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SISTERS UNDER THE SKIN

AS Rddcl_yffe Hall asserted} and Jane Rule
confirms, the new Sdpphos not for burning

| Themefor Diver se Instruments, by Jane Rule, Taton- |
DOOKS 185 pages, $4.95 Paper.

Lesbian ¥mages, by Jane Rule, Doubleday, 312 pages, |

$9.90_cloth.

Radelyffe Hall at the Well of Loneliness: A Sapphic
Chronicle, by Lovat Dickson, William Collins Sons, 236

pages, $11.95 cloth.
By ADELE WISEMAN

NOT BAVING READ any of the previous work of Jane Rule, |
came With pleasure on Theme for Diverse Instruments. In
her fiction, Ms. Rule is a virtuoso who sets hersdf difficult
tasks and brings formidable powers of craft and intellect to,
beur intheir execution. There'ss a fine quirkiness of mind
and a suppleness of style that make even what for me were
the |ess successful of these 13 stories worth reading. At her
best, Ms. Rule has the ability to sdlect and organize details
in such away as to set off sympathetic vibrations among
apparently unrelated subjects. The result isa fruitful and
meaningful ambiguity, similar to that found in metaphor,
having the same suggestive sense of hidden relationship, of
depth and complexity, of the validity of the personal vision
that she presents. A story | would single out for required
re-reading is “Invention for Shelagh.” At first sight a series
of journa jottings loosely describing the relationships
among a group of people named but scarcely visualized,
this story responds to atention. It is a delicate evocation of
the essential petterns and rhythms and movements of these
people as they impinge on each other in physicd, intellec-
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tual, and emotional space, and as they are impinged on b

what to them are significant details from the outside world.
One is led to sense them in continuous creation, to perceive
their interweaving lives, the “dance’ of their existence that
has both personal immediacy and dte fe_ellsré? of a more
abstract composition, of the flux of life itself. NO mean
accomplishment, this, .

The title story of the book presents the narrator’s family
myth as rooted. in an Amazonian mother, her totem the
redwood we. It is a gigantic projection, of Bunyanesque
vitality. This mother, creator of fruitful, masterful daugh-
ters and massive. exemplary, but ultimately ineffectual sons
is, it is also suggested, the creator of the U.S,, her offspring
its power dite. Thematicaly and symbolically complex,
this is, among other things, a bold attempt to set up against
the prevalent myths of our society in which the positive
powers are predominantly male, a postive myth of the do-
minant female. As such It is bound to creste some discom-
fort, as the males in the story are correspondi n%!y di-
minished, even to the point where of the two key biologi-
cally non-reproductive members of the family, the male is a
neutered literary critic (and what could be more neutered?),
while the female is a lesbian artist, whose totem is the
spider. It is elear that male ascendancy is not even a ques-
tion here. though (_:on_s_derm? the habits of lady spiders,
male survival as a significant force may well be. Arachne,
the spider lady, has even seduced the chosen mate of the
one male in the family who managed to produce a son. and
%herheby cut him off from legally spreading his name any

urther.

“Brother and Sister” is a moving piece on a theme that
recurs in various guises in this book. Here the disintegration
of the gigantic brother must inevitably be chillingly con-
trested with the quiet, helpless strength of the amost invisi-
ble but clearly dominant sister. In lighter vein is “House,”
a delightful little tale, a comic survivel story of a family that
manages to cope creatively with the results ‘ of the father's
brief flirtation with middle-class conformity. “Middle
Children” was less successful for me largely because of the
author’s insistence on her thesis about middle children,

It is clear-that male ascendancy is nut even a
question hem, though censidering the habits of
lady spiders, male survival as a significant force
may well be.

which, being arguable. tended to weaken the effect of.
rather than support, her central idyll. In some of the other
gories | found m?/self questioning her story-telling strategy,
aither because of what for me were uncertainties of inten-
tion, as in “The Basement of the House” where | felt that
Ms. Rule was playing with loaded red herrings, or blurring
of focus, as in “Housekeeping,” where the stated theme
and resolution did not quite coalesce with the underlying
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Senior
Arts
Grants

for those Who have made a significant contribution
over a number of years. Worth upto $15,000 to cover
living, production and travel costs.

Closing dates: October 15, 1976 for all
disciplines and April 1,1976 for a second competition
in visud arts and writing only.

Arts
Grants

for artists beyond the level of basic training. Worth up
to $7,000 plus program costs not exceeding $900
and travel dlowance, if needed.

Closing dates: ner 1
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October 181975 forall disci-

8so, applications are accepted at any time for:

Short Term Grants
Traval Grants
Project Cost Grants
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The Canada Council,
Arts Awards Service,
P.0. BOX 1047, °
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emotional currents. In the othérwise perceptive “A Walk by
Himself,” | didn't know whether to take the ending as a
postscript to epiphany or the prefude to disaster. One thir)%
IS certain, in accordance with the discovery of the little gir
in “My Father's House,” Ms. Rule is very definitely paint-
|n%nherse|f into the picture. _

the non-fiction Lesbian Images, Ms. Rule examines
the lives and work of a number of [iterary women and
comments on the image of the lesbian that each of them
projects. She judges not according to the quality of the
writing they produced. but according to her own standards
of what condtitute desirable lesbian responses. This is not a
dispassionate study, as she readily admits. She is a cham-
pion of a cause and measures her own well-being by the
attitude Of Society toward her cause. Informative and often
analytically acute, Ms. Rule makes some interesting snd
insightful comments about a formidable arrdy of gifted
women. She does a brilliant job, fer instance, of pinpoint-
ing the reasons for the continued popularity of Radclyffe
Hal's The Well Of Loneliness:

Is survival s the single authoritative novel on lesbian love depends
on its misconception. It supporis the view that men are naturally
superior, that, given a choice, any women would prefer a real man
unless she herself is a congenital freak.. . Stephen does not defy the
social structure she was bom into. Male domination is intolerable to
her only when she can’t assert it for herself, Women are inferior.. .

She a0 says some illuminating things about the tendency
to increasing obsurity in Gertrude Stein, and the critical
unfaimess in the treatment of such writers us Willa Cather
by critics whose judgments have been biased by their own
assumptions about leshians. But Ms. Rule is no more fair or
accurate than they were when dealing with artists who
somehow run counter to the bias of her own obsession.
What could less aptly describe the tone and quality of that
writer's work, than the unfortunately twice-repeated Simile
with which she opens and closes her chapter on Colette?

“Reading mo much Colette a atime is like having an orgy *

of rancid maple sugar.” _

What is actually the response to lesbians that Ms. Rule
hopes m foster? In her opening chapters, she traces the
history of religious, legal, and moral persecution of the les-
bian, and a grim hitory it is. She examines the trandation
from religious and moral persecution to psychiatric persecu-
tion ~— correctly, | think, interpreting the punitive and
judgmental attitude that is still at the base of most psychiat-
ric practice toward any mental disturbance. Rejecting veh-
emently in paticular the Freudian masculinity-femininity
dualism, she goes on to reject all psychiatry that assumes
leshianism is a sickness ar is symptomatic of sickness, even
when the |eshian feels sick and herself desires treatment.

Nowadays, the people who make life most difficult for

her, Ms. Rule claims, are the “hidden leshians,” who live

their lives in fear of discovery and feel threatened by her
candid and unashamed lifestyle. Her cal is to al lesbians
and potentid lesbians m stand up and he counted. proud.
normal and unashamed. If they don’t or won't, it is because

of the destructive effects of lifelong socid pressure on the

sdf-image.

Asfar es Ms. Rule is concerned, al women should iden-
tify themselves with lesbians, “for the radical woman, free
of the dominance of man, whether or not she was emotion-
dly and sexualy involved with another woman, coild and
should proudly call herself a lesbian.” Surety this is an

abuse of semantics, if nothin%else. But once antguage Is

blurred, it is easier to accept the further blurring of reality.



For this is essentially a polemical book, its writing in tone
and method always dipping toward propaganda for a
cause. Facts are sdlected and trimmed for highlighting,
datistics are incompletely analyzed, their implications
oversmplified; statements are emotionaly loaded. Psy-
chiatrists, for instance, are excoriated as unscientific and
irrational, but a statement by Simone de Beauvair (“And if
nature iS t0 be invoked, one can say that al women are
naturdly homosexud.. ..”) is presented as though it has
particular authority. Similarly, the aithor quotes Robin
Morgan's “assertion that most leshians in the country are
married and are raising children,” to which she adds:
“She’s probably right.. ..** And there is a great dedl of
play given to some imiperfectly interpreted statistics from
Kinsey, from which she evolves the claim that women are
really better satisfied sexually by women. Further, accord-
ing to her reading of Kinsey, a majority of women prefer
techniques associated with lesbian lovemaking, even in
heterosexua relationships. But since she has totally rejected
the Freudian femininity-masculinity axis, how can she,

Iinteresting to speculate that a Won Juan among
lesbians iray yet tam out to be a latent hetero-
sexual. Andfascinating that an ideal for the lib-
erated women should be |loveless fucking, the
one-night stand, the fraternity-boy mentality.

claim any kind of lovemaking as specifically feminine?
Since men have tongues teo, she would have to limit her
gatistics to how many women actually prefer to perform
cunnilingus, for instance. And she would have to consider a
gatistic on how many women prefer to perform fellatio.
And what of dl the women in the statistical picture who
wer¢ never interested enough to try lesbianism? Lack of
space prevents Me from pointing QUt all the other absurdities
of this kind Of approach to the complexities of human sexual
and emotiona interaction. Suffice to say that what Ms. Rule
is driving &t here is basically as insulting to women, the
very people she claims to want to liberate and represent. as
the thuggish male assertions we al know so well: “All you

irls really need is a good screw. You may kick and scream

ut you're really dying for it.” | really think she doésn't
redlize that the underlylgg thrust of her argument is equally
assaultive, reductive, salf-judtifying and wish-fulfilling.
Women apparently are to be told, if not by the male then by
the leshian, who they are and what they really want, and
what choices it is most natural for them to make.

And after all her talk of the high grades of love bet&en
lesbians, after her complaints because the church won't |eg-
ally sanction lesbian marriages, after all her strenuous ol
jections throughout the book to male identification. Ms.
Rule, in her final pages, makes a plea for unity in the
lesbian movement (though why leshians should agree any
more than the let-handed people whom she claims their
essential Situation duplicates. it's hard to see), and she sa
lutes Jill Johnston. the leader of a faction advocating a
separate |esbian nation, in the following curious terms.

The joyous energy which comes from this kind of lesbian identity
has given Jill Johnsion the reputation of a Don Juan, for she has
given up any coneept of love which includes possessiveness, celeb-
rates her liberation from the necessity of being in love in order to
cnjoy her sexuality, boasts of pick-ups and one-night stands more
like a fraternity boy than a middle-aged woman she has somehow
survived 10 become,

L e e o camme s
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Interesting t0 speculate that @ Don Juan among lesbians may
yet turn OUt tO be a latent heterosexual. And fascinating that
an ided for the liberated woman should be loveless fucking,
the one-night Stand. the fraternity-boy mentality.

The fact is that under the high gloss of argument, there is

a considerable confusion in Ms. Rule’s camp. She is trying
to argue on too many fronts Smultaneoudy, and some of

the stances she feels compelled to take up in order to come

out “right” are mutually contradictory. Now, the place

where mutually contradictory stances can be successfully

reconciled, is fiction at its best. In Ms. Rule as a writer of

fiction | can see that as an exciting possibility. AS a propa- ,
gandist, she too often insults -my intelligence, and what |

conceive to be her own.

One hdf-turn fmm these current intengties and who is
that long, reedy gentleman, his manner self-possessed yet
hesitant, modesty underlining distinction, a man still
dightly bewildered to have been chosen to bear witness to
such mysteries? Lady Una Tmubridge. devoted consort
though she was to Radclyffe Hall for a great part of her life
and possibly beyond (“*And if God choose | shall but Love
thee better after death”), certainly knew how to pick her
man. No knight of old could have conceived himself less
worthy, nor completed more honourably an unwanted task,
at the behest.of fair lady. In Radelyffe Hall af the Well oOf
Loneliness. a biography of Radclyffe Hall. and in fact, of
Una Tmubridge too, Lovat Dickson has discharged what he
came {0 feel was a moral obligation, and has perhaps finaly
slenced a certain amount of urgent dto bleeping in his
direction, fmm’that territory beyond the grave that both
ladies (as well as W. B. Yeats and others, before and since)
had spent many of their living hours in trying to explore.

Radclyffe Hall and Una Tmubridge were colourful
figures (rich, beautiful lady in diamond studded semi-drag,
accompanied by willowy, delicate beauty in a monocle) of
the London social scene of the 1920s. The Well Of Loneli-
ness, if viewed as literature, was guite adequately described
by Virginia Woolf, who nevertheless defended its right to
be printed, as ‘“'a meritorious, dull book.” Still, its writing
.was motivated by a genuine messianic impulse, and seen
amply as a semi-bio?raphical document, in intense sincer-
ity of purpose and glimpses of raw human anguish, it has
some genuingly moving moments. Radelyffe Hall saw her-
sdf as a pioneer, and hoped by her efforts to win s?/mpathy
and acceptance and emotional living space for al leshians.
Though the book was banned for a while, to the &light of
its cunning publisher, who arranged to have it published in
France, from whence few travellers returned without it, it
established leshianism as a cause, and brought comfort to
probably thousands of lonely and distressed women — the
not unmixed comfort, as lane Rule would point out, of
learning that they were not alone, for there were alot of
other fresks just like them.

Radclyffe Hall concelved of her homosexual nature as an
unwanted role that had been thrust on her from birth, a
congenital deformity. She was fated but innocent, and as
such deserved compassion und understanding, and the tight
to live and love in her own way. Since it had been thrust
upon her, she determined to perform thii role openly on the
stage of life, acting out its implications as natura to the
role. Intensely self-conscious, intensely egocentric, she and
Una performed their lives, convinced not only of their vaid-
ity, but of their high purpose.

Lovat Dickson is careful-to impose few of the insghts,

. interpretations or judgments from a later age on the biog-
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raphical material With which he deals. He describes these
lives in the terms in which they were lived, alowing his
heroines their own interpretations of themselves and of their
needs and behaviour. His style, spare and of an old-world
elegance, admirably captures their time. But though he sel-
dom intrudes on their performance, he is not uncritical, as
for instance of their treastment of Una's little daughter, who
“lived the loneliest life imaginable .. and a certain sadis-
tic element seemed to enter Into the judgments and subse-
quent punishments meted out by them when she had erred in
any way.” But when they had dumped her and gone off

Luckily, some child was spared the acting out of
this sentimentalfantasy, which was related to the
old bugaboo about the “barrenness’* of homo-
sexual union, rather than amy interest in other
than themselves.

together for a joyous holiday in Itay, “they even started
negotiating for the purchase of a baby which they could
adopt and bring up as their own.” Luckily, some child was
spared the acting out of this sentimental fantasy, which was
related to the old bugaboo about the “barrenness’ of homo-
sexua union, rather than any interest in other than them-
selves. What frantic mental. emotional, and pliysical ?ym—
nastics must be performed when one's -concept of “lo
remains [imited to that “romantic love” s0 dear to the ado-
lescent and other egocentric states. What an amount of ema-
tional pumping up is required to sustain these ecstasies, and
how much continued physical reassurance. What a limited

*range this is for that most splendidly generous of human
capacities, the capacity to love.

And yet, under what enormous Stress these women fune-
tioned. How much psychic energy it must have taken sim-
ply to brazen out their lies. Lovat Dickson is obviously
sometimes shocked, and clearly handle-s some of the details

Ve,

Radclyffe Hall

at fingertips end. What, for instance, that is unique o
1wb§an activity, could possibly be involved in the follow-
Ing’ '

It is clear that the sexual practices of jesbianism induced some
gynaecolopical woes of an wnhappy kind for which the medical
treaiment can be protracted and painful.

But it isto his credit that he records as a process Of enligh-
tenment, an enlargement Of understanding and sympatﬁ :
the history of his contact with Una Troubridge, an enlarge-
ment of understanding and sympathy he hopes, in turn, to
bequeath to his readers. O

LAND OF MILK AND HONKIES

Sure Canada’s d multicul turd | society — up to d
point. Now let’s find out what it red”y means

By PAUL STUEWE

HERE IN THE wonderful world of the vertical mosaic we
don't believe in coddling our immigrants, no sir. We just
gft the little blighters through one of our more Byzantine
bureaucracies and encourage them to move into a compat-
ible ghetto where “their own kind” will look after them.
Sun, we fund an information centre hem and them and hire
the odd multilingual socid worker, but that's just a little
frosting on the old Canadian comuwpia. We al know that a
little hard work and clean living will carey one tight to the
... well, not the top, but close enough SO that One can at
least become a member of one of the less influential service
clubs and a spokesman for the ~Canadian com-
munity and an all-round good fellow valiantly transcending

& Books in Canada, September, 1975

the handicap of an unpronounceable name. Dare anyone ask
for mom? ]
Until recently, no. But since John ‘Porter's 1965 dis-
covery that some pieces of the mosaic were more equa than
others. wc have realized how closdly ethnicity and stetus are
linked in Canadian society. Although this is a relatively
tolerant country -and at a time of “White Power” dogans
defacing Toronto heardings and East Indian homes being
vandaized in Vancouver, |et us emphasize the relarively —
the flip side of our easy-going acceptance is a pervasive
. absence Of curidsity about what really makes our ethnics
tick. As long as immigrants choose to remain within the
established confines Of their particular enclave. ignorance
may indeed be conducive to bliss, but |et them move to-
wards achieving power or wealtt in the greater society and
we will raise up on our hind legs and come forth with a
resounding “what do you people wans?"
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One way of finding out would be to consult a few of the
proliferating number of books dealing with the experience
of ethnic groupsin Canada. For a succinct and yet wide-
ranging overview of historical developments, one could do
little better than to turn N Immigration and the Rise of
Multiculturalism, edited by Howard Palmer (Copp Clark,
216 pages, $7.95 cloth rind $4.75 paper). Hereis an excel-
lent selection of the speeches, memoirs, and sociological

Canadian immigration policy has always
reflected the short-run interest of the ruling polit-
ical party, and its lack of consistency has been as
notable as its failure to take humanitarian con-
siderations into meaningful account.

studies that constitute the hard reality behind the conven-
tional platitude that Canada has always welcomed the dis-
advantaged of the world, and one-reads them with an avid
fascination compounded by a growing sense of shame.

Sir Clifford Sifton’s preference for the “ stalwart peasant
in a sheep-skin coat,” for example, hasbeen preserved both
in Canadianhistory books and Columbo’s Canadian Quota-
tions; but the full text of his remarks indicates just how
primitive were the terms in which the early 20th-century
debate on immigration was conducted:.

