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MAKING IT WITH ANOLD PRO

ONE DAMN THIN
. AFTER ANOTHER

HUGH GARNER
MeGraw-Hill[Ryerson
" cloth $6.95; 293

reviewed by Howard Engel

HUGH GARNER I8 an institution.
You can’t wiite about him with the
same ink you use for others. He
breathes an air of his own, and he
drinks from a special hottle that is not
stocked at my Liguor store. The
appearance of his autobiography pre-
sents an excellent excuse to crow
about his career and to look closely at
the elements that make it up.

First of alf, it has to be said that the
present book is in many ways unsatis-
fying. He has set the scene, sketched in
the time and the place, and given us an
inventory of his life: 50 many days, so
many books, all important, all neces-
sary and in order, but imperfect. The
stage is set for the star to enter. We are
titillated, expectant, and in the end dis-
appointed because we will have to wait
for another, more nearly perfect book.
There is more to the trick than know-
ing how it is done. _

The difficulty is in the book’s
origins, It began as notes to help the
promotion department at McGraw-
Hill set the record straight about the
writer's tangled publishing history.
Now incorporated into the autobiogra-
phy, they give it an unsatisfying tex-
ture. The journalist’s who, what, and
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whese are there, but the why is often
missing. The facts, just the facts,
ma'am, fail to illuminate the writer
from within. Another part of the
book, a more successful aspect, is the
memoir of his Spanish War adventures
recalled on a retucn visit 22 years later
and written originally then for Star
Weekly., This three-part section has a
richer texture, more reflection, more

insight than much of the rest, which is_

cobbled together: with eight pages of
pictures, a fine bibliography and no
index. This is carping, perhaps, but
Garner deserves befter at Garner's
hands. Let Owe Damn Thing After
Another be treated as an approach to

autobiography, to be followed by °

other, deeper memoirs, each coming
closer to the real man. For 293 pages
isn’t enough to encompass a Garner. In
all the varied characters he has createq,
from the corvette crew of Storin Be-
low to the schoolmarm tourists in
Violation of the Virgins, he hasn’t hit
upon as interesting or as reticent a
character as Garner in the flesh. '

In the autobiography we can find
material for drawing our own picture
of the writer. Certain things have to be
said. He is a phenomenon, a pro-
fessional in a sea of amateurs, one of
the few Canadian writers of his genera-
tion to produce a body of work. At
60, he can look back on 15 published
books, short stories in 75 anthologies,
and 436 pieces of occasional
journalism. There is hardly another
wiriter in the country who can match
that volume. As for quality, his best is
very good indeed. Silence on the Shore
and Cabbagetown, respectively his best
and his best-selling books, have stood
up over the years and are an important
part of the country’s finest fiction. In
the reaim of short-story writing,
Gamner has few peers. He is no
Dostoevsky, much more of a Dos
Passos. He is perhaps the least intellec-
tual of Canadian writers of his genera-
tion but the most intuitive. His forte is
not reflection but heightened observa-
tion. He is a master of the senses. He
can put you anywhere and make you
look at the sole of your shoe it’s so real.

Behind every page of Garner lies
the strict morality of the transplanted
Yorkshire Protestant who grew up
amid the rundown houses and room-
ing-house curtains of -Cabbagetown,
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the genteel ghetio, “the largest Anglo-
Saxon slum in North America”. In
Cabbagetown, when the hero discovers

that his old flame has become a prosti- -

tute, his disapproval comes from a
moral not a socio-political base. A
more blatant example occurs in
Present Reckoning. The moment Carol
jumps into bed with her lover, break-
ing her wedding vows for the fist
time, the baby, left unattended at

home, suffocates in his crib. Moral .

values have changed, and it is well to
remerbber that at the time this was
written Hollywood’s Hayes Office
kept alive the myth that married
Americans slept in twin beds.

While some aspects of Present Rec-
konings have dated, the book, which
no one would argue was one of his

best, still gives a picture of this country
returning to civvy street after the war..

