Pyrch and K.

Pazder. Vesta.

Martin's Starwaors, by Joan Lyngseth. illusirated by Stevcn
Collier. Barealis.

The Mouse Who Came to Dinner. by Kenneth Radu and
Dione L- Radu, Borealls.

From the Forthest Hebrldes, edited by Domld A. Frrﬁm-
on, Aonaghus Lain MacDhomhnuill and Jean F. Gilles-
pie Lopdon, Macmillan.

Spotlight on Liz, by Glenna Davis Slean. Macmillan.

Singled Oul, by Louis M. R. Tardif, Macmillan.

lelrl at the Rocking Seven. by Jean Sherman Weir, Macmil-

Antle Gold, Cross Country Press.
e Moon at Your Lips, by Bruce

an.

The Polltics and Mal‘lz‘pmunl of Canadlan Economic
Pn:II?. by Richoard W, Phidd and G. Brude Doern, Mac-
mitkan,
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Clarke Irwim i

leads into September with

SKI FREE, a full colour
photo-guide to the art and sport
of freestyle skiing by World
Champion GREG ATHANS.
VANCOUVER NIGHTMARE,
ERIC WILSON's sequel to
“Murder on the Canadian,” has
Tom Austen, boy-detective, hot
on the trail of drug-smugglers
from the Orient.

KEN REEVES, plant expert of
“Radio Noon,” gives practical
answers to numerous gquestions in

PLANTS: ANSWERS THAT WORK.

DREAMSPEAKER is CAM
HUBERT'S disturbing novel of a
young boy, an old Indian, and
the marvellous healing powers of
the spirit. An award-winning

TV movie.

THE RAILROAD’S NOT ENOUGH
IS HEATHER MENZIES’ portrait

of Canada, discovered through
Interviews with people from coast
to coast.

The perfect island vacation is
ensured with CUBA: A TRAVEL
GUIDE, leading you to Havana
nightclubs and white sands.

August-September. 1878. Books in Canada 43

m — e g v T 1 T DY, T Y



1rin

=N SA

L LIS

SUMMER PLACES
Brendan Gill & Dudley VWitney
Luzh photagraphy and polished prose
capture summer places m Canada

and tha .S,
$2095

JUDITH
Aritha van Herk
Winner of the Seal $50,000 Canadian
First Noval Award - a $artling,
entertaining, uterly wniorgetiable
baok.
$10.00

DEATH OF A LADY'S MAN
Leanard Coben
At las1, Cohen's newes! - a tour de
force of language. lyrcism, paroady
and wit.
$10.00

PREGNANT AND ALONE
Anne¢ Ross
A timely, down-to-garth, informatwe
book of praventatives and practicali-
ties.

$4.85 PA.
IRAN - ELEMENTS OF DESTINY
Rolaff Beny
A sumpluous visual porwrait of
modarn Iran.
$§50.00

THE CULTURAL CONNECTION
Bemard Ostry
A landmark contribution to the wital
field of government support to the
arts.
$1295CL.
$7.85PA.

NAJMES OF THUNDER
Scotr Lavirance
An exciting new volee in Canadian
poetry, a varied, adveniurous collec-
tion.
$5.95PA.

A PATTERN FOR HISTORY
ABM. Lowar
The grand themeas of wastern civiliza-
tion viewed from a modern per-
spective.
51695
IMAGES OF
LUNENBURG COUNTY
Peter Barss
Hard and herolc tales told by the last
of a vanishing breed - Nova Scotia’s
inshore fishermen. Exquisite black-
and-white photos.
$12.95

THE WILD FRONTIER
Prerre Berton
More heroes.  rehels, smnt: )
eccentries from Canagda’s adventuro:
past
514,95

THE GLASSY SEA
Marian Enge!
A major new aovnl by 15e authoe it
Bear
$1095

TAKEOVER
Donald Craighton
A warm, oak-panalled whoskey Dareel
of a book, spiked with muerine
$1295

THE LOVE POEMS OF
IRVING LAYTON
irning Layton
Special deluse tmuted editin anth
special lithographs by Graham Caugh-
try.
510000

MYSTERY AT THE EDGE OF
TWO WORLDS
Christie Harris
A new tale of mysigry anrd sdvenlur-
by the belnved childien™s au e
$8.95