- there are hundreds of thousands of hardy peasants .. . who are
unxmtls to leave Burope and siart life under better cundmons ina
newmumry These men are workers. They have been bred for
generations to work from daylight to dark. They have never done
anything else and they never expect to do anything else.

with adversaries of the quality of Sir Clifford, it isnot
surprising that those opposed to immigration had little
difficulty in lowering the level of discourse even further. The
prize for Most Inflammatory Yellow Journalism should
probably go te the Calgary Herald; which specialized in
such vicious rhetoric as “dirty, frowsy, Galicians’’ and
“the importing of a mass of human ignorance, filth and
immorality;” but even “liberals’ of the calibre of Watson
Kirkconnell, who stressed the potential benefits of multi-
culturalism, tended to rely upon the most wildly impres-
sionistic stereotypes of **national character,”

This sort of historical dirty laundry aside, however. there
is one very important point that emerges from Palmer’s
book. Canadian immigration policy has alwaysreflected the
short-run fnterests of the ruling politica party, and its lack
of consistency has been as notable as its failure to take
humanitarian considerations into meaningful account.
When strong bodies have been needed for hard labour or
professional skills inadequately supplied by the Canadian
educational system, the welcome mat has been unrolled and
immigration regulations judiciously eased; but when pro-
jects am completed and professional positions filled, we
suddenly discover that immigrants, put severe strains on our
capacity for tolerance, and move N har those who will have
“difficulty in adjusting”’ to our once-more self-sufficient
society. Thus that current travelling farce known as the
“Green Paper” hearingsis merely a sophisticated method of
preparing public opinion for a.new tightening of immigra-
tion requirements, and when and if business conditions im-
prove we shall doubtless be treated to a “ Purple Paper”
touting the contribution’ of immigrants to an expanding
economy.
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serigs, the Fosters bring the magnificence’of Canada's wik
jemess to fife in an exquisite book

118 photographs, 48 pages In full colour, 819.95

IMMIGRANT&
4 Portrait of the Urban Experlence, 1890-1930
Robert Harnay and Harold Troper

An in-depth intensely ravealing case study of the great wave
of forelgners to Toronlo, Canada's archelypal, urban.” immig-'
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150 rare pholographs, $14.95
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A concrete example of our off-again, on-again attitudes
to “New Canadians’ is provided by David Flint's The
Huiterites: A Study in Prejudice (Oxford, 193 pages,
$5.95 paper). Enticed here by promises of freedom from
military service and the rights to private schools and com-
munal land ownership, the Hutterites soon learned that the
Canadian government could be swayed by the fears of a
minority of ultra-patriots. The promise of military exemp-
tion was revoked, and ensuing decades of harassment over
private schools and communal land ownership, harassment
encouraged by the government’s initial failure to stand up to
racist sentiment.

After reading The Hutterites, one concludes that they are
more to be pitied for their isolation than persecuted for their
unwillingness to compromise centuries of religious prac-
tice. Flint's is a highly sympathetic presentation, stressing
the positive qualities of a life characterized by gentleness,
industriousness, and fundamental stability; but the Hutter-
ites' careful programming of desirable socia responses
brings to mind the enforced sterility of walden Two, as
they tenacioudy build a solitude and call it peace. This
informative and penetrating book will in any case pmvide

readers with the means of making their own estimation of
the validity of the Hutterite alternative.

Headley Tulloch’s Black Canadians: A Long Line of
Fighters (NC Press, 188 pages, $8.95 cloth and $3.95
paper) is one of the first Canadian examples of-what might
be called the “ethnic pride” book, where the intent is to
instill a positive group self-image by filling in some of the
blanks in Anglo-centric history texts. Tullech recounts the
story of blacksin Canadain clear, forceful prose that never
lapses into empty rhetoric, and strikes a nice balance bet-
ween self-interest and consideration for others. A typical.
comment: “|ately we have had m emphasize that black is
beautiful. But so are red, yellow, and white.”

Four years ago | was atutorial leader in a course on race
relations at a Canadian university, and found that the stu-
dents' lack of interest in Canadian material was matched
only by my inability m find inexpensive and readily availa-
ble specimens of it. Thereisne longer any excuse for either
avoiding the subject or characterizing it as dull and tedious.
We now have the opportunity to learn what multiculturalism
really means, and that is anexciting and challengingproject
that we may just be mature enough to’ accept. O

NON-LITERATE LITERATURE

The Doukhobors distrUst print. but @ novel
hdsteedi kil edorm matriarchal memories

By GEORGE WOODCOCK

THERE ARE FEW Doukhobors living today who took part in
the great migration of thesect from Russia to Canada under
the =gis of Tolstoy and Kropotkin nearly 80 years ago, and
even fewer who remember the settlements in the Caucasus
fmm which these religious pacifists began their long odys-
sey of exilein Georgia and Cyprus before they eventually
reached a disenchanting haven in Canada. But a quarter of a
century ago, when | first encountered the Doukhobors in the
narrow valeys between the-Rockies and the Okanagan,
many veterans of the Russian past survived - and espe-
cialy those amiable matriarchs. faces wrinkled like winter
apples under their traditional head-scarfs, who firmly
*ladied"" it over their children and grandchildren, gently
tyrannized their daughters-in-law, and made marvellous
perogis and kasha.

Such old Doukhobor women were veritable walking
treasuries of traditional lore and sharply visual recollec-
tions. The Doukhobors who came to Canada were mainly
non-literate, but like most people who distrust the printed
word they brought with them a strong ora tradition. Their
history was embraced in agreat collection of hymns and
psalms which recorded not only their doctrines but alse their
history, and which were handed down from one generation
of singers to the next. The Doukhobors called this corpus of
sung literature “The Living Book,” and many of the more
conservative members of the sect felt — some still feel —
that it should never be set down in writing. When it was, the
man who did it was a non-Doukhobor, a friend of Lenin’
named Vladimir Bonch-Bruevich. But Bonch-Bruevich
only caught the Doukhobor tradition at a particular moment,
about the tumn of the century, and new psalms were being
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composed to celebrate the continuing battle between the
Doukhobors and earthly powers right down to the burnings
and marches and imprisonments of the Sons of Freedom
(radical wing of the Doukhobors) in British Columbia in the
early 1960s.

More than the men, who often claimed attention by their
militant action, the Doukhobor women kept the oral tradi--,
tion alive and preserved the memories of the sect, so that if
one wanted to get a feeling of what it meant to live in the
villages of the Caucasus in the early 1890s before the great
persecutions and exoduses began, one went to the matri-
archs in the great square brick community houses of Bril-
liant or Grand Forks.

Ore of these matriarths is the central figure of Tanya
(267 pages, $9.43, akind of historical novel written by
Eli Popoff, former editor of the Doukhobor weekly journa
Iskra. It is published by the Mir Publication Society in
Grand Forks, B.C. The society is a group of young
Doukhobors, reacting against the anti-literary tradition of
their forebears, who also publish an English language
Doukhobor magazine called Mir (meaning, roughly,
Community). Tanyais the first baok they have issued, and
one of the first books written in English by a Doukhobor,
though two learned members of the sect, Peter Maloff and.
V. A. Sukhorev, have already published histories of theis
people in Russian. Certainly Tanya isthe first Doukhobor
novel that | have encountered.

But how far isit really anovel? The central figure; Tanya
Moaojelski who became Tanya Arishenkov by marriage, was
awoman who actually lived, reaching adulthood in the
Caucasus and dying little more than adecade ago in British
Columbia, and the narrative (based largely on her own oral
accounts) tells her life and attempts to reconstruct her reae-
tions to the drama of being a Doukhobor during the age of
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YESTERDAY'S SPY
Len Delghton

Len Deighton reenters the world of spying with this
explosive adventure In which his ever popular hem
returns to combat a former friand,

yesterday's Spy is a relentless thriller-a taut brain-
teaserwith Len Deighton onceagain withholding hisfinal
secret until the last ingenious moment

$8.95
MY LORD JOHN v SUNSHINE DAYS AND WOMAN IN THE MIRROR
Georgette Heyer FOGGY NIGHTS Winston Graham
Theturbulentdynastic strugglesofthe ~ J2Mes  Kavanaugh A superbly written goﬂ'nic_ihriller from
late Middle Ages form the theme of Gifted troubador James Kavanaugh the-experienced pen of Winston
Georgette Heyer's lastnovel. Her abii- returns in this volume of poetry tothe Graham. ] _
ity to tell a gripping story and bring lyricism of everyday experience He's like the softimmaculate voice
people fmm another age instantly 0 which made his earlier books so t_hat cut of a surroundmg_of d_|n you
life will delight the author's many fans popular. find yourself concentrating intently to
and win her a new audience. $5.95 listen to, lgst you miss a sentence of
$9.95 his tale:: Qttawa Journal

$8.25
MY LORDJOHN
Grorgette Deyer JUST TELL ME WHAT YOU

WANT
Jay Presson Allen

One of the funniest and liveliest
novels ever to feature the running
Battle of the Sexes-the struggle of
Max Herschel, a B2-year-oid tycoon to
hold on to his beautiful gnd rebellious
young mistress.

“Not since the Hepburn-Tracy con-
flicts”: says Marlo Thomas, “hays the
power politics of sex been made so
romantic!

89.95

BORNE ON THE winp
. Stephen Dalton

Magnificent full colour photographs of
insects in flight. Never before hays
insects been photographed in such
detail, with-such clarity. A breath-
takingly beautiful, absolutely un-
paralleled book

921.00

clarke irwin, the national publishers

September, 1975. Bogks In Canada 9

- e e e e — -

WF e e - e




i

Russian and later of Canadian persecutions. It is, in itsown
way. an historical novel, but it would be excessive to claim
that Popoff has solved the difficult problems that such a
genre Creates — partlcularle%/ in our own day, when we
demond a subjective as well as an objective authenticity
even if a novelist deals with events that ‘actually happened.
Such problems nowadays daunt even experienced novel-
IStS, and Popeff, Who writes with a fresh kind of simplicity
that often redeems his gaucheries of diction, makes no
claims to sophisticated craftsmanship.

If Tanya does hold our interest — and it did mine almost
all the way through — it is because, for the first time, we-
have an extended representation of what Doukhobor history
meant to an early Doukhobor, en account of dramatic exper-
iences es they were lived, an.evocation Of the faith whose
aura enveloped the Doukhobor leaders and which sustained
the more simple members of the sect through hardships and
disappointments and deceptions.

Of course, even among Doukhobors there were view-
points different from Tanya's smplistic faith. The Indepen-

dents hecame disillusioned with the leaders: the chiliastic
Sons of Freedom went off on their own militant Iines of.

action in which the |eaders appeared only as figures whose
word was interpreted in reverse to sanction violences Out-
sde the normal course of pacifist beliefs. Bur thousands of
ordinary Doukhobars, in the Prairies and in British Colum-
bia, carried on doggedly according to their dogan of “Tail
and Peaceful Life” enduring the dienation of their lands
and other bureaucratic persecutions by the Canadian author-
ities who had once promised them a free haven fmm dis-
crimination. enduring even the impositions of their own
leaders, and carrying on in the belief that their sacrifices
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‘Your Road to Wealth

by Paul Singer, Ph.D. Economics ,

With a typewriter and $500 you can start an export-import
business: Preliminary steps are outlined by Singer, as well
as chapters on where and what to sell, who you are dealing
with, and overall organization.” This informative guide is a
prerequisite for future international businesspeople in
Canada.

154 pages, soft cover $25.00 '

Also available from the same author:

Exporting Overseas — This is a book specifically for
Canadian Manufacturers who wish to export all over the
world. All aspecls of exporting, such as Finance, Insurance,
Shipping, Marketing, International Law, etc. are explained.
338 pages, soft cover $45.00

International Freight Forwarding -This is the first book in
twenty frears dealing with the modern shipping revolution. A
must for anyone connected with international shipping.

41 6 pages, soft cover $45.00
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would bring the earthly parédise of the Christian Commun-
ity of Universa Brotherhood, which alas was never
achieved. Of these thousands, the Orthodox Doukhobors
who maintained their devotion to the succession of Verigin
messiahs (Peter the Lordly, Peter the Purger, €tc.), Tanyais
typicd, and in her we see the bewilderment of many other
East and Central European peasants who came to Canada,
imagining it would aflow them to follow their traditional
ways of life in peace, and were o!isaﬂpoi nted. | _

+ Perhaps the majh flaw of Tanya is the failure to sustain a
consistent’point of view. We are expected to see al that

“ happens through Tanya's eyes, es experience changes her;

but to0 often In the early pan of the book we find her
involved in a course of sophisticated introspection quite out
of her character as a smple peasant woman in a village of
the Taucasus, and equally often in the latter part of the book
the author resorts to a thinly disguised historical narration of
‘events in Doukhobor history, filtered unconvincingly
through Tanya's consciousness. Unfortunately,. while the
narration is sometimes too obtrusive for convineing fiction,
it is often insufficient as history, and the reader Who does
not know the Doukhobor record will sometimes find himself
benighted in a thicket of unexplained alusions. .

But if Tanf;l/a cannot rate high marks as an example Of the
difficult craft of histerical fiction, itS docomentary interest
remains, it shows Doukhobior experience as, probably nine

+out of 10 Doukhobors perceived it, and that has rarely been

done. There are fascinating details -of daily life in past
generations, and one hopes that some %?l Popoff will de-
vole his ?reat knowledge to a much;needed socid history of
his people, who are one of the most interesting Of Canada’s
minorities. O
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WHY ACADEMIC’IS PEJORATIVE
Some QUe_sti_oné—and drﬁswers—aboutl the effect
of the university on the creative process,

By EDGAR Z.FRIEDENBERG

N O CcONSCIENTIOUS REVIEWER would wishto add’
significantly to the difficulties of Creativity and the Uni-
versity (York University Publications Office, 61 pages,
$6.50 cloth), an unfortunate lietle collection. of ‘essays by,
Mordecai Richler. André Fortier, and Rollo May. They are”
the 1972 Gerstein |lectures, with the exception of a fourth
lecture given by Dean John T. Saywell of York Universiy,
a historian and a televison persondity of considerable re-
pute. Saywell’s lecture, three years Inter, “is regrettably not
avallable for publication,” though its author must, by virtue

of his position, have dealt with the issues that gives the ;

saries its title more continuoudly than any of the three con-
tributors. None of these is an academic; and Mr. Richler; a
least, is pmud of it. André Fartier iS a mathematician who
became a career Civil servant; his lecture Was prepared
+oward the beginning of his service as Director of the
Canada Council. Rolle May is one of the most distinguished
living existential psychiatrists. and the author'of Love and
will, among other works. Mordecai Richler is Mordecal
Richler; certainly, if he isn’t, no one else is.

B e e e e e

The contributions of each of these men to the mainte-
nance of culture have been so substantial that the belated
appearance of ‘this book cannot detract much from their
record, yet it is sad to see them willing to speak when they
have o little to say. Richler, at least, Is consstently enter-
taining and has some valid points to make abaut the futility
of trying to teach creative Writing and the dangers of trying
to Ludge literary quality by norms derived from nationalism
rather than from the literary task the author has imposed on

himself. Fortier iS chiefly concerned with the propriety of -
offering public support to artistic endeavours that by their
nature cannot command a mass audience, and with ways
in which that audience can be expanded so as to justify more
support. He accepts the necessity, ultimately, o% deferring
to the popular will and does not, If | understand him, cen-
_ceive’that one major function of the Canada Council might
precisely be to support work that was unpoputar (and al-
ways would bey just because it had something disagreesble
but importanit to say. About the university, as such, he says

nothing, but makes his obeisances to i by noting in his

opening paragraph: “For the purpose of this essay | have
used-the word ‘university’ in Its broadest Sense — that.is,
any means of acquiring knowledge and training.” Fortier’s -
use of the word ““knowledge’” in his definition may be
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intended to exclude the public-sehool system from it; but
surely cannot be taken to exclude such formidable and es-
teemed Canadian ingtitutions of learning as Millhaven, Col-
lins Bay, and Dorchester. But he does not refer to them
either. The only attention he gives to the function of the
university as such in fostering crestivity is as the efgency by
which datistical data on the penetrating power of the arts
are Collected. . . o
Rollo May’s lecture, however, is the most disappointing
of the three because, but not only because, one expects
more. Dr. May, also, decided to ignore the university al-

Fortier’s use of the word ““knowledge’ . . . may
be intended to exclude the public school system
... but surely it cannot be taken to exclude such
formidable and esteemed Canadian institutions
of learning as Millhaven, Collins Bay, and Dor-
chester.

together in his discourse; he does not even apologize for the
omission as Fortier does. But he did this, apparently, in

order to use the time instead to deal with some issues of-

genuine_importance that were, indeed, probably unfamiliar
to hi 1972 audience. As always in his published work, asin
his professiond life generally, he is concerned about the
relationship between autonomy.. creativity, and death; for
he sees credtivity as dependent on the ability to stand as a
separate human being with a unique experience-the will-
Ingness to accept death through the confidence that what
one creates as a human being will possess its own immortal-

ity. This is an immense topic of the most fundamental
significance, and of course impossible to undertake in a
single hour. But if you are going to try. it doesn’t help to

Edgor Z. Friedenberg
12 Books In Canada, September, 1975

approach One's audience as if one were telling a nursery
tale:

But Zeus punishes Prometheus for his theft by condemning him 1w
hang cn the Caucasus momtains where vultures come doring the
day and eat his liver. At night it grows back again, and so they
come the next moming -and repeat the torture. This is the symbol of
creative effort. Anybody who has put in day tier day. year after
year, in search of some truth, some discovery, will know exactly
what it is [ike'to be Prometheus.

This seems overstated: Sisyphus, perhaps, Prometheus,
no. Yet the Soviet authorities are surely to be commended
for refusing, regardless of tradition, to tolerate this sort of
thing now that the Caucasus form part of a modem welfare
state. Here in Canada we may also be confident that our
devotion to hygiene will continue to prevent such a preblem
from arising in the future, as it has done in the past. Prom-
etheus, hung up on the Rockies somewhere Near Baoff,
would be enough to restore Socia Credit fo power.

Creativity and the University has no editor; nor is it pos-
sble —or desirable -to force the invited participants in an
academic occasion to confine themselves to the topic at
hand. But if a book is to be published under the title given to
a set of lectures, it ought at least to address itself to that
topic. This 61-page book never bothers to, and it never
becomes clear why the York University Publications Office
wanted to bring it forth after three years. If *twere done,
"twere best done quickly: yet who would have thought these
old lectures to have o little’ meat in them?

The topic is, admittedly, a very difficult one. When peo-
ple try to explore the idea of “Creativity and Something,”
some socia ‘ingtitution. they usually write asif créativity
were one variable and the indtitution another. separate vari-
able. In the framework of such lectures as these the univer-
gty isintended to be treated as the independent variable and
cregtivity the dependent one. The question implicit in the
title is: How does the nature of the university influence ik

effect on the credtive process? Does it nurture cregtivity.

gtifle it, fund it, censor it, ‘none of the above, al of the
above, or some of the above under certain circumstances.
and if so, what circumstances? _ L
Such questions are not addressed in Creativity and the
University (though Mr. Richler occasionally makes sport
with them as if he were toying with a Frisbee) and that
seams a hit negligent. There is something to be said, in a
capitalist society, for actualy doing or trying to do what
you contract to do. Indeed, even Hamilton Harbour was
ultimately dredged. But even if these three wise men had
attempted t0 answer the questions, they would surely have

Prometheus, hung up in the Rockies somewhere:
near Banff, would be enough to restore Social
Credit to power.

found it impossible to deal with them in so smplified a
format as a series of four separate lectures by different
people. The refationship between crestivity and the univer-
Sity is much too complieated for that. It must be attacked by
thought processes more like those of integral calculus than
of algebra, which take account of the way the variables
themselves — not just their magnitudes — change as they
interact, and generate new quantities whose magnitudes,
and whose influence, cannot really be inferred from the
origind  relationships. .

The fundamental difficulty arises from the fact that the
university, as an dite indtitution, has played and continues
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to play (though decreasingly) a magjor role in determining
how cregtivity is to be defined and what kinds of expression
shall be deemed crestive. This makes concomitant observa:
tion difficult, and validetion probably impossible. As long
as the university isin a position of defining what it recog
nizes and rewards es credtive while withholding serious as-
sessment, let alone recognition, from modes that do not suit
its canon, there is really no way to tell what its net effect on
creativity may be-though the pejorative tone of the adjec-
tive “academic” when applied to a work of art certanly
shows where our suspicions lie. It is this very stubborn

Itisthis very stubborn problem that drove F. R.
Leavis to such excessive lengths of ill temper
through much of his career, culminating in his
attacks on Lord Snow.

problem that drove F. R. Leavis to such excessive Ien%t_hs of
Ill-temper through much of his career, culminating in his at-
tacks bn Lord Snow. an academic novelist in every sense of
the word-and, to Leavis’s confusion, a good one. It isn't so
much that the judges were biased in Snow’s favour, but that
the very definition of what counts had been biased in his
favour. The reverse had, as Leavis earlier saw it, been true
in the case of D. H. Lawrence, whose writing did not suit
the academic standards of his day (even though there is
much in it that is today recognizable as a schoolmaster’s
excessive enthusiasm at observing that there exists a sensud
world full of conflicts). By the time Snow enjoyed his
popular success, broad artistic standards had changed. Both
novelists had become old-fashioned, and critical (if not
popular) acclaim was going to novelists whose interests and
styles had not been developed in the academy — though
they were increasingly recognized there as the academy
grew less self-confident. Richler, in his lecture., presents
himself casually as a textbook example of this process, and
informatively  so.