Storm Below was the first novel about
the Canadian navy, and stands along
with Twrvey and a small handful of
books, including James Benson
Nablo’s unjustly neglected Ihe Long
November, “which vividly showed
Canada in World War IL. . .
But it is not on his war novels that

his reputation rests. Ask anyone and

you will be told that Garner is the
poet of the city, and the city is
Toronto. There is a great deal of non-
sense prattled about Gamer, and this is
typical of it. Garner may himself re-
present the Anglo-Saxon slums of
Toronto grown articulate, but as sub-
ject matter, Callaghan got there first;
and a fast look at Gamer’s biblio-
graphy shows that he gets around:
Storm Below-takes place in the North
Atlantic and in St. John’s; “The
Magnet”, ont of those much-antholo-
gized stories, is sef in northern Alberta
“One Mile of Ice” is laid in the
Restigouche River country of New
Brunswick, just as Vancouver Island is
the setting of “The Moose and the
Sparrow™. The “Violation of the Vir-
gins” occurred in Mexico, and there
are Paris and Spanish stories too. That
his greatest success has been in show-
ing characters against a setting of
Toronto streets is often made to look
as though he never treated any subject
outside Toronto™s city limits. But the
triumph. of Garner’s Cabbagetown
stands. His genteel English stums rival
Callaghan’s dark Irish ghetto.

- e R e e W

Garner’s people tell something about
the writer. They stand out from the
background as individuals; he never as
far as I can remember treats humanity
in the abstract. He never speaks about
“the masses”, “society”, or any other
intellectual figment. He has a senti-
mental side. He likes bums, cops
whores, desk clerks, waitresses, bar-
tenders and drunks who come out of
the woodwork when the sun goes down.
He has always been partial to beat-up
newspapernien, has-been writers trying
to crawl out of a gin bottle. And if he
didg’t invent the whore with a heart
of gold, he has given her rump a
patronizing pat.

Every novelist is accused of being a
charaéter in his own books. So what
else is new? Garner has done most of
the things he writes about. He lost his
innocence in the same place Cabbage- °
town’s Ken Tilling did, a place now
marked by a cement monument called
the Don Valley Parkway. He writes
about Acadians and is married to one.-
He knows what it is like to wake upin
& strange jail with an empty wallet. He
knows all about bottles in paper bags

- and- lonely hotel rooms. Hugh Garner

says that he gets names for his charac-
ters from the telephone book. But
names like Garfield Mason and Morley
Hadley (both from Present Reckoning)
didn’t come from Mother Bell. And
Gordon Lightfoot, the sodden under-
taker from Silence on the Shore, has
his name changed te George in a later
edition.

He always has been a profeSsional.
His knockabout life at odd jobs, his
adventures in Spain and in the navy,
all led to the chair in front of the type-
writer. Being a writer has for Garnera
special meaning that isn’t defined in
One Damn Thing After Another. In
it there is something of the fascination
slum kids have with hockey stars and
prize fighters. If you're a leading con-
tender, you don’t have to punch a
clock at the factory or live under a
leaky roof with the stench of a
hundred years of mouse dirt under'the
stairs. Gamner, a Grade 10 dropout.
from an East End technical school,
with a vanished father, saw his only
way out, and he grabbed it. The pro-
per placement of commas could be

continned on page 11
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WHEN WE WERE very young and a
50-cent allowance felt like a lot of
money in our jeans, we devised all
kinds of ways to cheat the system. On
Saturday afternoons, for instance,
when the latest Republic western was
playing at the neighbourhood movie
theatre, we would all chip in to pay
for one admission. Then the rest of the
gang would sneak in through a rear
emergency exit unlatched for us by
the inside man. If our conscience ever
bothered us, we would rationalize that
at lesst one pair of eyes had paid to
see how Joel McRea didn’t bite the
dust again and that should have been
enough to keep Republic from going
broke.

Well, Republic eventually did go

broke and most of us grew up to

become reasonably honest adults who
don’t even cheat on qur income-tax
returns. We either cough up the four
bucks to see Last Tango or we don't
go at all. Why is it, then, that so few of
us are willing to pay $5.95 to buy a
book?