WHEN LOVERS ARE FRIENDS
Merie Shain
More {rom the authnr ot Somy Men
Are Mare Parfec| Than Others
$8.95

SAM BORENSTEIN
Lao Rosshandlar & Wiltham Kuhns
The first major dlustraled book =n
the acclaimed Laurenhian pairmer
$35.00

THE COLOUR OF CANADA
Hugh MacLennan
The revized, vpdated edidin o1 o
million-seller classic
$9.95

MAKING ARRANGEMENTS
Robart Harlow
A freewheelkng novel ot hegh spurfes
horseplay and thoroughbred hulanty
§1295

THE TIGHTROPE DANCER
Irving Layton
The grear master's neviess coliee e
£5.95 PA

BRONFMAN DYNASTY
Pater C Nevman
Evern bugper Man The  Caradian
Exiablithemeent ke shede clorse nf
1he bt st emgme ot them gl
51795

BEN WICKS' WOMEN
Ben Wicks
Hiz meeqwrsd  npalram al avayeand
davidiornt gt ynaskean | bor arfvie

$8 95

THE DOG CRISIS
Iris Nowsif
The tust bt e e tdenra urbon
rcblem tasl Gecomiong 3 S
$795 PA

THE CANADIAN ETHNIC MOSAIC
Leo Driedger, edior

& wirk: ranqine, mulldaceted lenob gt

Coanda’s athreg e ups

$895

MOOSE MEAT AND WILD RICE
Basit Johnston
Rl b +3ohnrs vieth an seepginges
wbife pang ot Inelians o6 s medern
1Ay reer us
$1295

SPELLCRAFT
Rabin Skelton
Invee ytignes,  Fiessiags pestnctoons.,
bealing  <prtls love spells Lundinng
wnd birdding
§6.95 PA

CLAIATONE
Garth Hopkins
The whals gtk tohirnd g Jramaic,
sonlroverdnl  eperie o Canathan
husmess hishary
S14 95

FALL BY FURY
Earte Buney
He bt culbserinn ot e poasme, n
HVE yeart
$595PA

CHRISTOPHER BRETON
Salwyn Dawdney
An mpnesawss nevr novel Dy e

author Gt the elasoe Wind Wethoul

Ran
$1495

BEING ALIVE
Af Purdy
PuEriz e andd et Dingd
detirlve, in-luedare
5795 PA

AUTURMRN/WINTER 1978 FROM
MeClelland & Stewart

The Canadian Publishers

LANDMARKS OF CANADIAN ART
Peter Mellen

In gl oalpoe 116 masterworks

v Oretashery 1 the prgsant, the

Trus MREsares o taar Yoer.tage

$50 00 non-returnable

WHERAE THE CHERRIES END UP
Garl Henley

A Jaz7hine hegt newul aboul @ soratoy

v it and hesy she grevgils

$1095

THE DICTIONARY OF CANADIAN
QUOTATIONS AND PHRASES
Robert M, Harmilton
& Dorothy Shields
Tae wugng' bk At Canachan
guntahions, meww b Derter ang

FdSIE? "1 =

S85 60

FROM THE EDGE
OF EXTINCTION
Darryl Stewart
A pignen Lk a0 ey waldhlle cone
S ITIE S, s

$1295

ONTARIO SINCE 1867
Joseph Schull
G4 years ot peaining hestory - the
e AN Odrecrame ot g centraily
IMOP LAY [y ings

51596

THE REMARKABLE PAST
Pugrre Berton
My Country  The Remarkgble Pam
and Trhe Wild Frontier More Tales

tr. ot the Remark.able Pasi
$2095

GROWING UP DEAD
Brenda Rabkm
N eensilive, warng Ignk  at wwhy
4 duleg 2nis oemmal suicade

$6.95 PA

BEAUTIFUL CANADA
CALENDAR, 1979
Frasevnnng  luxunacust,  reprodused
¢hutopraphs 0t Canatian  scenes
captuist by Canmfa s 1 camern

artets
$199

TOM THOMSON CALENDAR, 1979
Harold Town & David P. Silcox,
ednors
Inspirrad by 1387 v #at 5 brsrsailer,
T Thomgnn  The Silence and

| o i ety h m g—— —

the Siarm
5495
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