As the universities abandon their dlitist position, their
relation to the arts becomes smply more tenuous and less
relevant; and | think this could be said about their relation
ship to creativity as a whole — though, here, presumably,
Lord Snow would probably disagree witb me, since the
universities have certainly been the site if not the source of
creativity in the sciences. Moreover, their democratization
has contributed to their scientific clout, as The Double
Helix clearly reveals; for that book, now 13 years old, is
even more impressive as an account of the triumph of crass
competitiveness in the world's genetics laboratories than as
a gory of scientific achievement. In order to win credit for
unlocking the final secrets of heredity, it is apparently
necessary to behave as if one had no ancestors a dl, or
none to speak of.

Even i the role of the universities in fostering credtivity
in the sciences has compensated for their decreas nﬁly effec-
tive participation in this process in the arts, as the estab-
lishment of artistic standards has increasingly devolved on
critics directly based in the media and none the worse for
that, there seems to be no reason for research in the sciences
to continue to be centred in institutioni whose traditional
missions have been teaching and the transmission of what
used to be regarded as an authoritative culture. The graduate
science schools with the highest prestige aready function as
essentially separate institutions funded by the state; and
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their cadres are. not artis‘:s but janizaries. This fact is not

" atributable to any essential difference between creativityin

the arts and in the sciences -there is no such difference —
but to the specia relationship of the scientist to the means of

* production and especialy of military enterprise. That spe-

cial relationship makes him a member of a different social
class from that of less functiona members of the academic
community, if there still is one. What such people contri-
bute to a community is not a disciplined interpretation Of
their unique experience, but an adert and technically compe-
tent performance of arole in a productive process. What the
community contributes to themis less a forum of peers to
understand and judge their creation, though this till occurs,
than it is a network of legal and administrative services that

* goves their work and co-ordinate it with that of other scien-

tists employed by other governmental or industrial entities.
None of this has anything to do with the transmission of
knowledge or culture to younger members of the commun-
ity; and though it does still have a great dedl to do with the
kansmission of style, the style that iS recognized and re-
warded is not expressive but instrumental. You don't need a
university for that; it's easier without one. )
The university cannot really do much to foster — or
oppress -cregtivity in the arts, either. as if becomes more
open and less certain of its position as the organ of an dlite.
It istrue, of cBurse, that this opens its gates to a wider
source of talent. But it deprives it of any basis for knowing
what to do with the talent when it arrives. It is hot a matter
of the elite possessing superior values or aesthetic stan-

A university that has standards, even bad ones
that people must rebel against, does help its
membersto structure their experience and hence
put more meaning into their creative acts.

dards; both may be, and often are, dreadful. But a univer-
sty that has standards, even bad ones thatpeople must rebel
againgt, does help its members to structure their experience
and hence to put more meaning into their creative acts.
Thirty-five iears ago, in abook that is till the best | ever
read, Black Lamb and Gray Falcon. Rebecca West ob--

served: “Art is not a plaything but a necessity; and in
essence, form, is not a decoretive adjustment, but a cup into
which life can be poured, and lifted to the lips, #nd be
tasted.” You ean do that with a disposable plastic cup; but
it makes life taste funny, and rather flat. And if you use a
Dixie cup. you better not sing about it. They'il call you a

racist. O
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About Schoolr What Every Cana-
dian Parent Should Knew, by Robert

M. Stamp, New Press, 192 pages,
$8.95 cloth.

[ Living and Learning in (N€ Free |

School, by Mark W. Novak, MeClel-

land & Stewart, 137 pages, $3.95

Paper. |

By MORRIS WOLFE

A T THE HEART of the community-

school movement that Calgary educa-

tion professor Robert Stamp describes
in About School: What Every Cana-

dian Parent Should Know is nostalgia
for the good old days when “or.

ganized"’ education worked, or at least
seems to have worked, and when we
had a2 much clearer idea of what schools

were for (job training). “Our earliest
school houses,’” Stamp reminds us,

**were often built by the villagers and

farm people themselves. Parents
boarded the teachers. School trustees

and parents worked closely with the

teachers and examined the pupils. The
limited funds for schools were voted at

well-attended local meetings.. . . The

school building ... was. .. the centre

of activities for the small community it
served.”

The central beliefs of this country’s
community-school movement, now
amost 10 years old: can be simply
stated: if parents were genuinely in-
volved aong with teachers and princi-
pals in making decisions about the edu.
cation of their children, and ifschools
once again became the kinds of com-
munity centres they once were, the
quality of our children's education (and
of community life) would be much
higher than it is. In addition, the
movement believes, them’s no reason
why groups of like-minded parents
shouldn’t be able to set up schools of
their own outside the established sys-
tern. “Isn’'t it ironie,” writes Stamp,
“that in a nation supposedly suspicious
of the evils of monopoly . . . we have an
education system that offers no choice
to its customers?’

About School is the first attempt
we've had at -an overview of the
community-school movement in this
country, and one has to be grateful to
Stamp for the work he’sdonein as.
sembling materia on the subject. One

/
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A Collectionof
Canadian Plays

The following paperbacks are available with a ,

single author in each book, list price of $3 00

COUNSELLOR EXTRAORDINARY by Stewart Bosto:
WU-FENG by Munroe Scott

LOVE MOUSE; MEYER'S ROOM

two nlavs by Sheldon Rosen

COLOUR THE FLESH THE COLOUR OF

DUST by Michael Cook

* EXIT MUTTERING by Donald Jack

THREE WOMEN
atrilogy of one-act plays by Hugh Garner
THE DEVIL'S INSTRUMENT by W.O.Mitcheil
THE PILE; THE STORE, INSIDE OUT
three ofie-act plays by Manor Moore
WESTBOUND 12:01 by Brock Shoveller
MARSH HAY bv Merrill Denison
THE UNREASONABLE ACT OF
JULIAN WATERMAN by Ron Taylor
THE TWISTED LOAF, SOFT VOICES
two plays by Avipa Ravel
VICKY by Grahame \Woods
THE VICE PRESIDENT by Joseph Schuil

" 1
The following -paperbacks have two plays -
grouped together in each, list price of $3 75

LAND OF MAGIC SPELL by Larry Zacharko
WHICH WITCH IS WHICH? by Beth McMaster -.

NUTS & BOLTS & RUSTY THINGS (music.included)

by Fred Thury and Robert Galbraith
THE CLAM MADE A FACE by Eric Nicol

' . PROFESSOR FUDDLE'S FANTASTIC FAIRY -

TALE MACHINE by Alan E. Ball and Paul Bradbury
-KING GRUMBLETUM &
THE MAGIC PIE by David Kemp

CYCLONE JACK by Carol Bolt
BILLY BISHOP &
THE RED BARON by Leonard Peterson

MASQUE by Ron Cameron (an adapted version of
the play “One-Man Masque” by James Reaney)
CATALYST by John Ibbitson

GENERAL EDITOR: Rolf Kalman

Simon&. Pierre
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learns, for example, that Vancouver
has more publicly suppogted aternative
schools at the secondary level then any
other city in Canada, and that at
Beaconsfield High School near
Montreal “mothers who are graphic ar-
tists help teachers prepare trans-
parencies for overhead projection.”
The trouble is, much of the time it
seems as if &l Stamp has done is as-
semble the material; dmost nowhere
does he probe it or explore- itsimplica:
tions. Whyis it that Vancouver iS so far
ahead of (behind?) the rest of the coun-
try in the number of choices available a
the secondary-school level? Are the
mothers al Beaconsfield High
genuinely involved in making deci-
sions about their child&n's education,
or have they merely been co-opted PTA
fashion? Even when Stamp dedls with
situations that he's observed at
first-hand. he holds back. In 1972 he
was one of a gmup of parents who or-
ganized a private altermative school in
Calgary. He tells us nothing of what
motivated him s become involved in
the gmup, or of the problems they rdust
have faced. We're smply informed
that after “‘a period of unforgettable
pace and energy, enthusiasm and ex-
haustion” the school opened. Anyone
who’shad anything to do with orgeniz-
ing an aternative school can only smile
at that wonderful bit of understatement.

Iz hi preface to Living and Learn-
ing in the Free School, University Of
Winnipeg sociologist Mark W. Novak
thanks some friends for their asss-
tance, and says, “only the agony of
reading this manuscript in two rough
draft versions could compare with the
agony of writing them.” 1 would like to
add to that the agony of reviewing
Novak.

The idea behind the book is a goed
one. No one has yet told the story of any
one of Canada's **free™ schools;
Novak could do so based en his experi-
ences in an unidentified “free” school
inan eastern Canadian city. The result,
unfortunately, iS that we still need die
kind of book Novak set out to write. (I
would love, for instance, to read a
well-written account of that fascinating
experiment, Everdale Plage, this
country’s first free school and the birth-

place of the excellent journal This -

Magazine Is About Schools.)

Living and Learning in the Free
School is so full of pretentious twaddle
that one wonders ifitisn't ail some kind
of joke. “At the dawn of sociologicd
history,” Novak tells us on page 5,
“‘Emile Durkheim recognized the inti-

18 Books In Canada, Septeniber, 1975

- =

— — e =t Y,

e et e, LA A, "

mate relationship between the *moral
order’ of society and the educational
System organized t0 reproduce that Soc-
iety.” We get lots of Durkheim,
Weber, and the gther bii guns of
sociology on each of the confused
pages that follow. Almost a the very
end of the book, Novak informs US;
**We do not need Durkheim to tell us
that : comptemporary [SIC] scheoling
... SeIVes s a training ground for die
battlefidld of socid life” Hell, | could
have told him that on page 6, and it
would have saved both of us alot of
trouble: O

Cliowith her
girdle on

Alexandér Graham Bell; Lavra
Secord; Casimir Gzowski; Elizabeth
Simcoe; Egerton Ryerson; Emily
Carr; all in The Canadians Series,
Fitzhenry & \Whiteside, 60 pages,

~$225 each.

Settlement of ‘the West; Fur
Trade; Gold Rush; North-West
Mounted Police; Building of the
Railway; all in The Growth of a Na-
tion Series, Fitzhenry & Whiteside,
64 pages, $2 each. !

Canadians and the Environment;
The Agrarian Myth in Canada;
Technology and Change: The Crisis

in Canadian Education; The Great

Canadian Dehate: Foreign Ownér-
ship; all in The Foundations of Con-
temporary Canada Series, a Cana-

dian Studies ‘Foundation project, .
McClelland & Stewart, 64 Pages,

$1.95 each.

By L.R. HILL

Emily (Can) frequently said that she had

no use for history.
Canyw see any point in studying history?
Can we learn anything useful fmm it?
| Enmily Carr, page 37

IN 1973 THE Ontario Ministry of Edu-
caion extended the teaching of socid
studies through grades nine and 10,
thus postponing the student’s initiation
into the discipline of history until grade
11. Todisguise this easing ofstandards
the title History was used for the inter-*
mediate divison curriculum guideline
for grades seven to 10. Ontario Students
from 12 10 16 Will be offered four years
of Canadian studies. Most Ontario
teachers, burdened with the responsi-

s mme—y

bility for building courses, have yet to
find a path through this jungle. The

.only gpproach the guideline makes it

virtually impossible to useis historical.
In'the absence of any informative, in-
tegrating idea, teachers can only expect
materials directly keyed to the
guideling's individua tapics. These
series Scem designed tO fit that fanlty
framework. )

“The Canadians’ is a continuing
series Of attractive 60-page biographies
of mote than 60 *“interesting personali-
ties” (quideline) designed. to help stu-
dents understand “what it means to be
Canadian” and to learn about “leader-
ship in Canadian politics’ (guideline).
Each book congists of nine or more
short one-to-four-page chapters liber-
dly sprinkled with illustrations. quota.
tions from sources, and questions for
homework and discussion. Each has a
motivating introduction and bibliog-
rgphy. The reading level may be allittle
too high for many 12-year-olds and
while some of the questions are weak
(“What famous batle occurred at
Waterloo?"), others require a highly
motivated student (“Write a report on
the modem educational system, Stating
your ideasabouit the purpose of educa-
tion’” or **Write a nose-to-nose ‘dia.
logue between Colond Joseph Ryerson
and Willian Lyon Mackenzie’ or “In
your opinion, are the new theories

[about Stonehenge] .convincing?'’).

Laura Secord S a cute story for girls.
with its moral of courage, but is poorly
edited. (The' questions on page 23
stumped this reviewer.) Casimir
Growski is a solid work that even a
senior could read with profit.

“Growth of a Nation Series’ deals
with settlement, trade, railways, pros.
pecting, and policing in the, early days
of British North America. Each volume
tellsits story chronologically ih an easy
style over 64 pages shouting, *“History
isn't dull — we.make it fun!” Even rhe
covers look sugar-coated. Full-page
pictures, maps, charts, sketches, and
old ads break up (support? (distract
from?) the copy. Each gook concludes
with aword list, a game, and a quiz ot
puzzle. There are even litde plays to be
dramatized. .

But creative history presents prob-
lems. From Settlement of the West:
“What do you know about the lives of
western Canadian Indians?’ (Noth-
ing.) “*Choose one of the groups men-
tioned i R tgé)% chapter. and mﬁ'tﬁ tP]No

aragraphs about the way in which they
f)ﬁ to live” éOkay -The Blackfest.

Now, with no data and no suggestions
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for reading, am | to imagine how they
lived? If | don't know any history,
should | invent it?) ““Can you think of
any ways in which the Canadian gov-
ernment could have prevented the
[Riel] ‘rebellion’?” (No. Were there
any ways? Why didn’t the government
employ them?) Fmm Fur Trade:
“What effect do you think the fur trade

I
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had on the history of Canada?’ (Excel-
lent!) “Write a Story that tells the his-
tory of Canada as you think it might!
have been if there had been no fur
trade.” (Laughter!) Without the disci-
pline Of history as a guide, thise mis-
takes multiply.

Two other problems mat the series.
First, there is poor editing, suspect
scholarship, and plain silliness. Read

the opening three paragraphs of-Settle—- - ==

ment of the West. Or try Fur Trade:
“Draw a picture Of a goosehunt.”” The
second problem is a serious under-
estimation of the student’s ability. If
students can read thesé bOOKS, answer
the questions, and even rewrite tories
into short plays, they are ready for
more Substantial fare.

“The Foundations of Contemporary
Canada Series’ centres on “the impact
of technology on Canadian society”
§education, environment, rurd life and
oreign ownership), thus “moving into
unexplored directions’ with *‘a series
devoted t0 the innovation of original
Canadian Studies materials... using
the documentary approach and inquiry
method. ...”* Trandation: School
teachers spent five years excerpting
fmm secondary sources (lllich,
McLuhan, Toffler, Frye, Dennis,
Asimov, Information Canada, Cook,
Grant, Levitt, Gabraith. Fuller,
Rohmer, Coy ., Gagan, Adams; Gray.
etc.) and including some questions here
and there. Other than the technological
dant and the convenience of access,
why was this seties published? At what

cost? “ It became the objective of the
[Canadian Studies Foundation] to fos-
ter tbe development of new curriculum
[sic], materials, and teaching methods
In an attempt to encourage a better
understanding of tbe diversity of Caha-
dian society.?

It is not clear why technology and
change were chosen to represent the
crisis in Canadian education and the

Uestions here encourage those.deplor-

le circuitous discussions that result
from vacuous opinion-swapping. On
foreign ownership, why was there not
eql_lal-s%ace for the position that Canada
exists because of, not in spite of, im-
perialism?, With their short readi nﬂs
and abundant noisy questions, the
books in the series reflect tbe impact of
technology. They read as if a crowd of
experts were standing around the
reader’s desk shouting opinions and
demanding that the imlettered Student
state and defend his, as if one were lost
in amaze of neon billboards or watch-
ing a confusion of televison commer-
cias. In their own way they illustrate
the need for suspended judgment and
quiet informed reflection, qualities of
mind difficult to teach under the On-

tario Ministery of Education’s new car- .

riculum guideline. O

__Thingsas
they theme

The Urban.Experience, edited by
John Stevens; The Frontier Experi-
ence, edited by Jack Hodgins; The

' Prairie Experience, edited by (Terry
Angus; The Immigrant Experience,
edited by Leuba Bailey;] The
Maritime Experiénce, edited by
Michael O. Nowlan; Isolation in
Canadian Literature, edit?d by
David Arnason; all in Thelpes in
Canadian Literature Series, general
editor David Arnason, Mgcl{:illan,

122 Pages! $3-25 mh- [

By RICHARD LANDON

THESE SELECTIONS Of prose, poetry and
drama, and the other volumes in the
series presently ““in preparation,” are
presumably aimed a the senior high-
school ‘student. athough there is no
general introduction that discusses the
function of the' series. Each volume
consists of ashort introduction by the
editor that discusses the theme, approx-

Conversations with Bibi
Paetry by Alexa DeWiel

Hllustrated by Gail Geftner
softcovér  $2,7545pp

Coevery
wormnan's
almonac 1976
appoinlment
calendar and
handbook

Every Woman's Almanac

1976
Appointmel Tt Calendar and

Handbook
+pocket-sized daytimer with
practical, up-to-date infor-
ation on women.

® statktlcs, poems, graphics
*lots of space for your ap-
pointments, addresses,&

. 1,pp. soft cover $2.95
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imately 25 pieces by Canadian writers
of the pnst and present that purport to

fllustrate Or comment. on the theme. a-

series of “Questions on the Theme™
designed to force the student to relate
the secitons to the theme, and a biblio-
graphy. @ do wish editors would stop
referring to lists of books for further
reading as hibliographies; they are not.)

The concept of themes in Canadian
literature is not new, athough one
might have expected a volume called
Survival in Canadian Literature,
edited according to the precepts put
forth in Margaret Atwood’s well-

known book on the subject. Atwood's

work, however. apparently lends itself .

to thematic treatment, She is included
in Urban. Immigrant, 1solation. and
Frontier, for the best authors' box
score SO far. Morley Callaghan, who
one might have expected to see in
Urban only gets into Immigrant,
Margaret Laurence makes it in Prairie
and Immigrant and so on. Part of the
“anthology game’ is quarreling with
other people’s selections and while the
inclusons are mainly what one would
expect there is certainly a wide range of
Canadian literature represented.

There are a few pleasant and unusual
sirprises. Gwen Phasis Ringwood' s
haunting short play “ Still Stands the
House" is included in Prairie as is
**Sarah Binks: The Early Yeats’ by
Paul Hiebert. Marc Lescarbet’s “A
Letter From Port Royal” (1606) isin
Immigrant and Emest Buckler’sfine
short story “The First Born Son” ap-
peats in Maritime. “Bud the Spud.”
by Stompin’ Tom Connors, isalso in
Maritime. Rudy Wiebe's “ The Nam-
ing of Albert Johnson” and severa
other seldom-anthologized pieces are
in Frontier.

One of the problems associated with
thematic anthologies is how Eterally
one interprets the theme. There are, for
instance, maay kinds of “isolation” —
physicd, spiritual, and psychological

18 Books In Canada, September, 1975

-and thus rather disparate literary ex-
pressions end up side by side. Sinelair
Ross's “The Lamp a Noon” does not,
on the sirface at least. go together very
well with Leonard Cohen’s “For
Anrie.” Perhaps this kind of juxta
position will be stimulating for stu-
dents. It could also be confusing.