If you have read this far, you are
almost certainly among the one in four
Canadians who Statistics Canada tells
us reads more than eight hours 2 week.
Furthermore, you have probably
dropped in to your local public library
within the last few weeks and
borrowed — at no direct cost to you
and at a slight indirect cost only if you
are a ratepayer — some of the books
that make up your weckly reading
fare. A survey we conducted last
December with funds provided by the
Secretary of State as part International
Book Year (the defailed results of
which are still being pondered by an
over-worked computer) shows that
71% of our readers visit a Library at
least once a month and 60% do so
several times a month.

. By bomrowing those books, we are
cheating authors out of part of their
just monetary feward for their creative
labours. Morally, we are still sneaking
in the rear exit for our entertainment
— albeit that in this case the inside
men- js a perfectly respectable
municipal agency. Consciously or
unconsciously, we are adopting the

puerile attitude that authors, unlike
dentists or bassoonists, are all
dilettantes who do what they do for
the sheer artistic fun of it, that wiiters
recsive gratification simply by bemg
read.

Today’s writers, however, are not so
easity pgratified. Far from. it. Even
those who are comparatively well off
are becoming incensed with the
situation. They are beginning to see
libraries as their .mortal enemies.
Here's what Robertson Davies had to
say when we asked him what Canadian
writers want:

What T want I'm not going to get.
That is, more people who actually
buy books in Canada. A while ago I
met a woman at a party who was
weating what my wifc told me was
the most superb mink coat she had
ever scen in her life. This woman
said, “Oh, Mr. Davies, I'm 50 looking
forward to reading your book but
you know mehstmmy-lﬂmry isso
long I don’t know when I'm going to
get it.” Wo hear so much propaganda,
an cnormous amount of it from
librarians, about the marvels of our
library system. But nobody seems to
face the fact that our library system
chokes authors,

The answer, of course, js some form
of royalty paymenis on books
borrowed from public libraries, There
are obvious administrative problems
to be solved and librarians will clear-
ly be required to do a little extra
bookkeeping. In Britain, where Sir
Alzn Herbert spent the last 20 years of
his life fighting for library royalties, a
proposed scheme js siill mired in
controversy. But as Davies says, it is
surely not beyond the wit of man to
devise a fair and practical system.
Indeed, Sweden and New Zealand have
already done so. When the embryonic
Canadian Writers' Union meets again
this month, a plan for Canada is bound
to be high on the agenda. We will
discuss the details in a future issue.

Meanwhile, the writers’ cause must
be supported by all of us. If we can’t
be persuaded to pay our way by
actually buying books, we should at
least stop sneaking in the back door
for free. Canadian literature has
reached a healthy maturity. It's time
Canadian readers grew up too.

DOUGLAS MARSHALL
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what the

best-read people
are reading this fall \

(and giving this Christmas;

THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED

POLICE

A Century of History by Nora and
William Kelly. The only complete his-
tory of the celebrated Secarlet Force; a
superb gifi. Here is a vivid and autho-
ritative account of the episodes and men-
who have earned the RCMP its unique
and high reputation. 60 illustrations;

4 maps. $10.00

SITTING BULL

The Years in Canada by J.W, Gram.
MacEwan. The four-year sojourn of
Sitting Buil and his four thousand Sioux
. warriors on Canadian soil — a dramatic

* but little known episode yet one that
would have a significant effect on the
course of Canadian history. Heavily
jflustrated. $8.95. .

WILLIAM PARKER:
MOUNTED POLICEMAN

edited by Hugh Dempsey. "The previ-
ously unpublished letters and journals of
one of the RCMP’s Old Originals; a rare
bottom-up view of the Force’s early his-

tory by a natural raconteur. IHustrated.
¢7 a8

L T

THE DOWNFALL OF TEMLAHAM

by Marius Barbeau. A classic of native
Canadian literature in a handsome fac-
similie edition with a new introduction
by George Clutesi. IHlustrated in colour
with reproductions of works by A.Y.
Jackson, Emily Carr and othqrs. $9.95

" shows that government shortsightedness

T ann
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™ Conada Eh to Zed

GENTLE PATRIOT

A Political Biography of Walter Gordon
by Denis Smith. A major study of
Gordon’s stormy career as an
outspoken Canadian nationalist in po- |
litical and public life, his influence on
contemporary Canadjan affairs and the
foreign ownership debate, and a remark-
able, distinctly different account of the
Pearson years. IHustrated. $10.00

SELLOUT

The Giveaway of Canada’s Energy Re-
sources by Philip Sykes. A hardhitting
exposure of the inept handling of

Canada’s resource development. Sykes

and political opportunism has cost us
some of our most valuable natural re-
sources and that we are on the verge of
greater, irreversible blunders.

3$2.95 paper; $8.95 cloth.

CANADA EH TO ZED

A Further Contribution to the Continu-
ing Quest for the Elusive Canadjan Ident-
ity by Mervyn J. Huston, anthor of The
Greai Canadian Lover. A hiiarious but
all-too-irue picture of Canadians, their
virtues and their vices. Illustrated by
Roy Peterson. $5.95.

FINE CANADIAN BOOKS FROM HURTIG PUBLISHERS/EDMONTON
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STANFIEL
GEOFFREY STEVEN.

McClelland & Stewar
cloth $10; 279 pa,

reviewed by Tercence Filgate

IT WOULD REQUIRE the skill of a
theologian counting angels on the head
of a pin to write {ruthfully and with
balance about a living politician —
especially when the subject has his
foot almost wedged in the ddorway to
power. Geoffrey Stevens struggles with
the elusive form of Robert Lorne Stan-
field. In 266 pages of text we get it afl,
ancestors of ancestors, early life,
schooling, entry into politics, se to
power in Nova Scotia followed by all
the scurrying in the woodwork to
deliver him as national leader of the
PCs in 1967. Thirteen pages of index
include 72 references to Camp, Dalton
Kingsley; 12 to his brother-in-law; 59
to Diefenbaker, John; 32 to a
McDonald, Ernest Finlay; and 22 to
MacDonald, Flora Isabel. The strugsle
to power — it is all there, laid out in
great detail as to who phoned whom
from where and what hotel ai what
time, the surface trivia of perhaps
significant events. .
But something is missing and in a
way it is summed vp by the only
photograph in the book — the one on
the cover. It’s the one the media men
from the Foster and Camp advertising
agencies liked and used as a campaign
poster. It’s of Robert Stanfield but
does not really look Jike him, a sort of
“now you see the man, now you
don’t” image. The bones are there
yet the spirit js absent. Stevens has
interviewed everyone he could and
yet it is inevitably calculated talk and
there is no sense of perspective, no
interpretation of events. The book
tells you more than you might ever
have wanted to know about Stanfield
and the wheelings and dealings of the
Tories in a chronology of events, and
in some sections is almost a camp

hagiography. What does not come
through is the true nature of politics
and the political animals who surround
a man on his way up, hoping to live
off the avails — the “game™ as it is
called, where only victory and the
sweet fruits of success matter. In this
book, except for well-defined enemies,
the characters are a band of happy
brothers with ‘hardly a shin kick or
stumble on the road to power
Bulogies tempered with brave little
rdders are delivered; anecdotes pro-
liferate. Yet Robert Stanfield remains
elusive, lost in unnecessary padding.
Stanfield is a complex and com-
plicated man, that rare thing in
Canadian politics, an intellectual. But
he is also a man trained in the pro- .
vincial simplicities of a Nova Scotia
with its well-established hierarchies, a
province conditioned by mild
xenophobia to the rest of the country
and a tradition of forelock tugging.
The projection with seeming
reluctance onto the national stage
must have been 2 swift crash through
some sort of cultural sound barrier
where the rules learned in the Mari-
times no longer seemed to fit in the
right sort of way. It was a party where
Yahoos, quivering with lemminglike
fantasies, rose to bite the hand elected
to lead if not feed them; a party where
the West was for the big C and some in
the East for the P, even if only a small
one, Only a2 man of Robert Stanfield's
infinite patience and cunning could
have lead this motley crew almast
through the doorways of power.