The volumes are éttractively - de-
signed, compared with high-school an-
thologies | remember, with colourful
covers and some photographic illustra-
tions: The type, however, is set with
ragged right-hand siargins; fine for
poetry, very sloppy indeed for prose.’

Inevitably the success of the series in
the classroom will depend on the ability
and imagination of the teachers. The
“Questions on the Theme” section in
each volume may be useful to both
teacher and student, athough the ques-
tions strike me as generaly puerile. For
example: “Even in a crowded city
loneliness can take many forms. How
would you describe the various states of
loneliness in ‘The Saga of the Fine-
toothed Comb. ‘Fog,” and ‘On
Sainf-Urbain Street’? What other selec-
tions in thii book convey a sense of
loneliness?” *

At the very least, students will be
provided with a generous selection of
their country’s literature. It is hard to
imagine the literature of many other
countires being divided up in this way.
but perhaps thematic interpretation Is
yet another Canadian peculiarity. O

-

Commonwealth
O,F notions

Among Worlds, by W.H. New,
Press Porcépic, |llustrated, 287
pages, $13.95 cloth and $6.95 paper.

By KEITH GAREBIAN

ANY spECIALIST IN Commonwealth lit-
erature Who attempts a multilatera in-
terpretation of his field should be
equipped with temerity. stamina, and
encyclopaedic viSon. The field iSre-
markably vast, virginial in sections,
and confusing. Because Common-
wedlth writing in English is relatively
New in comparison to Kterature from
Europe, Britain, or the United States,
critical interpretation runs the rigk, of
dating itself shortly after its -perfor-
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mance. Professor New runs this risk
with courage, ‘energy, and insight, and
as he crosses the field he erects Sign-
posts for fellow explorers. That his ad-
venture is erratic in parts does not
strangle its pioneer spirit or stop its
impressive  effluences.

New draws attention to patterns of
didocation in the West Indies, the do-
minant themes of barrier and race in
South Africa, the Canadian spirit of
opposites, the New Zealand escape into
distance, the arid heartland a the core
of Australian literature, and the tragi-
comically harmonized antitheses In
South Asa. He obser ves the dichotomy
between an old, dead world and one
apparently struggling to be born, and
the resulting ambiguities Of colonial
identity survive. )

Far more ambitious than anythii
else its author has attempted before,
this. book manages to dress its broad

survey (with glances at history) ina“

lively style. ‘Generally, there is myth
charting or a high level and it covers
prominent figures such ‘as V. S.

Naipaul, R. K. Narayan, Chinua
Achebe, Janet Frame. Patrick White,

and Mordecai Richler. But New’s
focus is too broad at times and conse-
quently deals dimly with some impor-
tant writers while encompassing sev-

eral others who hardly deserve more
than a footnote. New has an indiscreet
tendency to apply the term “wit” to
even second-rate works. and this gild-

ing of faded lilies is unfortunate —
especially since there are other brilliant.
pieces tlat richly deserve (but don’'t
always get) greater atention. More
over, New's somewhat hasty tenden-

tiosness does not do justice to certain
complexities in his subject.

Why, for instance, does New rush to
accept Lamming's concept of the
Caribbean without providing equal
consideration to Naipaul’s? Why does
he discuss Balachandra Rajan’s satiric
Too Long In The West and ignore the
more profound and brilliant The Dark
Dancer? On the more general Side,

New’s sections are not weighted pm- |

portionally. The African chapters am
objective in their examination of dis-

-continuous myth and méral or political

disquidtion, but the Adan sector some-
times strains when it links Indo-
Anglian fiction to .Western patterns
rather than to Oriental ones. Moreover,
the Canadian section is disappointing
and, in pushing its point (of opposites
running together), it ignores the fun-
damental rift between the astist who
intuits life's commotion or absurdity
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and the Canadian public, which strives
for compromise at-almost any cost.

But in New's case provocativeness is
a concomitant of significance —
whether er not we agree with histhesis.
And his multilateral study becomes a
third species after John P. Matthews
Tradition \n Exile (a brilliant bilateral
study of 19th-century Australian and
Canadian poetry) and WilliamWalsh's
A Manifold voice (an engaging gallery
of individual |iterary identities in the
Commonwealth). And, importantly, it
does convey a sense of excitement
about the future of Commonwealth lit-
erature. O

That clever
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The Bloomsbury Group: A Collec-
tion of Memoirs, Commentary, and
Criticism, edited by S.P. Rosen-
baum, U of T Press, 444 pages, $25
cloth and $10 paper.

By LAWRENCE GARBER

STEPHEN SPENDER has called the
Bloomsbury Group “the most con-
structive and creative influence on En-
glish taste between the two wars... the
last kick of an enlightened aristocratic
tradition.” Others have not been so
generousintheir estimate of thii collee-
tive of Cambridge-London. friends,
which included the Woolfs (Virginia
and Leonard). the Bells (Vanessa and
Clive), the MacCarthys (Mary and De-
smond), Roger Fry, Lytton Strachey,
John Maynard Keynes. Duncan Grant,
and E. M. Forster. Branded by some as
*‘an intellectual mafia’ whose in-
fluences on the literature. art, and poli-
tics of its time were supposedly di-
rected by a series of self-serving mo-
tives and whose attitudes were forged

by an ditist Cambridge ideology,
Bloomsbury has suffered through the
years from distorted versions of the role
it has played in the cultura life of
20th-century England. Wyndham
Lewis called them “‘a family party of
Dissenting nesthetes;*” D. H. Lawrence

referred to them as **beetles . . . this

horror of litle swarming selves;” and
F.R. Leavis described them as*‘so
many petty egos, each primed with
conscihs cleverness.” Roy Campbell,
the South African poet, even wrote a
mocking celebration of the Blooms-

bury style:

Of atl the clever people round me here
I most delight in Me -

Mine Is the only voice I hear,

And mine the orly face I see.

But to speak of Bloomsbury as a uni-
form. monolithic structure with a clear
program Of ideas (as its enemies invari-
ably do) is at once misleading.
“‘Bloomsbury is composed of people
who ‘hold similar opinions and like
being with each other,” PForster wrote
in 1929. ‘A reading. of the memoirs,
essays, and commentary of this
Caollection makes it quite clear that
Bloomsbury consisted- of a number of
extremely gifted individuals whose
main attachments were emotional,
whose basis was friendship, and whose
convictions were only roughly in con-

cert. There-are certainly examples of

other groups whose founding €l ements
were more cohesive and doctrinal: the
Pre-Raphaelite movement with its de-
liberate pacts and oaths, or rhe
Clapham Sect with its staunchi ‘evangel-
ical missions. Even Podhoretz's
Commentary crowd is more organized
at its polemical centre than was
Bloomsbury.

Hostility towards the Group (notions
of shady conspiracies) may spring fmm
the fact that there is a frame in Blooms
bury and it is of two kinds: tbe first

ideological, the second genealogical.

First, there was the Cambridge tradi-
tion, - with the intellectual life of its
societies and the distinctive influences
of J. M. E. McTaggart, G. L. Dickin-
son. and G.E. Moore: Moore's
Principia Ethica (1903) -a book that
argued that tbe ends most worth pursu-
ing for the& elves were good states of
mind in communion with objects of
love, beauty, and truth -had tremend-
ous impact on such figures as Keynes,
Strachey and Leonard Woolf. They
saw Moore’s ethies as a rel ease from
the 19th-century narrows of Benth-
amite utilitarianism. Second. them was
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Canadians,
Watch Out...
fo

f
roTem BOOMS

They'll be here in Octobel
snd there’ll. be more in De:
cember and bi-monthly in
1976. Look out for the
Bye-catching campaigna
in the bookstores and
start reading the best of
Canadian fiction, non-
fiction and biographies al
prices everyone can afford
in paperback editions. *

OPENING TITLES
BUSINESS I§ BUSINESS
IVAN SHAFFER
$195

THE ANT&ROOM
R. LOVAT-DICKSON

$2.95

| HEARDTHE OWL
CALL MY NAME

MARGARET CRAVEN
$1.25
COLLISION .
. SPENCER DUNMORE
$195 '

THE FITNESS MYTH’
FERN LEBO PT. OT. reg

$1.95

WOMEN AND FATIGUE
DR. MARIAN HILLIARD

$1.75
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1 Selection

385. An lllustratéd History of
Western Canada. Tony Cash-
man. A lavishly-illustrated his-
tory of the four western pro-
vinces. $12.95.

380." The Canadian Dic-
tionary/Dictionnaire Can-
adien. J.P. Vinay. The first
dictionary designed for trans-
lationand communication be-
tween the two official lang
uages. s7.95.

383. The Pennypincher's Wine
Guide: Revised, Expanded &
Updated. Gail Donner and
Lucy Waverman. The com-
plete encyclopedia for the
economy-conscious Canadian
wine-buyer. §3.95.

Where to Eat in Canada 197Y
76. Anne Hardy. Anindispens-
able guidebook for travellers
who respect their stomachs.
s3.95. -

384. The Bush Garden. Nor-
throp Frye. Provocative essays
on Canadian artand literature.
$3.95. .
Survival. Margaret Atwood, A
critical analysis of prominent
themes in Canadian literature.
53.95.
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- As your' introduction to men

‘take ANY THREE of these

-4

-

339. Canajan, Eli. Mark Orkin.
A hilarious look at the way
we talk. $7.95.‘

353. Marshall Delaney at the
Movies. Robert Fulford. To-
day’s world as seen on. film.
$10.00.

348. Exxoneration. Richard
Rohmer, The bestselling novel
about an American invasion of
Canada. 88.95

364. Alligator Pie. Dennis Lee.
For children-a delightful
read-aloud book full of poéms,
chants and skipping songs.
$6.95

371. Tales from the Smoke-
house. Herbert T. Schwarz, A
collection of thirteen erotic
Indian legends. $8.95.

376. Woman of Labrador. Eli-
zabeth Goudie. The autobio-

graphy of one of Canada’s last
pioneers. $70.00.

-Citoosé ' three for

338. Sitting Bulk The Years

in Canada. Grant MacEwan.
Frontier excitement and inter-

national tension as the victors
of Little Big Horn move into
Canada. $895

377. The Roar of the Twen-
ties. James H. Gray. A social
history of post-pioneer davs
in the prairie provinces.
$72.95. ,
360. The’ Diviners. Margaret
Laurence. The 1875 winner
of the Governor General's
aw;‘rd for fiction. $8.95,

382. The Canadiana Cook-
book. Mme. Jehane Benbit. A

complete heritage of Canadian
-cooking. $8.95.

379. The Secret Islands Frank.
lin Russell. An absorbing ac-
count of the exploration of
the isolated islands lying off
Canada’'s east coast. $6.00.
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Save as much as $:
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just $4.95

336. A Nice Place 1o Visit.
Hugh Garner. A murder mys-
tery by one of Canada’s best-
loved storytellers. $8.95.

347. The Backbencher. Gor-
don Aiken. A humorous ex-
posé about the men who run
the government. $8,95.

383. Peter Gzowski's Book
About This Country in the
Morning. A miscellany of in-
terviews. letters, contests and
how-to's. $7.95

378. Women at Work: Onta-
rio 1850-1930. Janice Actan,
Penny Goldsmith, Bonnie
Shepard. A collection of ten
essays examining the history
of Canadian working women.
$6.00.

374. North by 2000. H.A. Har-
greaves. The first collection of
Canadian science fiction.
$8.95,
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.The Readers Club of Canada is

Canada’s own book club. The bookson these pages
are typical of the Club’s offerings. And you can have
any three of them for just 54.93, with a no-string
attached membership in the Readers Club.

The Readers Club is owned and operated by Cifna-
dims to serve the distinctive needs of thoushtful
Canadian readers. Now. with help from the Ontario
Arts Council and the Canada Council, the Readers
Club is able to enroll additional members.’ .

The Club offers you the carefully-chosen best of
Canadian books. There is no membership fee and no
minimum purchase requirement: KOU buy as few or
als many Canadian books through the Club as you
please.

And you save money. Selections are frequently
offered at special prices. And the Club’s Bonus Plan
stretches your book-buying dollar by as much as
twenty-five percent.

You also receive a free subscription to the Canadian
Reader, the Club's lively journal about Canadian books
and writing.

Frequent savings. NO minimum purchases. Conven-
ient access to the best in Canadian writing. And, on
top of al this, any three of the books-on these pages
for just $4.95.

Pick your three books and fill out your membership
application today. Yoii'll be glad you did.

L P

)ership In the Readers’ Club
mportant Canadian
E_4.95!
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Gift

f loin the Readers’ Club now and we'll
tend you--absolutely frec!-a paper-
boun of Read Canada, edited

cop /
by Roberl'.¥-'ull‘ord, David Godfrey
| and Abrahom Rotstein. 10 this best-

and about Canuda, tiventy-nine expert
contributors introduce you lo the
best books written on Canadian His-
tory, Economics and Politics, SocieLy,
and Literature und the Arls. Read
Canadian—275 pages of fascinatin
information and opinion -costs 32.95
in the bookstores, .
It's' yours absolutely free as an

tics of Read Cenadian are limited, so

Club, right now. But available quanti-
set today.

selling puide o books by Canadians -

Extra Bonus' i you join the Reuders' .

—Free Free
viembership

+ Readers’ Club of Canada

» 35 Britain Sircel, Toronto, Ontario M5A IR?

o
[v)]
o
N
a

+ Enroll me in the llcadcr:f‘ Club of Canada and send me thé three books

i 1 have indicated by number below along with iny free membership rift—
cader each anonth, describing

! Read Canadien. Send me Canadian
v forthcolnin;

“ectlons and other new Canadian books. IF I wi

+ 1eceive a Sclction, | need do nothing. Whenever I prefer another
: or no book at all, | will give you my instructions 0N a form which is
' always provided. [ am under no obligation to buy a minimum number

+ of boo

B3R

through the Club; | will bc offered frequent Swings on pur-

v chases; | will benefit from the Club’s Bonus Pian and I may resign from

i the Club at my time without penalty.

E My lntroductory Selections:

MAME
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 ADDRESS

CITY.

PROV.
fcheque or m.o. for $4.95 enclosed)
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the redity of an actud family structure
in Bloomsbury bailt up through friend-
ship, blood relations, and marriage:
Clive Bell married Vanessa Stephen,
Leonard Woolf married Virginia
Stephen, David Garnett married
Angelica Bell, Duncan Grant was
Strachey's first cousin. And so on.

Of course the bias is there; itis a
bias in favour of the view that
individually and in sem
Bloomsbury accomplishments
were important, widespread,
Ia}nd of significance to our own
ives.

But too much can be made of these
connections; because what emerges
from S. P. Rosenbaum's Selections are
the evidences of terrific disparities and
disagreements throughout the Gmup —
aterm, by the way, few of its “mem-
bers’ have accepted as an accurate
name for its informally joined district

meetings. What Bloomsbury shared.

documents and | can't think of anything
of real importance that has' been omit-
ted. Bloomsbury, both in its private and
public aspects, -is nicely represented
and letters, memoirs, and recollections
smack intimately of Sussex- cottages
and the parlours of W. C. 1. And. wit
and playfulness s there too, of course:
in the withering os-mots Of Lytton
Strachey Or in the mischievous Dread-
nought incident in which Virginia
Woolf and company, disguised as
Abyssinianroyalty, hoaxed tbe British
navy. Critics of Bloomsbury are rep-
resented as well -in all their fury —
including a macvellous exchange bet-
ween Cljve Bell and G. B. Shaw. Pro-
fessor Rosenbaum has included useful
introductions to each document, plac-
ing them in time and circumstance with
a minimum of editoria bias. But of
course the bias is there; it isabiasin
favour Of the view that individualy and
in sum Bloomsbury accomplishments
were important, widespread, and of
dgnificance to aur own lives. And in
terms Of the novel (Forster, Virginia
Woolf), biography (Strachey),
economics (Keynes), politics (Leonard

was a suspicion of mere tradition for _ Woolf), aesthetics (Fry, Bell) and

tradition’s sake andasort of intellectual
and emotional honesty that pushed
them into postions consdered quite
scandalous in their day;

Rosenbaum has put together a
generous selection of Bloomsbury

22 Books In Canada, September, 1975

painting (Grant, Vanessa Bell), who
can doubt that they have influenced our
civilization considerably and have done
S0 without the nasrow permesations of
doctrine, or the confines of an ditist
reserve? 3
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René Lévesgue: Portrait of a
Québecois, by Jean Provencher,

translated by David Ellis, Gags, 272
pages, $9.95 cloth and $5.95 paper.

The Vigil of Quebec, by Fernand
Dumont, translated by Sheila
Fischms Richard Hows i

T Press, 13 pages; 3.50 paer.

2]

By NIGEL SPENCER

READING THE stories Of recent O eur-
rent political persondities almaost a-
ways seems t0 make them recede un-
comfortably into the far-distant past.
Consequently, present archaisms are
shown up with more than usual clarity.
This is wue Of Jean Provencher’s re-
cently translated biography of René
Lévesque, and even more so of the
somewhat outdated confessions of Fer-
nand Dumont.

David Eliis has given us a smooth

and hiihly accurate trandation of

Red Lévesque: Porirait Of a Qué-
beds, a book that has been out for
barely a year in the original. Despite itS
amost chatty tone, Provencher’s book
does not lapse into the picayune “I

smoke them because | like them” -
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type of biography. Nor does it elevate
Lévesque to the-status of an abstract
“phenomenon that typifies the di-
lemmaof Quebec.”” Asitstitle implies,
tbe book follows Lévesque through a
series of episodes crucia to him and to
Quebec society, and balances the spare
and Incid narration with arange of opin-
ion culled both at the time and in retro-
spect. The result is not a ponderous,
academic tome but an unpretentious
and successful gathering. of essential
resources. Both Pmvencher and - his
translater have been careful to provide
all the necessary apparatus and infor-
mation without éncumbering the per-
sona narrative.

From each major episode, Proven-
cher conveys the essential, formative
influences that worked both on
Lévesque and his socia environment:
all of this without ever really forcing
anything on the reader. '

From hi middle-class, highly cul-
tured home in the Gaspé, Lévesque ac-
quired both areverence for the written
word (later trandated into broad-
casting) and a resentment of theanglo-
phone monopolies that imprisoned the
people of the region. All of thiswas
tempered with a basic optimism and
good humeur that have since remained
his particular trademarks. Similarly,
bis classical, academic background
provided him with a sense of modera-
tion, a taste for debate and a long-range
trust in tbe “rules of the game” that
have caused him increasing difficulty.

Lévesque’s school friends and col-
leagues make up avirtua Who's Who
of the Quiet Revolution: Yves Pratte,
Jean Marchand, Pierre Trudeau,
Gerard Pelletier; Francois Cloutier,
Robert Cliche, Doris Lussier, and the
Lesage Liberas. In fact, this small,
self-contained world of newly emerg-
ing professionals and technocrats
circumscribes effectively the sdf-
congratelating group who till see the
Quiet (middle-class) Revolution as a
blueprint for Quebeg's future. In these
terms, the apparently contradictory be-
haviour of men like Trudeau becomes
much more understandable: the PM is
fighting a kind of nationalism that he
still associates with Duplessis, because
he cannot conceiveit in other terms.
Likewise, he sees efficient “planning”
(the magic word of the 1960s) as the
key to progress across the world. re-
gardless of frontiers. The content and
oriemtation of that planning is of little or
no importance, because it is not a valid
technological problem.

Similarly, Lévesque now finds him-
self at the head of areformist party that

b
ey
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is a direct descendant of Lesage’s Lib-
erals (Bourassa almost joined) and
which is likewise becoming more and
more of a brake-on progressive ele-
ments in public life.