*And that is what is missing from
Geoflrey Stevens’ book, a critical and
real sense of Stanfield the man — a
man who could drive himself and yet
in the bepinning not demand first-class
staff work from others, a man with a
brilliant mind and inteilectual capabili:
ties who could surround himself with
mildly second-class citizens, perhaps a
hangover from Nova Scotizn days and
ways. Consider Stanfield’s ability to
learn, to examine every point of view,
his doggedness in pgoing about the
country getfing to know his turf with
an indifferent or derisory press looking
on, Allow for his contadictions, his
apparent inability clearly and simply
to state a position to an audience.
Remember his tremendous patience
with peopls, even knaves and fools,

."’
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SURVIVAL SHIF AND OTHER STORIES
by Judith Merrll. A highly personal col-
lection of short storles selected by the
author, a well-known science fictlon writer,

with a revealing explanation of the events
and philozophies which led to the writing of

. each story, Mevril presentss dafinitive analy-

sis of the whole S-F genre, a milestohe in
sclence fiction writing. Price §1.95 paper;
$7.96 hardeover.

HOW TO EAT WELL AND STAY SINGLE
by Nigel Napier-Andrews. Seduction dinners
and how to get her to do the washing up
highlight this bachelor’s basic cookbosk
Napler-Andrews combines wine and
weapons for easy to follow recipes from
kitchen to candlelit table. The author is the
producer of This s the Law (CBC-TV) and a
gourmei cook, Price $1.95 paper; 87.95
hardoover. .

SNOWVIRGINE by Pauline Elizabeth
Rhind. A bheautiful collection of genfly
erotic love poems — some happy, some sad,
but all Joyous —in both English.and French.
The French translation captures the sensi-
tivity and hannting quality of the originsl
work. Price $1.95 paper; $6.95 hardeover.

POOR JOHN'S ALMANAC by John Heam.
Philosophy categorzed under the namas of
planefs, Laughtfer, tears, anger and truth
brought togethar in a thought provoking
book. Written by a cynic who is still a
romantic. Price $1.95 paper; §6.95 hard-
cover,

ANGELICA by Helen Lucas. Thiz versatile
artist/author presents womsan searching for
her identity through Angelica, a not 5o
angelic angel. Drawings in book are avallable
in poster sizes. Price $3.60 paper; $7.96
hardcover. French edition availeble at same
price.

JASON'S HOUSE by Alexander MeAlstar.
Pgychoanalyst Julla encouniers Jason's lova-
ble, frightening inner entities — Persons,
Shadow, Anima, Self, a number of arche-
types — when she visits his house, Through
different loves, a deep analysic of his
consefous and unconsclous, Jason dis-
covers new idesgls. Price $1.96 paper; $6.95
hardcover.

ETRUSCAN ORACLE by Martin Pantecost,
an ancient method Ior dete g the
future. A number of different systems are
described; In particuler an updated version
of what purporiz to be an ancient method
practised In pre-Christian Italy. Price $1.25
paper; $3.60 ha:dewler.

QOrder from:

KAKABEKA Publishing Co. Lid.
2200 Yonge St., Suite 709,
Toronto, Ontario M4P 2G5

OR FROM YOUR BOOESTORE

R
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BESTSELLER LIST

SURFACING .
Margaret Atwood
HOCKEY SHOWDOWN

Harry Sinden
THE MOON'S A

THE CRYSTAL CAVE
Mery Stewart
TO SERVE THEM ALL
MY DAYS, Vol |, Vol 1§
R.F. Delderflsld

A CHOICE OF ENEMIES

Mordecal Richler
DEMIAN

AN ANSWER FROM
LIMBO  Brian Moore
THE FEMALE EUNUCH
Germaine Greer
AYORAMA
R. de Coccola and P. King

Paperfacks

The Canadian Paperback Publishor
A Divislon of
GENERAL PUBLISHING CO. LIMITED

30 Lesmill Road, Don Mills,
Ontario M3B 2T6

L
| oimise,

JOURNEY TO IXTLAN
The Lessons of Don Juan
Carlos Castaneda
After 22 weeks on the Canadian best-
seller list In hardcover, JOURNEY
TO IXTLAN Is now available In
paperback. This powerful and extra-
ordinary book completes Carlos
Castanaeda’s trllogy on the teachings
of Don Juan. A vision of the world
that is both a literary masterpiecs
and a gateway to a new and more
profound way of thinking about our-
selves, of living our own lives;
JOURNEY TO IXTLAN is destined,
like its predecessors, 1o be an en-
during classic. *...Castaneda Is a
brilliant, self-mocking and — one
assumes, truthful storyteller. The
account of his apprenticeship to Don
Juan ... makes hypnotic read-
ing..." —TIME MAGAZINE.
Paper $3.50

E2MUSSON

BOOK COMPANY
A Divislon of
GENERAL PUBLISHING CO. LIMITED

30 L.esmill Road, Don Mills, Onterio

yet his ability to be ruthless if neces-
sary. Add his véry real sardonic wit
and charm with people face-to-face,
coupled with an innate reserve and
shyness, and his lack of impetuousness.
(It would be hard to imagine him
initiating the War Measures Act and
splitting the pation for immediate
gain.) And what emerges isa portrait of
a man with ingrained honesty and
integrity, a sort of total anti-flashy

* personality.

All this the book misses in trying to
hype things up into an exciting story.
Robert Lorne Stanfield is not an excit-
ing man — but he is a good and able
man who would make a stable and
confident Prime Minister, perhaps a
much better one than we have a right
to expect. O

Terence Macartney-Filgate Is an award-
winning film and CBC-TV producer
who was educated at Oxford and now
teaches part time at York University.
From time to time he has had a
worm's-eye vlew of various political

RIPPLES
AND WAVES

CLOUD NINE: Vancouve
Island Poem
Edited by ROBERT SWA

Soft Press, Vancouvel
cloth $7.00, paper $3.9.

_u_-_@_u_
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THANKS FOR
DROWNED ISLAN

A.G. BAILE

McClelland & Stewar
cioth §5.9

reviewed by Hans Werner

l

THE REVIEWER HAS a problem: to
give his own immediate reaction; or to
attempt a judgment of the quality of
the poem. The latter case is an attempt
to second-guess time, an undertaking

‘not only fruifless but also the easiest

way of making an ass of oneself. In the
former, the immediate reaction is
prejudiced. These thoughts were
inspired by Cloud Nine, a collection of
poems from Vancouver Island.

They are mostly good poems of
their sort; and for those who do not
suffer from my prejudice, the book is
probably well worth the investment.
Me, however — I'm bored. I am weary
of confessional trifles, unless ex-
ceptionally well-expressed. I keep
wishing that the best of them were
subsumed in a larger poem that would
allow the poet to squeeze a deeper
revelation and significance out of the
poeticized event; I ask for a broader
pemspective and the detachment of
contemplation. This is not necessarily
a comment on the quality of the
poems; my boredom is a result of the
plethora of the stuff that we get now-
adays: it doesn’t go anywhere — and
the way of getting there is not always
s0 very interesting.

The best works for me, in this col-
lection, are Barle Bimey’s “For My
Nagoyan Love”, Sean Virgo's “Fox
Fire Dirge” and Gary Geddes’ “Spring
Ferry to Ward’s Island”. I am tempted
to include Jeremy Boultbee’s “Going
to the Station™, were its stark sim-
plicity not marred by some rather
heavy-handed imagery. Most intriguing
of all, however, is the strange in-
cantatory quality of Susan Musgrave’s
work. This contradicts my admitied
prejudice, but then only a dullard
would be consistent.

While A.G. Bailey's Thanks for a
Drowned Island does, to some exfent,
have a broader perspeclive and the
detachment of contemplation, it is,
unfortunately, a bit short on the
poeticized event: the tension of reali-
ty. He is best when he works in a rigid
form as in “Iscbel” and *““The Winter
Mill”, and he is even better when he
submerges himself in his imagination
as in “Miramachi Lightning” and
“Algonkian Bugial”. The Jatter, in-
cidentally, is a very fine poem indeed.
It is stark, simple, and opens your eyes
to a visceral knowledge of death.