Pmvencher takes us up-to the inaugu-
ration of the Parti Québecois in 1969,
before ending hi parrative, but all Of
these ambiguities have been well-
prepared for, and the unalloyed ad-
miration of earlier pages make way
for something darker. Alluding to
Lévesque’s denunciation of the La

Presse strikers in 1971, Provencher

leads us to believe that any subsequent
volume on the post-1970 period could
centre on Lévesque’s increasingly con-
servative tendencies and hi strangle-
hold on the PQ. Seenin the light of the
short-lived *‘liberation’* that followed
the death of Duplessis and the subse-
queat, timid back-pedalling carried out
by Lesage, Johnson, Bourassa, et al.,
this becomes an ironic repetition of re-
cent history.

Perhaps thii is the most striking thing
of all to emerge from Provencher’s
work: the speed a which things have
changed in Quebec, so that”the
supposed leaders find themsealves, like
Lesage, amost instantly left behind.

As far as Lévesque himself is con-

cerned, one has the feeling that his po-
tential lifetime has encompassed as '

much change as he can cope with, and
that far from being aleader his greatest

Far from being a leader,
[Lévesque’s} greatest contribu-
tion has been as a pragmatic
collector of existing ideas and
social currents. .

contribution has been as a pragmatic
collector of " existing ideas and socid
currents. .

This reminds me of his first, arid
probably greatest. vocation — as a
journalist. He became a public figure as
a war correspondent in Europé and
Korea, then rose to “stardom” by cap-
turing the popular imagination as the
“man who introduced the art of report-
ing” to Radio-Canada. Hi lively,

comprehensiveeritical style quickly set

the pace for the infant TV news service,
and subsequently became. a valuable,
tradition in the French network. Al-
though unappreciated outside Quebec,
this will remain, one suspects, his
greatest gift to the times. '

If Lévesque, the wiry. no-nonsense
distruster of abstractions. and ide-
ologies, no .longer finds himsaf in
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SUPERIOR:
The Haunted Shore
by Bruge Litteljohn &
Wavyland Drew
September

29.95 until Dec. 31/756
35.00 thereafter

SWINDLE! A Decade of
Canadian Stock Frauds
by Roger Croft
September 8.95 Cloth

MORGENTALER
The Physician Who
Couldn't Turn Away
by Eleanor Pelrine .

October 9.95 Cloth
TOLLER

by Elva Oglanhy
October 9.95 Cloth

THE COOKING
OF PROVINCIAL
QUEBEC

by Mirielle Beaulieu
September 9.95 Cloth

RECIPES FOR,
HEALTHIER -
CHILDREN

by Edith Redman
October 6.95 Cloth

THE GREAT
CANADIAN

HOW TO GO METRIC
AND LIKE IT

by John Del Grande
October 2.95 PB

A PICTORIAL .
HISTORY OF RADIO
IN CANADA

by Sandy Stewart

October 11.95 Cloth,

JULIE THE ROYAL
MISTRESS .
by Mackenzie Porter
October 495 PB

CANADIAN

BUSINESS

WORD DIVISION

by Gerry Farmer
September 4.95 Cloth
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tie vanguard of popular opinion, the
urbane inteliectual, Fernand Damont,
represents the other Side of the same
coin. A sociologist. by profession, he
gives one_the feeling of groping —
sometimes with success, frequently in
confusion — for some kind of sturdy,
popular roots. .

The Vigil of Quebec is a much dif-
ferent book than Provencher’s. This
loosely grouped collection of speeches,
essays,. and musings ‘spans - Severa
years up to. and including, the War
Measures Act. That the translation by
Sheila Fischman ard Richard Howard
trails the origina by four years adds to

" its somewhat archaic fldvour. How- .

ever, like the Lévesque biography, thii
book seems primarily an attempt to sum
up'an era that is dead and gone.
Looking back over his “vigil,”
Dumont has an alarming tendency to
dlow brilliant insights to dip by, often
unexplored, while he concentrates on a,
vague perpetuation of the inteliectual
games and: shott-sightedness Of the !
naively optimistic Quiet Revolution,

" Heisa his best in the earlier chapters,

when sketching, concisaly and clearly,
a brief psycho-analytic history of
Quebec culture; or near the end, when
explaining the “symbolism of fear”
surrounding the \War Measures Act. It
isin these passages that he can really be’
of use to readers outside Quebec.
Elsewhere, his tendency to discuss
political and social life in terms of
poorly defined “myths’ and *‘syni-
bols™ Is annoying, confusing, and fre-
quently repetitive and sterile. The main
fault here, one suspectsinip Dumont’s
editing. Many Of th;se pieces are
speeches carefully geared to different

. interest groups, and Dumont as the

celebrity, soul-searching Catholic and
timid socidist, tends to adopt one vir-
ginal pose after another, only to drop it

‘in"a calculafed way before his en-

thralled audience. Had he re-thought
and reworked these pieces iNto a'more
coherent Whole before publication, the
résults could have been sparkling and
immensdy provocative. Still, one must
accept the frank, pensive, and personal
nature of these Writings, forthey can be
engaging and frequently revedling. But
one suspects that this level of the book
has far more appeal for Quebec readers
than for Canadians.

Now confident, now alarmed, Du-
mont pleads for a vigdrous but dis-
criminating re-examination Of past and
current myths and symbols, ideas and
tendencies. He proceeds cautioudy to
catalogue what he feds are Quebec’s

T gL R

reliable cuituraland political resources,
but his suggestions beyond this point
are frequently pitiful.

He repestedly expresses a vague
faith in the “educationa revolution™
without ever being specific or coming
down to couerste reaﬁ‘;icl es. It isironic
that in 1975, the Liberals are as dedi-
yeated tO arresting that one as they were

the Quiet Revolution 10 years ago.

Similarly, the government-run. de-
velopment corporation,. in which the
Dumont of 1969 had so much hope, is
bein? dismantled because of fears that
it will work too well. Endless examples
can be quoted to show Dumont’s
technocratic. betief that just a tightening
of a screw or a dmp of oil in the right
place will permit the politicd machine
to run-perfectly. That'it is built wrong
does not occur to him. If people want
socialism, they will vote in a new
*elite’” (an essential bit of Dumont’s
politica jargon) to manufacture it for
them. .

Elsawhere, Dumont confuses short-
term and |ong-term points of view. val-
ues and ingtitutions, subjective reac-
dons, and the precious objectivity of a
sociologist. To be fair, Fischman and
Howard have given us a pretty reliable
trandation. But without the peculiar
charm and eloggence of the original
to beguile us, Dumont's weaknesses
show up mere than his strengths

That both Lévesque and Dumont
have now reached the point where they
are so obviously trying to put new wine

into-old bottles suggests that something
has changed profoundly in Quebec
since 1970. Let us hope that English-
language publishers Will start to give us
anthologies from the Parti Pris or
Maintenant groups
punctudity that they deliver the latest
novel from Carrier or play by Trem-
blay. O
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Two old

testaments

Social Planning for Canada, by the
esearch Committee of the League
for Social Reconstruction, with an
introduction by F. R. Scott and
others, U of T Press (Social History
of Canada Series), 528 pages, $20

cloth and $6.50 paper.

Report on Secidl Security for
Canada, 1943, by Leonard Marsh
with an introduction by him, U of T
Press (Social History of Canada
Series), 330 pages, $15 cloth .and

$5.50 paper-
By J. L. GRANATSTRIN

DURING THE 1930s and 1940s,
socialists had “planning” as their god.
Capitalism could produce the goods,
yes, but usually in alternating gluts or
scarcities that came nowhere near meet-.
ing the needs of the people. The Great
Pepresston was the classic example of
the breakdown of the system, a time
when all the flaws and fallacies were
fully exposed. And, then tbe war had
come and the government had stepped
in to impose planning, co-ordination,
and controls, to create in fact a socialist
state under the press of necessity. The
results again were clear: Canada pro-
duced more goods more efficiently than
ever before and the gross nationa
product doubled in the space of five
years. SO great was the wealth of the
state that there was at last money to pay
for the socia services, the social-
welfare schemes, that had seemed al-
most impgssible a few.years earlier.
These two booksare in areal sense
the bibles that guided the change.
Social Planning TOr Canada was a col-
lective effort umduced by, the Toronto-
and Montreal-based academics who
formed the heart of the League for So-
cid Reconstruction. The Report on So-
cial Security for Canada was producéd
for a House of Commons Special
Committee on Social Security in 1943
by Leonard Marsh. the ResearchDirec-
tor of the. Advisory Committee on
Postwar Reconstruction. .
Leonard Marsh's Report was prob-
ably more directly influential. His re-
port was prepared in 1943 in large part
because the Minister of Pensions, lan
Mackenzie, was hungry for publicity
and wanted a Canadian document that
would rival the Beveridge Report in
Britain, that great document that laid

5
M iy

BT PP e L N

the groundwork for “*cradle-to-grave™
security: In tbe space of weeks, Marsh
prodyced hi study, and an impressive
document it was. Mobilizing statistics
gathered during 10 years of research,
Marsh demonstrated that Canadians
lived in squalor and that generations
had been- raised in poor health and on
inadequate food. The answers, in his
view, were m create a comprehensive
social-security scheme, including na-
tional health insurance, universal eons
tributory old age pensions, family al-
lowances, and planning for public em:

ployment projects..
In 1943, this kind of report was still

, *seen as visignary. Marsh estimated the

costs at $900 million, or 150 percent of
the total prewar budgef. But .as he
stressed, “social security payments are
not money lost.. .. [Rather, they] are
investments in morale and hedth, in
greater family stability . in human
productive efficiency.” So they were;
equally important, social security had
other attractions. First, it seemed a
political winning hand, as Mackenzie
King's Liberals were quick to note. The
baby bonus,: for example, served to
undercut the appeal of socialism in the
election of 1945 and keep Liberalism in
charge for the postwar period. And so-
cial security also made the! civil ser-
vants happy. Everyone feared another
depression after the war en&d, add in
the best Keynesian fashion, purchasing
power was held to be the key. How

" better to get people to spend money

thanto giveit out in small dollops that

were intended to be spent on milk and’

shoes for the kiddies? Everyone was

happy except the CCF. which hd seen

its ideas pirated away. *

The League for Social Reconstruc-
tion had been formed expressly for the

purpose of developing a body of ideas

. e ETHET]
Marsh demonstrated. - thit
‘Canadians |ived in squalor and
that generations had been
raised in poor health and on in-
adequate food.

the Liberals could not steal. This, as the
surviving leaders of the LSR'tell usin
their new introduction to their master
work, was very much the-intent of
Frank Underhill, tbe Taronto. history.
professor, who created .the |league.
Underhill gathered around -him, au.
extraordinary group of men and
women, sich people as Frank Scott,.
Leonard Marsh, Graham Spry, Eugene
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“The s-hrj'ofl..nih. K.halnd
HIJACKER and
REVOLUTLONARY

and the

PALESTINE LIBERATION

ORGANISATION
and theirfight to regaln their homeland.
SUPPRESSED in canada nml'.llle us. by
fantam Books for tao years although this beok by a
Canadlan amthor has been published In a2 doren

amuntrics Incduding England. France and Germany.
0 pages $4.00 paper  S10L00 cloth

and especially
for
Teachers!

The Life of .
LOUIS RIEL

BY Dr Peter Charlabols
The excliing story of Louls Rial and lha Metls,
- illustratad with over 300 aul.hantlc photos.

266 pp. $7.95 pa., $14.85 cloth

BETHUNE

his story in pictures

son histoire illustrée

A bilinguat picture book of his Inspiring Iife for

all readers.
80 pp, $3.00 p., $6.95 cloth.

also: Milton Acorn
The People’ sHistory of P.E.I.

Black Canadians
1837

w

dl In cur catalogue
— ask torit!

NC Press, Box 4010, Stn A Toronto
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Forsey, and Joe Parkinson. Out of their
brainstorming Sessions came the intel-
lectual props that made the Co-opera-
tive Commonwedlth Federation the
spawning ground for a generation of
ideas that are today legidation.

The LSR were critics of society dur-
ing the Depression. Who except a fool
could not be? Their analyses, their
Social Planning for Canada, put heavy
stress on the need for rationalization,
for organization, for greater state con-
trol, for planning. “We. ., look to the
establishment in Canada of a new socid
order,” their manifesto proclaimed
“which will substitute a rﬁ’mned and.
socialized economy for the existing
chaotic individudism. ...»

In the 1930s planning was a dirty
word; today it is taken for granted. But
unfortunately planning did not bring
the utopia foreseen by the LSR.-In-
stead, |t brings EXpressways or airports

that no one wants and no one can pre-

vent; it brings giant bureaucracies that
exist to serve themselves, not the peo-
ple; it leads to demands for decentrali-
zation as an escape from mushing con-
trol from the centre. We still have
capitalism, free enterprise, “chaotic
individualism,” but now we aso have
much of the trappings of government
control. Where did it al go wrong?O

FRENCH WRITERS
OF CANADA

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY SO
REVEALING, IT WON AN
AWARD FOR FICTION.

IN AN IRON GLOVE
and

THE RIGHT CHEEK
b y '
Claire Martin

Bern in Quebec City in 1914, Clair:
Martin writes Of the first twenty years of
her life. These two volumes aré a shock-
ilg indictment of the abuse of power —-
aduh over child, male over female,,
church over society. She describes the:
cruelties and injustices of her upbringing;
and the narrow bigotry of her convent:
education. All expressions of love were
suspect. Yet, there Was love and there;
was reason. Together, they enabled her:
t0 survive. Written with wit and!
humour, her autobiography is a testa-
ment to their power. Paper, $2.50 each.
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Nickel and
damning, it

Falconbridge: Portrait of a Cana-
dian Mining Multinational, by John
Deverell and the Latin American
Working Group, James Lorimer &
Company, 192 pages, $11 cloth and
4.95 paper.’ .

by PETER BRIMELOW

ONE OF THE things that Saved me from
dying of boredom on the gruelling trek
through a U.S. business school a cou-
ple of years ago Was the periodic arrival
In the libracy of a group of radicals.
They were using the standard reference
books to trace local ramifications of the
military-industrial complex for publi-
cation in the various underground
newspaper!.

*This book is a smilar sort of exposé,
only on a grander scale. It traces the
history Of Falconbridge Nickel Mines
"Ltd., from its incorporation in 1928 to
its current operations in three separate
countries. The book’s techrical Vir-
tuosty commands admiration. There's
an efficient if humourless piling up of
narrative, an energetic carving of obs-
cure factual gargoyles embeHished
with learned references to remote back
issues of the Financial Post, and over-
arching structures of statistical data
about living conditions in South West
Africa (which is. of course, devdutly
referred tO as Nambiathroughout).

But it's acathedral that can only be
fully sppreciated by those who share
the puritanical faith that inspires jts
creators. One must be outraged by the
news that world nickel markets have
been effectively dominated by a cartel,
afact that so exercises the authors tbat
they’re hard pressed to explain how
Falconbridge, |ed by Thayer Lindsiey,
managed to bregk into the cartel in tﬁe
1930s. One must be shocked to dis-
cover that Canadian corporations don't
operate in a vacuum, that their various

liances can be traced-as the authors
rightly point out — by rding the
elevator up one of Toronto’s bank
palaces and seeing who the banks have
strong-armed iNtO tepancies. One must
reject aSheresy the araument that min-
ing companies support the economy in
more ways than simply by pay! n? t&es
— notably in the multiplier effect of
wages and other expenditures -since
this makes it impossible to present them
as parasites.

It's a reflection on the limited in-
terests of intellectuals and academies
that the story of a company such as
Falconbridge always seenis t0 be told
by partisans, eitherin-house PR Writers
or roving bands of Marxists. Canadian
businessmen don’t help. Falconbridge
is refusing to comment, like an
elephant sticking itS head in the sand
and hoping the hunters will take it for
an odlrich.

One result of this is that we're asked
to believe that multinationa manage-
ments function in some concerted way
with U.S. imperalism. But in fact, like
most businessmen, they seem incapa-

. ble of looking beyond the next quarter’'s

earnings, which 1s why they are anong
the most mindless backers of détente

with Russia and China. Indeed, the - .

multinationals are attacked by the right
as well as the left for their very negléct
of U.S. national interests. The John
Biih Society, for example, points an-
grily to the paradox of heralng the
Russians to build the trucks that were
supplying the North Vietnamese vic-
tor¥ in South Vietnam.

here's nothing in this book of the
subtlety Anthony Sampson showed

when he said, a the end of his attack on -

ITT in The Sovereign State, that it was
impossible to reject completely the
point that ‘multinationals get the job

. :. ﬁ'?;." -h‘

done. They do organize production ef-
fectively, notwithstanding the authors
apparent belief that nickel just comes
out of the ground and gives itsdlf up.

Ultimately, the authors seem to ob-
ject to Falconbridge because the com-
pany does NOt O around overthrowing
friendly but oppressive national gov-
emments. ‘The reason it doesn't is ‘be
cause it'S a mining company, not a
communist party. But judging from the
author’s reverent ‘references tO North
Vietnam and Cuba, that might be better
tttan what they have in mind. O
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How B.C.
happened

British Columbia Chronicle
1778-1846: Adventures by Sea and
Land, by G. P. V. and Helen B. Ak-
rigg, Discovery Press (Box 45295,
Postal Station G, Vancouver), illus-
trated, 429 pages, $14.95 cloth.

By RICHARD LANDON

THE EARLY HISTORY Of the disco\‘very
and exploration of the Pacific North-
west extends, in essence, from 1778
when Captain Cook sailed into Nootka
Sound, to 1846 when the international
boundary was established at the 49th
parallel of |atitude. During this period
the prospect of riches derived from the
fur trade drew men by sea and land to
the vast uncharted area that would
eventually become British Columbia.
Inone sense ik history isthe history of
the two companies under whose aegis
the explorers and traders pushed back
the frontier — the North West Com-
pany and the Hudson's Bay Company.
The actions of these men and the In-
dians they encountered produced a rich
mosaic of historical episodes redolent
-of the drama of the confrontation of
man and wilderness. The major explor-
ers (Cook, Vancouver, Mackenzie,
Fraser. Thompson) have been the ob-
ject of detailed historical study for
many years and most of their journas
and diaries have been published. There,
remain. however, vast quantities of un-
published letters, minutes, reports, and
journals that have not all been used by
the authors of the large survey histories
of B.C., from Bancroft in 1887 to
Ormsby in 1958.

The Akriggs (whose | ast teatm effort
was the successful 100! British Col-
umbia Place Names) have attempted in
this book to provide a chronological
overview of B.C. history from 1778 to
1846, year by year. in apopular style.
And they have succeeded admirably.
They emphasize the first-hand accounts.
of individual fand often minor) charac-
ters and rely heavily on primary
sources. The explorers and fur-
company factors were indefatigable
compilers of reports. diaries, and jour-
nals and some of them had well de-
veloped literary pretensions. Consider
this passage from the journal of Samuel
Black, the first explorer to penetrate the
forests of central northern B.C.:

e e e L A TN D T e Sl

L o)

This moming involuntary indulged an hour
longer than usual in morpheus chains, wak-
ing cut of which the white resplendent orb
of day was gloriously illuminating the blue
azure sky & varigated Mountainsreflecting
his dancing beams in the silvery mirror of
the Lake exhibited before our Torpid
sences. ...

Despite a style politely termed “ pro-
lix” by Sir George Simpson, to whom
he addressed hi reports, Black was an
important explorer. One of the attrac-
tive features of the Akriggs’ Chronicle
istheinclusion of information about
and quotations from such unjustly neg-
lected characters. (Black’s journal was
edited by E. E. Rich and published by
the Hudson’'s Bay Record Society in
1955.)

The Akriggs do not usually attempt
detailed critical evaluations of the
careers of the mgor explorers, a-
though they do provide the references
to books and articles where such con-
siderations may be found. They do,
however, come out rather strongly
against David Thompson, concluding
that hisfailure to secure the rights to the
mouth’ of the Columbia River for Great
Britain and the North West Company
was the result of serious flaws in his
character. Thisisan arguable point and
smacks of psycho-history.