At times I suspect Bailey’s generous
use of ,nautical jargon, as it intrudes
into the more “elevated” tone of his
work. However, this criticism does not
apply to “Tatters”, one of the finest
poems in the book, in which a revela-
tion is successfully externalized in the
description of reality,

The imagery is permeated with the
salt-spray of the Atlantic, and-the
themes are often historical. The Mari-


http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Robert+Sward
http://www.inscroll.com/search0_bic.asp?begCount=1&choice=A&word=Bailey

times are one of the few places in
Canada where tradition and history are
always and immediately present. For
those who have nsver been there,
Bailey's book should open some in-
teresting doors of awareness. [

Hans Werner, a former acitor, is nowa
poet, playwright and CBC seript-writer
working in Tororito.
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OMEN AND CHILDRE

BETH HARVO
Oberon Pres.
paper $3; 164 page

BLOODFLOWER
W.D. VALGARDSO.

reviewed by Nancy Naglin

SHORT STORIES may have lost their
popularity but Oberon. continues to
publish short fiction by relatively
unknown people. These first collec-
tions are modest editions with uneven
quality. ]

Both Harvor ‘and Valgardson have
published stories in reviews and
journals; each had a story in The Best
American Short Stories of 1971 Sur-
prisingly, both wrile from the same
theme but with the different stresses
of background and locale. Valgardson,
in particular, draws heavily on the
small Icelandic community of his
Winnipeg youth.

For Valgardson entrapment is in

the form of nature — the demands of
land or water — that chain his work-
men characters to the drudgery of
their nets and tackles. His people are
day labourers or immigrants, brooding
in their inability to communicate their

feelings, confined by circumstance and

trapped in silence.

Valgardson’s stories are direct. Writ-
ing of the desclation of the far North
he has pared his style to the bare
minimum. He writes from the out-
skirts. Middleton, Manitoba and god-
forsaken fishing villages become
suspicious, shadowy places, peopled
by superstitious, meager Canadians
who are not like the rest of us.

P - . . .
--a - —— - - [P

All of Valgardson’s stories are filled
with the ironic effects of survival. An
arthritic pensioner in “Bloodflowers”
(the title story and by far the best) can
say, “Getting shot was the best thing
.has ever happened to me.” But in less
successful stories he shies away from
involvement. Many of his stories, al-
though manageable in their simplicity
and unity, are incomplete.

Havor is basically the more com-
plex writer of the two. Her people,
Women and Children, are multi-
layered, chatty, slightly neurotic
women trapped in the roles of lovers,
widows, mothers and danghters.
Enclosed by family or husbands, they
are busy locking for the way out. In
the meantime they succumb to or
scream at convention,

Many of her stories are hardly as
«much stories as they are finely drawn
character sketches. Even in her short-
comings, Havor shows she knows what
good story-telling is. Her characters,
obsessed with the small details of their
lives, play out the pageantry of their
minds, all the while trying to decide
whether to throw out jewelry or
vacuuni rugs.

Havor may choose to write about
women but her stories are about
people. Intimately, effectively, she
invades the minds of her characters
and has them unwind their lives to us.
Almost as an explanation for her
interest in the quiet, hidden sides of
people, one of her characters

* confesses:

1 sometimes felt my world pushed to
a point I could hardly bear, and then
I had to paint a very great deal to
relicve the burden 1 carried in my
caged-in inner oyc. 1 don’t know
where these people come from, these
people that I paint,

Both Harvor and Valgardson have
written some very fine stories. They
have also written some they seemed
compelled to finish. For Harvor they
are poignant Sunday-afternoon stories
that have lost their intensity and for
Valgardson they are neat, streamlined
ones with predictable reactions.

Whatever their shortcomings, these
unpretentious books show there is still
a place for the short-story writer. The
stories are brief, incisive glimpses at
other people’s lives and our own. [

Nancy Naglin is a Toronto freelance
writer who also reviews for the
Toronto Star.

Christmas
is coming oee!