The chronicle form of historical nar-
rative imposes certain difficulties. AS
events often do not dot themselves
neatly into specific years, the authors

-are frequently forced to resort to the

“*we will meet up with X or Y again”
technique, which breaks down the con-
tinuous delineation of an individual
career. That, however, is a minor cavil.
British Colombians, whether reposing

_on the bosom of their native hieath or

suffering in self-imposed exile—in-
deed, anyone who is interested in the

. exploration and development of. the

Canadian West — will delight in this
attractive, well-illustrated. and read-
able book. O

* o T
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AFTER | WAS SIXTY

‘Lord Thomson of Fleet

*The figuro who emerges from the
reminiscences is oddly endearing—e
man who may be said to have car-
ried ordinariness to so extravagant
a pitch that It becomes extmordi-
nary . - .” 'Malcoim Muggeridga
$9.60

THE SECOND WORLD WAR
An fllustrated History
A. J. P. Taylor

‘With an unrivellsd knowladge of the -

gvidence in many languages Mr.
Taylor answars many guestions that
have puzzled historlans. The author
has written & taut comprehensive
narrative from tha remote begin-
nings in April 1932 through to -the
unconditional surrender of Garmany
and Japan in 1945, $20.85

INDIRA GANDHI

Zareer Masan!

The Ife ol Indira Gandhi, inter-
woven since marly childhood with
the drama of Indian politics, re-
quires no gernishing. The present
biography zesks to examine without
undue reverepce the development of
a remorkable personality. $22-75

I Thomas Nelson & Sons

(Canada) Ltd.

81 Curlew Drive

Don Mills, Ontario.
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\/ donald. Blake’s imperial thought end
S e n constitutional views are -described in

Blake

Blanche Pownall Garrett

Following the success of her last
book, Canadian Country Preserves
and Wines, Blanche Garrett now
presents us with a wide assortment
of unthought of recipes for soups,
salads, butters,preserves, desserts,
candy, wines and vinegars, using
wild plants and- fruits found all
overCanada.Consider:white clover
cream, pate with watercress, milk-
weed pod soup, raspberry syllabub-
sumac gin!

A Taste of the Wild isideal for cur.
ious cooks, and those whd are
intrigued with the idea of taking
advantage of Canada’s bounty of
wild plants from the fields and
woods.

$9.95 cloth
full colour cover, illustrated
September publication

James Lorimer

Edward Blake: The Man of the
Dther Way (1833-1881), by Joseph
‘Schull, Macmillan, 257 pages,

$13.95 “cloth.

By J. D. LIVRRMORR

EDWARD BLAKE has always been an

glusive figure. Shy and sickly, often’

cold and aloof, he was combprehensible
to few of his colleagues and a close
friend ofeven fewer-a lonely, glacial
sphinx who hated politics yet needed its
ego satisfaction, who outwardly shun-
ned positions of political leadership but
inwardly demanded them. Blake chose
to obey.his own logic and impulses,
often disregarding the political conse-
quences. He devoted 40 pears to public
life in Canada and Great Britain, leav-
ing behind a reputation for rashness and
disloyalty and the unique distinction of
being the only leader of Canada’s Lib.
eral party who never became prime
minister.

Edward Blake: The Man Of the,
Other Way is the first of a projected
two-volume biography by Joseph
Schull, one of Canada’'s most versatile
and prolific writers. He is the author of
several popular books in Canadian his-
tory, including a widely acclaimed
study of Blake's successor to the Lib-
eral leadership, Sir Wilfred Laurier,
and has employed his talents to good
advantage in infusinﬁ drama and vital-
ity into a subject hitherto considered
stolid and confusing. The result is an
interesting, sympathetic biography that
explains many of the mysteries of
Blake's career to 1881, one year after
he assumed the leadership of the na-
tional Liberal party.

Although based upon sound research
and a thorough grasp of the secondary
iii. the book rarely departs from
traditional interpretations. Historians
will find the chronicle of events famil-
iar and the personality charatteriza-
tions orthodox. In assessing Blake's
controverzial political role, Schull has
tended to tread the trails broken by
J. M. S, Careless, Dale Thomson, and
Donald Creighton. He has thereby mis-
sed a potentially important opportunity
to view rhe period through the eyes of a
participant whio ditféred with George

&Company, PUbliShCrS Brown and Alexander Mackenzie al-
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most as much as he did wirh Mag-

the context of politics in the 1860s and

1870s, but are never synthesized and

treated systematically, employing the
methodological tools of the intellectual
historian. Too often the book is vague

on political details that might have

clarified the issues for~ the general

reader and, Ied to a more meaningful /
evaluation of Blake the politician.

Instead of m-appraising Blake's role

in 19th-century politics, Schull has

chosen to create a portrait of a compki-

cated personality. And he is at his best

when gauging Blake's many moods or
plumbing his motivations. Complex, -
impetuous, and generally misunder-
stood, Blake possessed behind his .
frosty exterior a warmth and sensitivity R
that few of his colleagues appreciated.

Schull describes with flair the private

Blake — the successes of his legal

career, the burden of his family herit-

age, and the impact of his changing

fortunes. Although it adds little to tradi-

tional interpretations of the late-
19th-century, Edward Blake: The Men

of the Other Way makes for interesting,

enjoyable reading. O

What all the

fuzz 1s about

Police Command, by Brian A.
Grosman, Macmillan, 148 pages,
$12.95 cloth and $5.95 paper

By MICHAEL RYVAL

IN AN INCREASINGLY complex society
that is growing perplexed at the rapid
growth of crime, most people ironically
take thepolice forgranted. That is, they
point at crime statistics yet have no real
idea of the powers and constraints of ;
the police. As for the discretionary na-
ture of law enforcement, where in the
simplest case one driver is fined for
speeding and another merely ad-
monished, most people ignore it. Pro-
tection is their concem, not quality of €
performance. '

In Police Command, Brian Gros-
man has examined the organization and
practices of various Canadian and
American urban police Forces. Much of
the Focus is on police leadership.'There
are few surprises, however. as Gros-
man attempls to answer rather elemen-
tary questions and avoids the tempta-
tion of exposing police corruption and
violence. This dry, textbook-like inves-
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tigation ledves that task to other less
sympathetic observers — and to films
and TV.

Gmsman, a professor of law in
Saskatchewan, is concerned with the
inner workings of the police: police
bureaucracy; selection of the chief; the
problems of instituting change; the
selective nature of law enforcement;
and the limitations on police. It's gen-
eraly from the insider’s (i.e., police)
point of view, though Gmsman keeps it
al in the context. of the police-
community relationship.

As might be expected, the police are
hierarchical and -military in na-
ture. Authority, discipline. ‘and regi-
mentation are bywords, though in
these times eroding ones. The chief
usually arrives at his rank after years of
service, soit's not likely that he'll be as
flexible and innovative as when he en-
&d the force. (Outside appointees
must master the interpersonal relation-
ships within the force in order to cen-,
tralize control.)

In theory the chief is politically im-
partial; yet he must deal with politi-
cians, the media, business, and other
interest’ groups and usually identifies
with those who am at his Own level or
slightly above it. It's no wonder the
community may be divided over the
chief's worth.

Though taking the police per-
spective, Gmsman also illustrates his
case for reform with stories of incon-
sistent law enforcement, nammow and
limited training that emphasizes ex-

perience and results in stereotyping and -

labelling of people, and the lack of
executive support for police unions.
But these and.other problems can be
remedied — with the acknowledge-
ment and participation of the chief.
Gmsman suggests there would be im-
provement in performance if a more
open, creative relationship between the
police and the community were estab-
lished. Tensions would dissolve if rela-
tions were more informal, less rigid.
This would apply at all leves, not just
to a special unit of the force. Interest-
ingly, many, of Gmsman's proposas
originate in the U.S. — gpecifically
from the California cities of San Fran-
cisco, Berkeley, and Oakland —
though some experiments are being
conducted inNorth VVancouver.
Grosman advocates a shedding of the
defensive, para-military role of the
police. When that will happen is debat-
able. As he says, “The quality of police
service in any, urban environment de-
pends upon the availability of munici-
pal and other governmental initia-

tives. ... The police alone cannot erase
the causes of violence and disorder.”

Police Command is a well-argued’
case for progressive paolicing.. It's
weakness isthat it doesn’t giveus the
sense of real people in real places;
them’s too much anonymity for my
taste. But no doubt it will_find its spot
on the bookshelves of students mgjor-
ing in police technology. O

Our patron,
right or wrong

Pictures from the Douglas M.
Duncan Caellection, selected and In-
troduced by Framees Duncan Bar-
wick, U of T Press, 156 pages, $15

cinfh.

By GARY MICHAEL DADLT

IF DOUGLAS DUNCAN hadn’'t _existed,
Robertson Davies would have had to
invent him. Witty, wealthy. and
learned, Duncan became, in the tiny
rarified world of Canadian art and let-
tersin the 1930s, *40s, and *50s, what
Pearl McCarthy.once called “unofficial
adviser to everybody.”

Duncan was lanky, shambling,
absent-minded, out-at-theelbows; he
is reported io have lived largely on
Laura Secord chocolates, fudge sun-
daes, and milkshakes; he drove. ac-
cording to Barbara Moon, a *‘rusted old
Buick convertible with tom rear wind-
sereen held together with diaper pins;”
the late Alan Jarvis has written that he
“once saw him dip a Craven A box
across a restaurant table 10 a young
Canadian artist: thepacket contained' 10
one-hundred dollar bills.” Quite sim-
‘ply, Douglas Duncan was a peripatetic
drawing-room comedy. .

Canada does not much nourish and
venerate its eccentrics. The “good
things’ one says or does are unlikely to
get further than a small circle of
friends. In Douglas Duncan’s case,
happily, the tone and texture of hisiife
as aesthete, patron, and raconteur has
been caught and made accessible (with
at least some success) by the publica-
tion last year by the University of To-
ronto Press of Douglas Duncan, a
Memorial Portrait, edited by Alan Jar-
vis. Though a little thin and fulsome in
places, the volume contained a good
dedl of valuable stuff about Duncan’s
establishing of the Picture Loan Soci-
ety, about his friendship with David
Milne (and his tireless championing of
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NEW FICTION

The Swing in the Garden
by Hugh Hood

A leading novelist begins
the great work of his
maturity: a cycle of

twelve novels uniting

past and present,

memory and truth.
$11.95/$4.95

Selected Stories

by Norman Levine

A selection of the best
stories Levine has written
in the past 30 years.
$6.95/$3.50

God Is Not a Fish Inspector
by W. D. Valgardson

Ten new stories by the
author of Bloodffowers.
$6.95/83.50

75: New Canadian Stories
edited by David Helwig

and Joan Harcourt

Fifth and most recent of
Oberon’'s annual storybooks.
Steries by Leo Simpson,
Joyce Marshall, Jane Rule
and eight others.
$8.95/83.95

Love & the Waiting Game
by David Watmough
Stories about growing up in
Cornwall between the wars.
$7.95/$3.95

FROM OBERON
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that remarkable painter) and L. L.
Fitzgerald, and a thoughtful account of
his efforts in support of the younger
artists he believed in.

The U of T Press has now released
Pictures from the Douglas M. Dun-
can Collection, edited by Duncan’s sis-
ter, Frances Duncan Barwick. The
book is a selection by Mrs. Barwick of
146 works from Duncan’s enormous

collection (at the time of his death in

1968 it contained more than 1,200
pieces). It is a peculiar anthology,
peculiar in the wild fluctuating uneven-
ness of the quality of the works. One
longs to know to what extent Mrs. Bar-
wick was able toreduce but maintain an
accurate profile of her brother's taste.
Or dii she strike out entirely ‘on her
own? Whatever the answer, the book
reproduces, in addition to theTundeni-
ably fine Milnes, Fitzgeralds, Varleys,
and Emily Carrs, some execrable pic-
tures; not just forgettable but downright
bad works by Henry Almedia, Ralph
Allen, Ann Macintosh Duff, André
Fauteux, Julius Griffith, Tom Hodg-
son, Gerald Human, P. K.'Irwin. And

the list goes on and on. | wish there

were some way to sound less cantank-
emus about the taste and the aesthetic
commitment of a kind and generous
man. No doubl many of these weorks

PUBLISH YOUR.
BOOK IN 90 DAYS

For over thirty-seven years Ex-
position Press publighed beck
manuscripts equal to trade
standards In am average cl
three months-a third the
usual time. Our special Im~
prints,  Exposlfion-Universiiy
(scholarly), Banner (trade).
Lochinvar (Americana). Testa-
ment {religious), are resewed
for deserving works In thelr
separate fields. We offer a
complele publishing service In-
cluding editorial supervision.
a dynamic advertising, rmar-
keting and promotional pro-
gram and trade diatribution.
Inquiries are Invited; editerial
reports furnished without obli-
gatlon.

FREE: Two fact-filled bro-
chores contalning a detalled
description of our publishing
plan and presenting a break-
down of contract tepms and
typieal Costs. «

Please write or call Dept.!725

EXPDSITION PRESS, INC.
900 South'Qysler Bay Rgoad

Hickevilla, Now York 11801
(516) 822-5700  ([212) B95-DOST
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were purchased to hellp out an artist
Duncan wished to keep afleat until he
gave evidence of what Duncan thought
of as his promise (though, ironically,
everyone who knew Duncan denies thii
possibility). But this collection is a
shaky structure upon which t¢ hope to
majntain a legendary connbisseurship.

House that
Jacques’ buil t

The. Beautiful Old Houses’ of
Quebec, by P. .Roy Wilson; with a
foreword by Jean Palardy, U of T
Press, 126 pages, $12.50 cloth.

By BRIAN VINTCENT

THE ONLY TRULY Canadian style of at-
chitecture is that of the old stonehouses
built by the French settlers in Quebec..
Over the years, many have been tom
down through public apathy and com-
mercial greed, others have been reno-
vated out of all recognition, and still

others - especially on the Ile °

d'Orléans — have been abandoned and
are falling in ruins. Fortunatély, a few
have been saved and are maintained in
their original state by the Canadian
Heritage of Quebec.

For many years, Quebec architect P.
Roy Wilson has been sketching these
houses, all over the province and 30 of
his drawings are now collected in The
Beautiful Old Houses OF Quebec. The
book is intended as a record of the
houses not as they are today but as they
were in their most attractive state.

And beautiful they certainly were,
with their dormer windows and finials
set in steep roofs that were crowned by,
the solid mass of the chimneys. In his
brief introduction to the sketches, Wil-
son points out the genius ‘of the buildets
who could combine function with eleg-
ance of design to such happy,effect.
The characteristic bell-cast of the
eaves. for instance, that praject so far
over the exterior house wall are not
only aesthetically pleasing but also
serve to_protect the wall fmm rain and
snow, and shade the windowofmm the
hieh sun of summer while allowing_into
the house as much of the lower winter
light as possible.

Wilson has a good understanding of
the whys and wherefores of such prac-
tical details. Stone parapet-gables
raised above the roof at each end of the
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house were adopted ‘from France to
prevent the spreading of fire from roof
to mof. For Kgame purpose, wooden
shingles were soon replaced by metal
sheets. Known as fer blanc, these were
originally made from the flattened tins
in which tea and other foods were ims:
ported and are still to be seen through-
out Quebéc today, often painted a
bright red.

Informative and beautifully. de-
signed, Wilson’s book is a labour of
love from start to finish. It hag no need
of Jean Palardy’s fulsome foreword to
advertise its merits. It is a welcome
memorial to an appealing domestic
architecture that has been shamefully
neglected. O

THE FAMLLY__

THAT PRAYS TOGETHER :

Y o u must not flush
your mummy’s pegrls
down the john.

Shit s flushed
down the johr

. not left in cupboard corners

or on ihe sun-room rug.

YOU must take off
your rinners, muddy er not,
before you get in bed.

Te;e-lh must be brushed
last thing at night.

You must not fart
while we are eating suppér.

‘And remember,

we live in a democracy
and we gre free

to believe

in what is best

for us.

(From Family Feelings and Other
Poems, by Peter Stevens, Alive Press,
paper, unpriced.)

Coming next
month:

.

. Paul Stuewe
-0 Sono Nis Press

' (¢ ~Robert-Kroetsch's'
latest novel
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Ski whiz and
Charlie Brown

Jackrabbit: His First Hundred
Years, compiled by Brian Powell,
Collier-Macmillan, 206 pages, $10

cloth.

| (325 West Jackson Blvd., Chi

Every Kid Can Win, by Terry Or-
lick and Cal Botterill, Nelson-Hall
01

L., 60606). 187 pages, $6.95 cloth.
By BRUCEKIDD

| FIRST BEARD Of Herman **Jackrabbit’
Smith-Johannsen When he was inter-
viewed on CBC-Radio several years
ago, and since then he has been a hero
of mine. He should be everybody’s
hero.

A Norwegian engineer who cameto
Canadain 1902 as a sdlesman for a
Cleveland manufacturing firm, Jack-
rabbit was the first to introduce skiing
-or “Norwegian snowshoeing” as It
was first called — to many pans of
Ontario, Quebec, end the northeastern
United States and his leadership in the
sport continues until the Present dai/].
Before the First World War, he taught
ttapgg_ers, prospectors, and Indians how
to ki and saved them hours of walking
in the snow. His firm went bankrupt in
the 1929 crash, S0 he took his family to
a small bush cabin in Shawbridge,
Que,, and learned to support them by
living off the land. “I dways had a deer
or maose hanging in the woodshed,”
he likes to.recount.

During the Depression Jackrabbit -
taught countless kids and adults how to
have fun in the bush inexpensvely,
making their own skis ahd SNOWShOES,
preparing and applying their own
waxes. During his lifetime he has lad
out countless trails through the Lauren-
tians. includipna the 50-kilometer
championship course used at the 1932
Winter Olympics in Lake Placid and
the famous Lachute-Hull 100-mile
marathon eourse. HE's en avid com-
petitor too and he’s personally encour-
aged thousands by his example, includ-
ing all three Canadian Olympic
Medalists: Lucite Wheeler, Anne-
Heggtveit, and Nancy Greene.

He dtill skis every day. He celebrated
his 100th biihday on June 15.

Usudly | find a collection of per-
sonal tributes t0O formal or t0O natrow
to convey the excitement of an hon-
oured person and the significance of his
or her contribution. but Jackrabbit:

f
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His First Hundred Years. a compila
tion of tributes from 50 men end
women who knew him well, provides
just the right combination of persond
anecdote and historica perspective.
What | admire most about Jackrabbit is
his zest for life and his fiercely stated
welief that skiing shouldn’t be expen-
sive — be abhors expensive equip-
ment, tows, chalets.

Far too 'many Canadians have never
discovered the joys of physical activity
that has kept Jackrabbit bursting with
energy for so long. One reason Is that
they were turned off as youngsters by a
repressive experience in organized
sports or school physical-education
classes. Orlick and Botterill's Every
Kid Con Win represerits a mgor at-
tempt to turn the tables. Both men are
physical education graduates whose re-
search in sports psychology led them to
understand the attitudes and practices
that have caused so many boys and girls
to drop out. Instead of filing theirtheses
in the library and resting on the laurels
of academic publication, Orlick and
Botteriii have boiled down this research
into an easily readable, hiihly Practical .

manual on howkids’ sports can become

more fan and meaningful. | give it an
Atplus, Here's what the authors Say:

- Itisabsurd that on the one hand we fes] that
sports are good for kids and on the other
hand we set up a system which eliminates
poorer- performers, gifls, late-maturing
boys, kids who are-not aggressive, and so.
on. , .. Just as the [east [ovable child is the

_~one who needs loving the most, the Jeast

" athletic child may need athletics the most.
The process of cutting is a vicious circle for
the one who doesn't make it

They back this up by quoting from their
Own research interviews, which show
that eliminated kids would till like to
play if given a chance. They then turn it

around and outline countless smple

Steps that eobld be taken by fathers,
mothers, coaches, teachers, and sports
league co-ordinators t0 make the sport-
.ing experience fully supportive.

Then's no reason why sport can't be
enjoyablefor all ages. as Jackrabbit's
experience would seem ‘to prove. If
Every Kid Can Win is carefully taken
to heart by the adults who control kids
sports, many more children will take
their sports participation With them into
adulthood. .

Just one sour note: distribution of -
this book in Canada has been held up
for aimost a year because it was pub-
lished in the United States. A Canadian
publisherhad the first shot at the manu-
script nearly two years ago and rejected
it out of hand. O
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The OttawaWaterway
GATESWAY TO.A CONTINENT

ROBERT LEGGET ..

‘The author of The Rideaun Waterwvay

once agsin recounts the exciting

history of a Canadian waterway.

He not only describes how for more  »
than 250 years the Ottawa has been '
used by eiplorers, missionaries,

fur traders, lumbermen, settlers,

travellers, and industry, but also

tours the |iver today, ‘pointing OUt

the scenic highlights. $15.00

The Beautiful Qld

Houses of Quebec
P. ROY WILSON ~

In 49 pencil sketches P, Réy Wilson
SNIpS away the changes Made by
time and man to present sqme Of
four most visually satisfying native
architecture . .. a tantalizing DOOK

« . 4 delightful and usefy] addition

to our knowledge Of a SUDjeCt that
has been too long neglected.’
William French, The Globe and
Mail. $12.50

prices are those suggested at time of publication

Available’at your local bookstore

Universityof Toronto
Press
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Gone are the Days
Edited by Adrlan Macdonald

A collection of essays by a group whe
call themselves tha Senior Scribes. The
authors have all had distinguished
carears in writing, leaching. architecturs,
business and library wark.

The period of life that is describad here
is the tum of the century in Southern On.
tario. The stories are about farm life, the
woman'’s place. school life, “Queer Moral
Standards’: ete. Told with enthusiasm
and exuberance. these storles give mod-
em readers a fresh look at he lives of our
forefathers.

Adrian Macdonald, the editor, des-
cribed the years before the First World
War as marvellous years to be allve. An
ara of perpetual progress.

206 pages, hard covar $7.95
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Net Worth ;
The Memories of C. E. Pickering
Dean Walker

There aren't many books about Cana-
dian businessmen. Chester Everett
Plckering shams with his readers his
eiglity-nine years of experience In busi-
ness, pollties and public life.

As an Ottawa alderman, Pickerlng be
came frustrated with political obstruction-
Ism and turned to charily drives and
“good causes". In this capacity they gave
him the O.B.E.

Plckering’s philosophy of life is: “Get.

nid of hatred and bitterness and don't 1st
apathy destroy you.” Thigis good advica
from a man who has $een mom years
and more of fife than most.

171 pages, hard cover $10.00

The Road to Medlcare in
Canada
C. Howard Shillington

‘Canada has been a forerunner In the
field of ths universal health Insurance
programmsa. Established In 1961, Medi-
care I the end result of a fifty-year strug-
gle from voluntary to government medi-
cal Insurance.

Shillington. appeinted Execufive Direc-
tor of Trans-Canada Medical Plans in
1953, has been aetlvely Involved in all
aspects of health insurance develop-
ment. He has provided a background
portrayal of the whole nature of health
and health Insuranca. In so dolng he has

given an interesting insight Into the.

changing pattern of Canada’s social
shructuse.
208 pages, hard covar $12.95
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Emest . Black

stuff
gown
and

Sllk

one I

A Stuff Gown and a Silk One
Ernest G. Slack

“We still have flowers, but them seemed
to be more of them then. The &r was full
of thelr perfuma and the odour of claver
or new mown hay In the adjacant fkids:
Seventy years ago life In Gentral Onlario
-was quite different than it Is today. Chi-
dren walking to school felt a warm, silky
day dust caressing their toes. An exten-
slve’ knowledge of home remedies was
gained by chiidran before they entersd
school. Ernest Slack captures his
memories with a humour and sensitivity
that will captivale the reader.

There Is also an informal but Informa-
tive look at the law in the past fity years
with anecdotes lhat are guaranteed to
ralse your sysbrows.

151 pages. hard cover 97.95' ~—

The Influent and the Effluent

The History of Urban Water
Supply and Sanitation
F: L. Small, P. Eng.

Mr. Small has tong deplored the lack of
published literature dealing with the his-
torlcal development of public water sup-
plles and wasle disposal facliities in
urban communities.

this book Is an attempt {0 outline, In a
brief but comprehensive manner the his-
torical development of public water sup-
plies dnd waste disposal facilltles in rela-
lion to the course of usbanization from ik
neolithic baglinnings to the present

Ten pagss of bibllography.
256 pages, hard cover $9.95

SAANNES Publications limited
Box 6209 Sin-A . Toronto M5W 1P6
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IN BRIEF

ONE OF THE great successes Of Cana-
dian publishing is Anne Hardy's guide
to the country’s restaurants from coast
to coast. The fifth edition of Where To
Ear i Canada 1975-76 (Qberon Press,
$3.95). duly revised and brought up to
date. 1S as useful and authoritative asits
predecessors. Its pronouncements may
not have the clout of France's Guide
Michelin as yet,-but the book is cer-
tainly moving quickly in that diction
and one can foresee the day when res-
taucants Will succeed or fal on its re-
commendadon. Like al good guide
books, Hardy's is scrupulously honest
(indeed, she could teach a few othersa
thing or twa on that score)} and she’s fair
but firm. She maintains, quite cor-
rectly, that there is no reasor Why any
restaurant, however remote, need serve
whipped cream fmm an aerosol can.
wrap its baked potatoes in foil, or make
sal ads with iceberg lettuce. The guide
is designed for the growing number of
Canadians who care about such things
and who ingst on good vaue for their
money.

BRIAN VINTCENT

wHEN THE Apollo-Soyuz crews ren-
dezvoused 140 miles over Germany to
symbolize U.S-Soviet détente, obser-
vers in many quarters may have been
puzzled by the atention devoted to
choosing suitable menus for the occa-
sion. But to readers of Kenneth P.
Kiskwood's The’ Diplomat at Table
(The Scarecrow Press. P.O. Box 656,
Metuchen, N.J., $10 cloth) it would
have appeared entirely natural.
Moreover, the news that the fare en-
joyed by both crews was Russian (that
Is, thet the peanut butter sandwich gave
way to the cabbage roll) might have
indicated who is geting the better of the
relationship. A surreptitious sherry (it
was during Prohibition) shared with the
First Secretary a Canada's newly
opened embassy 1N \Washington in 1928
launched Kirkwood on a distinguished
career as a diplomat. It aso began his
life-long interest (he diedin 1969) in the
connection between gastronemy and
diplomacy. After 31 years in the game,
he agreed with Wilde's Prince Paul that
brilliant diplomacy is like great salad-
making: the problem is to know how
much oil to mix with on€e's vinegar.
The blend is exactly right in this book.
As delightful as Harold Nicolson and as
entertaining as Lawrence Durrell,

T Ty

Kirkwood serves up a collation of
anecdotes, comments, and quotations
about diplomacy fmm the ancient
Greeks to the Kennedys in support of a
thesis he calls “dietetic materialism.”
Yet a question may strike the happy
readers of this diverting volume by one
of Canada’'s few scholar-diplomats:
Why didn’t it find a Canadian pub-
lisher?

GUY STANLEY

GEORGE STEINER was the CBC's Mas-
Sey Lecturer last fall, and the text of his
five brilliant lectures is now available
as the CBC publication, Nestalgia for
the Absolute. ($2 paper). Steiner’s
theme, which recurs throughout his
writings (not to mention those of
Nietzsche and Camus, from whom
Steiner’s title is an unacknowledged
loan) is Smple: le Dieu est mort, vive
les Dieux -specifically, Marx, Freud,
and Levi-Strauss, whose work Steiner
sees as surrogates for traditional relig-
ion or ‘‘metatheologies,” notwith-
danding their clams t%lr empirica va-
idlity. For, as with the ““thought"* of our
various butterbal mystics fmm  India
and the cults of UFO watchers, dl the
trappings of organized religion are
there: organized mythologies, clams
for totality, original disciples and apos-
tates, idioms, emblems. metaphors,
and so on. Unfortunately, the book
does not print the broadcast verbal re-
joiners t0 Steiner, which included a
%ascinating interview with Levi-Strauss
long-distance from Paris; still,
Steiner’s wide-ranging views are im-
portant and wittily presented in these
short chapters, which for al their brev-
ity are MOdels of true interdisciplinary
scholarship.

GRAHAM FORST

IT’s narrenen. A Catcher in the Rye
for the 1970s. The Jesus Boy by R. L.
Gordon (Fitzhenry & Whiteside, $8.95
cloth) is a funny, macabre, and tragic
account of an adolescent boy’s search
for independence; love, and meaning.
Like Holden Caulfield, he's an outcast.
He's dso a believable kid. Trapped by
an invalid, demanding mother (Do
you mind spending tﬁe evening with
your mother?""), he stays, but not with-
out wanting to shout: “Of course |
minded you stupid old bat ... Do you
imagine anyone In his right mind would
want to spend an evening with you?’
He smokes, swears, drinks. has sexua
fantasies — experiments with al the
adult “vices” He leaves home after he
has — or thinks he has — killed his
mother. He remains a 1eal characier,
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We're

and now...

from those wonderful
people who brought you
the maple leaf and

the beaver...

national symbaol:,

Canadian books are a much-
neglected national resaurge —
especially in the educational com-
munity. We'd like fo change that

unique marketing servige from
Canadian publishers. We sepresent
26 independent, Canadian-owned
publishing-houses, and this gives
us what is probably the best selee-
tion of Canadian books available
anywhere. In almost any subject
We provide a central information
source and ordering point for these
books. and we’d like ta tell you
about them. Contact us. We'll send
you a subject lii

Books far Ganadian Education

56 The Esplanade East, Suite 492,
Toronto, Ontario MSE 1A8

brand-new

Tho Trouble With Go-ops  Dusss/Gesa Fw
ATYYOOD A I

Canadahooks, a new and
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but at that point he also becomes a
Mankind (Kidkind?) figure, sur-
rounded by symbolic types. Darren
Bartlett, proprietor of a hotel/brothel
(**My contribution’to the world isasin
offering”); Anna, representative of
earthly love; Miss Truscott, direetor Of
. the Far Horizons Home for the Aged, a
sort of spirit guide; and Bobby Garri-
son, a profiteering evangdist who of-
fers him, as the Jesus Boy, life, mean-
ing, and finally death. All of these
symbolic figures have idiosyncrasies;:
touches of humanity that lift them and
the book as a whole out of the realm of
the purely schematic. And many of the
cameo characters are delightful.
Gordon's structure is sound without
being obtrusive. His descriptive phras-
ing is excellent, as is his ear for
dialogue.

JEAN E. MELUSKY

i At e
Open Letter, Second and Thir

Series (1971-75), edited by Frank

Davey, Coach House Press, quar-

terly, annual subscription $7.25.

By LINDA SANDLBR

THE MosT remarkable thing about
Open Letter is that it has catapulted
from its mimeographed phase of
guerilla warfare into the establishment
without losing any of its original mili-
tancy. Frank Davey founded Open Let-
ter, an exiled son of Vancouver’ sTish,
in Victoriain the mid-1960s. When he

DISCOVERY
OF BANGLADESH

By Stephen Gill

A Book You Always Wanted to Read:
Hard cover, 19 beautlful itlustrations,
price $8.00
LIFE'S VAGARIES ({fourteen shori siories)

By Stephen Gill, price $2.50, paper

“He is sensitive, alert and subtle® (Books in

Canada)

“the episodes hold one’s interest and remain*
in the mind”* (The Ottawa Citizen)

You will get this book free If you add fifty
cents with YOUI order of DISCOVERY OF
BANGLADESH:

Vesta Publications, P.O. Box 1641,
Comwall, Ontario, Canada K6H 5V6 .

34 Books |n Canada, September, 1075

accepted ateaching post at York Uni-
versity in 1970, Open Letter came with
him. Although it's now published in an
impeccably .elegant format by Coach
House Press. and has been subsidized
by the Canada Council and the Ontario
Arts Council since the fall of 1974,
Open Letter remains an impressive and
vigilant champion of West Coast
post-modernism. George Bowering,
Steve McCaffery, bp Nichol, Fred Wah
(and until recently; Victor Coleman
and Stan Persky) form the body of eon-
tributing editors. Like a revolutionary
sect in exile. Open Letter is closed tn
dissenters. but for all proponents of rad-
ical aesthetics it provides an open
Forum for debate, rebuttal, and
counter-assaullt.

Even for a critical quarterly, Opér
Letter is extraordinarily independent of
an audience. One thousand copies are
printed for libraries and initiates, but it
remains something of an open secret —
partly because it favours American-
influenced writers in the nationdl-
ist, tradition-oriented Bast, and partly
because it has the reputation of being
the magazine that nobody reads. It
doesn't sit on the-periodical shelves
of the University of Toronto's Robarts
Library, and no one seems to have
asked for it. Many of its articles aré
written in termented, jargon-ridden
prose; other contributions take the form
of minute, minimal scrawls across the
void of a page. And yet, and yet —
Open Letter is, perhaps the most fas-
cinating critical quarterly we have. It's
the only one that consistently reviews
and assimilates new ideas about art and
communication: Richard Kostelanetz
cuts through the trappings and briars of
modernism to the poets who are re-
shaping our perceptions (2/7); Ledie
Mundwiler explores recent theories
about art as away of knowing the world
(2/5), as the enactment of existential
truths (2/3), or in the novels of Miguel
Asturias, as the voice of the people

(2/8). And it'sarare quarterly that pays

as much attention to the forms and
techniques of writing as Open Letter
does. Bach issue coalesces roughly
around a central theme: “Politics and
Poetry,” “Olson and Others,” “Nar-
rative,” “‘Refinding the Laguage,”’
“Down With History,” “Reductive
Aesthetics,” and so on. The titles are a
Fair index of its range and characterigtic;
concerns, but let's see how they work
in action. The spring, 1974, issue(2/4)
is titled “Kinetic Mythology.” The old
“mythy™ poets like Jay MacPherson,
Davey says elsewhen, write according
to prescribed formulas; they retreat

from the modem world into the austere
disciplines of tradition. The new ones
like Gwen MacEwen, Frank Davey,
and Eli Mandel find mythology in their
own environment. Davey’s opening
essay on Gwen MacEwen applies this
idea, showing how in her best work,
myth is expressed in the action of the
story, not superimposed on it. Like
most of Davey's criticism, this is not
only partisan but also perceptive and
accurate. Margaret Atwood contributes
a superb essay on John Newlove,
whom she portrays as a poet cornered in
a hostile world. His despair, she notes,
is vintage Canadian despair. George
Bowering follows close on her tail with
his response to Atwood's respond
to Newlove, offering a counter-
mythology written in the non-style that
apparently records the movement of his
mind. He also gives a brief impression
of Robert Duncan-the American father
and mentor of the West Coast school
(see Bowering’s Curious. Coach
House Press, 1973). David McFadden

tics things up with a poem about Bow-

ering. So far, Open Letter might seem
to be what its critics say: incestuous,
self-reflecting, and of limited interest
~-— adead letter, as John Robert Col-
umbo would have it.
If that was true, you wouldn’t find
Michele Lalonde, tbe Quebec poet. dis-
mpting the cirenit with hi proclama-
tion thatwriting is a social act; that the
writer must break out of the small
magazine circuit and get into circula-
tion by addressing the people in their
own language. In Lalonde’s terms, the
Open Letter crew would be €litist pro-
ponents Of a“seco:idary culture,” sus.
tained by the state and parasitic on
popular culture. His manifesto is the
text of an address to the Quebec Writers
Conference of 1971, one of several that
Davey has published. Who dse in
English Canada would be as willing?

Open Letter, in Fact, is asclose to the
Roman forum as the print&book can
get; even the graphics and reviews are
part of an internal dynamic. The con-
cept of the open letter was probably
borrowed from Charles Olson. who
popularlized the view of poetry as a
collaboration between writer and
reader. The reader then, even the critic;
is not the privileged observer of aself-
contained artwork, she is the poet's
correspondent.

This takes us back to where it all
began, in Vancouver in 1961, when a
group of unknown and wildly unor-

thodox poets (Davey, Bowering,

Lionel Kearns, Fred Wah) Founded a
mimeographed newsletter called Tish
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— a meeting place for their lives, as
one Tish historian diagnosed. And dur-
ing the 18 months that the first founders
remained. Tish testified to the influ-
ence of the American Black Mountain-
eers - Robert Duncan, Robert
Creeley, and Charles Olson — and
documented the emergence of the West
Coasters. Open Letter is the son of
Tish. the son who ok a Canadian
turning without renouncing his origins.

In 1973, Press Poreépic published
From There to Here, Davey’s sharply
defined analysis of English Canadian
writing since the 1960s. The book is
Davey's answer t0 Margaret Atwwod's
Survival. and the best account of
post-modernism available, by someone
who was there at the mot. Atwood
defines Canadianism in thematic terms;
her territory is the literal and p%chic
wilderness. Davey defines Cana-
dianism by its distinctive literary
forms; his field is technology’s global
village. He argues that the 1960s rep-
resent a break with the past and a shift
in man’s relationship to the cosmos; he
gives preference to writers who 'have
responded to the challenge of the elec-
tronic environment by experimenting
with language and forms to find ways
of expressing the altered redlities of
their world. From There to Here is a
book worth having, for its insights,
angles, and data (sometimes inaccu-
rate). And the notion of the artist as a
front-line researcher says something
essential about Open Letter and* its
editor. Here is the conviction that
drives Davey:

Before the Fir World War hit the
West, Ezra Pound declared war on bad
art. The serious artist, he said, was en-
gaged in the science of communication.
In the spring, 1973, Open Letter, Steve
McCaffery and bp Nicholpublished the
second manifesto (they'd lost the firs)
of the Toronto Research Gmup (2/4), a
variable gmup of practising artists en-
gaged in explorgr&g and formulating d-
ternatives to traditiona techniques of
trandation and narrative (,verbal,
linear, cinematic). In the first of a con-
tinuing series of TRG Reports we see
the minimalist sensihilities of MeCaf-
fery and Nichel at work- what we see
is the concrete poet’s horror at the stark
void of tke white page, and the
narrator’s childlike grappling with the
first principles of communication.
Later reports by other hands explore the
physical [aws of the book and expose
the static relationshio traditional narra-
tive imposes on writer and reader. One
of the most articulate (by Davey™)
poses the idea that given the ratie of

readers (o writers, the reader’s role iS
the significant one; if you write a novel
you need a discontinuous.non-narrative
prose that involves the reader (2/9).
The -recént iSsue dissects the iconic,
non-narrative art of the comic strip
(32). _

Nothing here is new, but God and
McLuhan KnOw that these ideas aren’t
current. If the Davey group proceeds as
though MecLuhan hadn't been and gone

. on Madison Avenue, that's because he

hasn't-for most eritics and writers of
Canadlian literature. And if most Open
Letter agesthetics are more interesting
than the writing that ilfustrates the
theories, as Barry Alpert says (3/2) —
well, “Picasso said wé do something
first & then someone comes along &
does it pretty,” (2/8) as Bowering says
Gertrude Stein says Picasso said. O

- SCRIPT
& FILM

By DOUG FETHERLING

THE CURIOUS THING about Russian
Roulette, the American film starring
George Segal, is that it's much mom
redigtically Canadian than Tom Ar-
dies Kosygin Is Coming, the Canadian
novel on which it's based. In this re-

ct it may very well be unigue. On
those infrequent occasions in the past
when Americans made films from
Canadian -books, they- tended tO de-

. Canadianize them dragticdly if nor en-

tirely. For example, Rachel, Rachel,
which was based on Margaret
- Laurence’s A Jest of 'God, shifted the
story from Manitoba to Maine rather
unaccountably. Similarly, when
Americans shoot films in Canada for
financial reasons they mom often than
not deCanadianize the location tO re-
semble the U.S. as much as possible;
and of course American movies of the
past (Rose Marie, Saskatchewan, and
So on) were notorious for making
Canada and Canadians seem al rather
British.
l Russian Roulette is interesting for
ossing these precedents aside. Here we
have a U.S. film made in Vancouver
and dearly labelling itself as such.
Here we have Segdl as an RCMP officer
who behaves and-speaks more like a
Canadian than an American or a Briton.

Thisisin contrast with the origina -
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What is woman's place in Canada's

“vertical moszic’™? Eighteen women.
examine their work experience—

solutions-in a collection of essays
edited by Gwen Matheson.

ol

WOMEN in Canada’s history
Gwen Matheson, V.E. Lang
Kay Macpherson, Meg: Sears.
Deborah Gorham -

WOMEN as farm wives

Norma Taylor.

YWOMEN in the Isbour movement .
Grace Hartman. =~

WOMEN in the educationa system
Jill Vickers, Fiona Nelson.
WOMEN in polities
Rosemary Brown.
WOMEN in the arts .
Margaret Atwood, Maryon Kantaroff.
YWOMBN immigrants
Gloria Montero, Ana Alberro.
WOMEN in the church
Cecelia Wallace
WOMEN in Quebec
Caroline Pestieau
WOMEN in women’s studies
Frances Wilson

WOMEN |n the feminist movement '
Lynne Teather -

mi

$12.00 hardcover; $5.95 paperback
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book, in which the characters ntajor
and minor speak and think like Eng-
lishmen, calling one another “bloke”
and, in one instance, even resorting to
*“blimey."’ In the film version much of
this nonsense is toned down. If any-
thégg’ the Canadianness iS exagger-

While the credits attribute the
screenplay to Ardies himsdf, Stanley
Mann, and Arnold Margolin, itis
difficult to determine how accurate an
indication this is of who did the writing,
since credit is frequently called for by
contract when there is little or ho basis
for such eredit in fact. Whatever the
true proportions of the collaboration in
this case, one thing is certain: the script
is just whet an adapted Screenplay
should be-a much-improved version
of the book. Indeed, Russian Roulette
iSless amere adaotatl on of Ardie’s

Soviet Premier Alexei Ko

1974 thriller than it is aval uabl e rewrite
of it in a different medium. Few writers
(let done Canadian ones) ever have
such an opportunity ‘for correctinig thelr
mistakes; Ardies, with however much
help from Mann and Margolin, has
made the best of il.

The plot hasits factual basisin the
gin’s trou-
bled tour of Canada in 1970. The story,
in brief, is that of Gorporal Timothy
Shaver. After 15 years with the RCMP
he’s been’ suspended for sulking his
commanding officer. Shortly before
Kosygin is due in Vancouver, he's con-
tacted by a man’named Petapiece, an
officer of the Speciad Branch (which
even then was actually called the Sec-
writy. Service). Petapiece wants Shaver
to’kidnap & man named Henke, an East
European troublemaker the Russians
want safely.out of the way until the visit,

is over. Petapiece makes clear that if
, the mission Is completed successfully
heW|IIput|nthef|XW|thth force so
that Shaver will be reinstat

Two days before the visit Shaver dis-
covers that a pagty or parties unknown
have already Kidnapped Henke or pos-
Sbly murdered him and disposed of the
body. Rather than report this and render
his dismissal a foregone eonclusien, he
decides to try to rekidnap Henke him-
self in the 48 hours remaining. In the
course of this attempt, he kills a syndi-
cate torpedo from Detroit hired to get
the Mountie out.of the way. L ater he
learns that Henke isin fact an employee

of the CIA.

The conspiracy unfolds something
like this: some. membersof the KGB,
fearful of détente between the Soviets
and the Americans of which this Cana-
dian tour iSan.early Step, are planning

B CANADA’S HISTORY_

CANADA’S FIGHTING SHIPS by X. R. MacPherson

Pre-Confederation

CANADA INVADED:1775-76 by George F.G. Stanley
The American invasion of Canada during the War of
Independence. Many llustrations and maps. $10.95

Post-Confederation/ 19th Century

THE LAST WAR DRUM: The North West Campaign
of 1885 by Desmond Morton. The well illustrated
story of the second Riel Rebellion - Canada’ s first

war. $1095

MAY OR HOWLAND by Desmond Morton

From the beginnings of the Canadian Navy to the,
most modern vessels. Text, 75 large photographs,
plus technical data in tabular form. §15.95 Oct.75

!

Second World War !

BROADCAST FROM THE FRONT by A.E. Powley
From the Blitz to Dieppe, Sicily, Italy and Northern
Europe, the Overseas unit of the CBC made radio

history, broadcasting reports and the sounds of
war to the homefmnt. Thisisthe story of these

At the time of the second Riel Rebellion, Toronto had

a reform mayor who brought in the “blue laws™ to "
make the city “ Toronto the Good”.| S2.95 paper;

$7.00 cloth
Confederation to the present

men and the Canadian troops they followed. $10.95

P B =t ——— .

CANADA SINCE 1867A Blbllographlcal Gwde
ed. J. L. Granatstein and Paul Stevens
Over 2,000 entries!

A must for students and

resear chers. $3.50 paper; $6.95 cloth

VALIANT MEN ed. John Swetfenham. Canada s

Victoria Cross and George Cross winners represented “
each with a description and illustration. S14.95

THE CANADIAN GENERAL by Desmond Morton
Often called the “ Father of the Canadian Army", Sir
Wiiiam Otter was born in a log house in the Huron Tract
in 1842 and his career spans the period from
Confederation to post World War L. Fascinating history
of an important period in Canada's development.

$14.95

CANADA'’S NURSING SISTERS by G. W.L. Nicholson
The firgt history of the nurses of the Canadian Armed
Forces fmm the Riet Rebellion, the Boer War, WWI,
WWII, Korea to the tri-service nurses of today:.

Text, 75 photographs. $12.95 Oct.75
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Political History

ENTERPRISE &NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

ed. Glenn Porterand Robert Cuff Important essays
in Canadien business and economic history.
$3.50 paper; $9.95 cloth !

CANADIAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS IN WARTIME
ed, J.L.‘Granatstein and Robert Quff The whys and

wherefores of Canada’s growing economic connection
with the US. $12.95

NDP: The Dream of Power by Desmond Morton
Unique in North America, Canada’s socialist party’s
beginnings, growth and trials are traced into the

1970‘3 —$3.95 paper;§7.95 cloth

e SAMUEL STEVENS

HAKKERT & COMPANY
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to assassinate Kosygin themsalves; it's
they who are holding Henke, whom
they intend to make into a human bomb
and drop from a helicopter onto, the
official motorcade; the reasoning is that
the two superpowers will plunge back
into Cold War once a CIA man — one
the Canadians have been asked to im-
mobilize — kills the Russian leader on
Canadian soil with Canadian aid or at
least through Canadianincompetence.

Shaver, acting alone, learng all this.
At the very last moment, he shoot.5
down the helicopter and killsits pas-
senger before anyone can detonate. the
explosives. This follows agun battle on
. the oxydized copper mof of the Hotel
Vancouver. These are the story de-
ments common to both the book and the
film. The discrepanciesin the two en-
tertainments provide an unusua oppor-
tunity for examining the differences be-
tween Hollywood's idea of Canada and
Canada's idea of Hollywood.

Ardies, who is a practised thriller
writer, makes a number of concessions
to the genre’ s traditions. One of the
laws of the thriller is that the author
must have enough inside information
about various specialized occupations
and situations to make them believable
to his render but, not enough to contra-
dict the reader’ s preconceived ideas.
For instance, Shaver at one point when
he’s on Henke's trail (the scene is
dropped in the film) poses as a news-

aperman and carries on about the pro-
fession with a bus driver. The view he

I T e T T T I - el SR R -
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gives iSall wrong. The driver doesn’t
know this of course and neither does the
reader. But Ardies himself must know,.
since he's a former Vancouver Sun
reporter.

Similaily, the novel, as already men-
tioned, contains some of the most Brit-
ish prose since P. G. Wodehouse. Y et
Shaver himself sometimes breaks from
talking like a music-hall performer in
order to. speak like a flippant; dangy

American private detective. When he's

forcing information qut of the hit man-
on a bridge’ above the Fraser River (a*
scene recorded in the film aswell as in

the novel) he tells the man to “fink or
swim.’’ It’s like something Lew Archer
or Philip Marlowe would say. Coming

from a Mountie, who should talk more

like a bureaucrat than a baseball.
player, it sounds wrong. The thriller is
an American invention and remains an

American-dominated form, and Ardies
gas along with these facts.

It’'s as though Ardies had his eye on a
U.S. movie sde all along, If S0, this
explains why his characters are so
British, because in the past Hollywood
has usually liked its English-speaking
Canadians to be that way. In this case,
however, Hollywood has come nearer
tbe truth than before by discarding all
the come-ons, or most of them, while
concentrating, perhaps too much, on
true-to-life Canadiana. There are sev-

eral close shots of beer bottles that em-
phasire the funny labels on the B.C. ™
brands. Another shot shows Shaver |’
jimmying alock with a Chargex card: .

rather than with one of the American
credit cards.

The film is directed by Lou Lom-
barde, Who was formerly Robert
Altman’s editor, As a claimto fame,
this is akin to havingbeen Premier Bill
Davis charisma teacher.” Lombardo,
however, together with his screen-
writers, has made great improvements
on the origina material. They have
tightened up the action, which'in the
book moves dowly till the fina chap-
ters. They have discarded many super-
fluous characters and situations. They
have changed the comy ending of the
book wherein Shaver and his RCMP
girlfriend decide to get married. What
he, or they, have made in fact is not

only a better movie than the book is a *

book but also a hybrid film that is half
Canadian andhalf American.’

The film lacks the glossi ness that .

would have attached itsdlf to an Ameri-
can thriller shot in the States. But be-
cause it apparently used Canadians be-
hiitd the seenes, It displays one of the
great strengths of Canadian film: the
ability to capture the essence of a geo-
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graphica place in an almost-impres-
stonistic manner. The city Of Vancou-
ver in Lombardo’s film (like tbe city of
Montrea in The Pyx) looks absolutely
true tO itself. Taking in the cinematog-
raphy one says to oneself, yes. that's
exactly the way Vancouver feds and
amlls; that's precisely the amount of
space things have mound them out
them in the winter. This holds true
mainly ‘for the scenes of the city itself
but it also applies to scenes shot a
Grouse Mountain (which do not occur
in the book).

More importantly, the flim is pleas-
ing to the sensibilities of both nations
because of the way it depicts cops. The
RCMP shown here are sufficiently cor-
rupt to ring true to the American
audience's view of cops everywhere,
yet wholesome and clean-cut enough to
dlow Canadians to retain their naive
pride in their own federd ﬁolice. If the
film shows times to have changed at dll
in pelice circles, it's American time
and not Canadian. In the film, the fei-
low who has come from Detroit to
bump off Shaver is a hit man, nothing
more, nothing less. In the book, how-
ever, thii character too has CIA con-
nections. Perhaps when the film was
beingi planned, it was thought this angle
would have been too much for the
Americans to swallow, but it's not too
much now. Canadians of course ill
believe such things don’t happen on
Canadian soil no matter who is behind
them. The Canadianness of this film
has won out. O

ment of Canada is blowing a cool mill-

ion bucks on cne book? As a present for

the Americans, yet. Wags are saying it

will bea single-cwﬁ_ediﬁon, printedon
I

|atinum, for the White House library.’

own through the ages successive
U.S. Presidents will be able to peruse
its metallic contents whenever their
thoughts turn fitfully fo the ever-so-
friendly neighbour to the north. And
this federal largesse in a foreign field a
a time when the Canadian publishing
industry is trying to nickel-and-dime its
way toward solvency.

Well, we — and possibly you —
heard wrong. It is true that Canada is
spending $1 million on a book as a gift
to the United States on the occasion of
that country’s bicentennial. However,
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owing tq a dim-witted public-relations
policy, the project has been cloaked in
semi-secrecy ahd the little information
that has seeped out has been gleefully
misinterpreted. (When-will bureaucrats
learn that their enduring contempt for

the public’'s right to know invariably

backfires?) Anyway, here are the actua
detals.. . L

The book, tentatively titled Between
Ourselves. IS being prengred bv_the Na-
tional Film Board’s still-photography
division under the direction of Lorraine
Monk. The theme is the common bor-
der between Canada and the U.S. —
not just the border running from the
Atlantic to the Pacific but alse the one
between British Columbia and Alaska.

" The book will consist of some 240

full-colour photographs by 32 Cana
dian photographers. A special edition
of 20,000 copies will be presented to
congressmen. parliamentarians, and
libraries on both countries.’ A standard
edition will be available to the public
through a commercia publisher.

Of course, you can't judge a book by
its advance coverage — good or bad.
Between Ourselves May tum out to be
tbe biggest bomb since the one that
burst in air, illeminating that -star-
spangled banner in the dawn’s early
light. On the other hand, this is the
same NFB group that gave us the excel-
lent centennial volume, A Year of the
Land. And independent eritics who
have. seen eatly pmoofs of the new book
report that it is superb. Indeed, the NFB
IS reasonably certain the book will be-
come .a commercia best seller and

%, hence the full costs, one half of which
‘| are to be spent on printing, will be re-
» covered in a few years.

If that iS the case; this particular gift

% book Will be both a worthwhile invest-

ment and a first-class advertisement for
Canada's quality-book industry. It's
just a pity that somebody didn’t write a
better foreword for the taxpayers.

® * ¥

ABELATED note Of thanks to the Ontario
Arts Council, which not only renewed
our regular grant but contributed
$1,000 toward the costs of our special
issue on women four months ago. The
OAC is celebrating its 10th anniversary
this year. It has been a model agency of
its kind, ignoring narrow territorial
limitations and cheerfully fostering
enterprises (such as ours? with cultural
implications that extend far beyond the
provincia boundaries. Other “have’
provinces please note.

CanWitNo3

nere's The OpENiNg paragraph of a first
novel soon to be published by MeClar-
kan & Newspider:

It was raining in Samnia but they were in
Toronto st the time. Roger stood on the

balcony, gazing otit across the harbour at

the wrd-brown sweil of the fake. It re-
. minded him of bad harvests and the mur-

mur of Gregorian chants. Beside him, Syl-

via shivered. “§ have something to fell
"you,”” she said.

Unfortunately, the novel dlill lacks a
concluding paragraph. A book prize
will be awarded for the best entry. The
maximum length is 75 words. Address:
CanWit NO. 3, Books in Canada, 501
Yonge Street, Spite 23, Toronto
M4Y 1Y4.

RESULTS OF CANWIT no. 1

Readers were asked to provide recipes
for any well-known figure or character
in Canadian literature. Most Of tbe en-
tries had a digtinctly sour taste. Some,
indeed, were to0 unpalatable to print.
The winner is.Ren Robinson of Win-
nipeg. He receives a copy of the
award-winning art book John Fitlion
by Dorothy Cameron and John Reeves
(Martlet Press, $19.50) for the three
following  concoctions:

Roberison Davies: Toke one stinging snow
ball. Toss through &n are, while disturbing
one Jung manffancy. Wove your hands
magically over the earth®s bowl until he
can't bear it. Add a Magnus of champage.
Serve as atrilogy. -

Jack McClelland: Take one raddish-red,
white-topped book publisher. Bungle with
alarge fork, adding alternale Jayers of gov-
emment money and covers resembling
boiled cabbage. Simmerunl well stewed.

Anne of Green Gables: Marinate one Mari-
time girl in & situation of Polly-unsaturated
com oil with island spices. Add a pinch of
courage and serve with B langh. Gamish
with pig tales.
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Tha “ ustmltmglallsaasun
in the history uf Canadian ‘publishing

 Coming Sovn to vour neighbourhood
- buvkstore, titles by:

ROBERTSONDAVI ES  XCHARIAN ENGEL X¢
RICHARD ROHMER 3¢  DAVID WILLIAMS 24 PIERRE

BERTON 3% MORTON SHULMAN X FARLEY -'
MOVIAT < PETER €. NEWMAN 2% IRVING LAYTON 4%

ROLOFF BENY 3¢ GEORGE WOODCOCK 2% GORDON
SI NCLAI R 3¢ LORRAINE NONK 3¢

WLLI AM KURELEK 4% ANDY RUSSELL

Before read| ng .PLEASE ?ENNI?OI\’\/IIEHZOOKSINCANADA FOR
any  of them, ‘| onloses chequator 3501 Blimec
eal s
W PoStEl QO ...

Make hquspybl e to:

(for only §9.95 @ year)  {Cohiomss e sor s s wav v
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ropmg up In September!

From poetry to politics, from the east to the west,
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a thriving selection of books for September

EXODUS UK.

Richard Rohmer

From the bestselling author of
Ultimatum and Exxonemtion,
another blockbuster, full of
international intrigue and
lobal tension.

10.00

WILL GORDON SINCLAIR
PLEASE SIT DOWN

Gordon  Sinclair

Outspoken, controversial and
entertaining, Canada’s garru-
lous veteran of the media
reminisces about people and
places he's known, hated and
loved around the world and
back again.

$8.95

THE DARKENING FIRE
Selected Poems, 1945-1968
Irving Layton

Introduction: Wynn Francis
Fired with the artistry and
energy of a truly great poetic
soul, here is the revised best of
Layton to 1968.

An invaluable companion to
The Unwavering Eye. *
$8.95¢cl. $4.95pa. -

WESTERN SHORES
Canada's Pacific Coast

Ted Spiegel

In one of the most $pectacu-
larly beautiful books of the
season, photographer-author
Ted Spiegel explores the magic
and majesty of British Cofum-
Ma's Iwaters, forests, cities and
peopie.

$22.50

HOLLYWOOD’S CANADA
The Americanization of the
National Image

Pierre Berton

For seven decades the moguls
and the movies they made al-
most convinced us (and the
world) that Canada was indeed
a land of ice, snow, Mounties,
mountains, and even the odd
Texas Ranger. Huge history,
huge entertainment, from the
author of The Last Spike and
The National Dream.

$13.95

THE SNOW WALKER

Farley Mowat

Only the author of The Des-
perate People end People of
the Deer could write The Snow
Walker. Only Farley Mowat can
can weave the timeless magic,
mystery and aventure of life
with the Canadian Eskimo. A
major new book from the
author of A Whale for the
Killing.

$8.95

PERSIA

Bridge of Turquoise

Roloff Beny

Commissioned by Her Imperial
Majesty, The Empress Farah
Pahlavi, this magnificent vol-
ume captures the country
through its seasons in the
classic portraits of an inter-
nationally acclaimed
photographer.

$4500

THE LIGHTHOUSE

Dudley Witney

From Newfoundland to Key
West, more than 300 photo-
graphs-better than half in
full-colour-evoke the drama,
romantic history, and unique
architecture of structures that

uide men end ships on the sea.

27.50

VIRGINS AND VAMPIRES
Joe Rosenblatt

lllustrated by the Author
Poet/artist Joe Rosenblatt's
poems and drawings alternate
between the refreshingly nasty,
the hauntingly prophetic, the
lighthearted and the down-
right funny.

$4.59

MAKING A KILLING
Ernest Regehr
Canada-international peace-
keeper or war-prospering
supplier of arms? An alarming
book, that examines Canada
as an armaments salesman to
the world and the origins of
that role.

$2.95 pa.

LUTIAPIK

The Little One Who Cares
Betty Lee

The incredible story of a
modern day nurse in Arctic

Canada whose warmth and tire-

less courage are pitted against
shocking conditions that
scream out for change.
$10.00

McClelland &Stewart
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