Raymond Reld

THE CANADIAN STYLE
Today and Yasterday
in Love, Work, Play and Politics
Compiled by Canadian Raymond FReid,
this unique book of excemts is a study
of the Canadian character in sction —
the Canadian way of doing things! A rich
thesaurus of comment from a variety of
sources, including immigrants, visitors
and by Cenadians themselves. An imagi-
native, often humorous, book that con-
tains fresh historical material of interest
to the adult reader and invaluable re-
source material to the student,

£10.00 until Jan. 1/74; 1250 after.

Thornton Wiider

THEOPHILUS NORTH

Once more this distinguished writer de-
monstrates the diversity of his talent —
with a constantly entertaining and
thought provoking novel about a part-
time French tutor and tennis coach s its

hera.
$9.15

A Publication of Homemakers
Rasearch Institute

THE AMERICAN-
INTERNATIONAL ENCY-

CLOPEDIA COOKBOOK

This deluxa illustrated edition is a library
of cooking knowledge in one ‘all-
encompassing volume. Over 8,000 reci-
pes, 2,000 illustrations, 48 in colour,
1024 pages. $11.45

New Canadian Edition
FUNK & WAGNALLS
STANDARD COLLEGE

DICTIONARY

Ravised and Updated.

"For a dictionary of handy size, I-find

this one surprisingly ample (150,000 en-

tries) . . ." Kildare Dobbs, Toronto Stsr.
Thumb-indexad $8.95

Availzble at Better Bookstores

Fitzhenry & Whiteside
150 Lesmill, Don Mills, Ontario
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L AUGHTER
IN THE DARK

THE LAST BUTTERFLY
MICHAEL JACOT

McClelland & Stewart
cloth $7.95; 221 pages

reviewed by Kay Burkman

WE HAVE ALL heard of the human
horrors performed at Auschwitz
during the Nazi regime; some of us
have seen them. For those of you who
lived it or for those who feel you may
have missed something, Michael Jacot
(English-born with a PhD from
Toronto) has written a new hbook
called The Last Butterfly. The title is
adapted from the poem, *“The
Butterfly”, written by a man who
was passed at Auschwitz during World
War II.

A KAREN MAGNUSSEN
JEFF CROSS .- -

. The lgst, the very last,
so richly, brightly, dazzlingly
yeliow.

It went away I'm sure because

it wished to kiss the world

goodhye.

That butterfly was the last one.

Butterflies don't live in here, in

the ghetto. :

The novel’'s story takes place in
Czechoslovakia and the main settingis a
concentration camp called Terezin
where thousands of Jews were
persecuted by the Nazis. It is based on
a true account of a clown who was
forced to make children laugh on their
way to the gas chambenrs.

“The trick was to keep their minds
on tomorrow. To pretend that there
would always be a tomorrow. A
tomorrow .many years ahead.” This

* was the philosophy of Vera, a Jew and
unofficial teacher to the children. Dr. .

Weinbuzg applied his medicine and his
ability to oOrganize the children for
their maximum physical comfort.

KA

1
U

THE KAREN MAGNUSSEN STORY

Millions of Canadians watched as Karen Magnussen
skated to the top of the world at Bratislava in 1973.
All the splendour and excitement of ths women®s
world ch‘ampionsldps come alive in the pages of

KAREN! was written by award-winning sportswriter
Jeff Cross and Karen Magnussen. Together they
capture the personal and public struggles, joys and
pains of the making of a gold medalist.

Available in rack-size paperback, 210 pages with
70 photographs at $2.25.

Availsble from COLLIER-MACMILLAN CANADA
LTD., 11258 Leslie St., Don Mills, Ontario M3C 2K2.

Antonin, the t-:lown, made them laugh
and discovered a truth in the process.

I'm thinking how funny it is to be
happy at a time like this.

The answer came: .

What betier time is there to be

happy? )

Laperkommandant Biirger, a Nazi
officer, supervised the concentration
camp of Terezin; he received his orders
from Berlin and carried them out ruth-
lessly. It fell to Bfirger to organize a
cover-up campaign for the Nazi crimes
when 2 Red Cross delegation would
inake an inspection, Thousands of
Jews were rémoved from the over-
crowded camp and sent to the gas
chambers; preen grass, entertainment
and candy for the children' were
brought in; actors portrayed free and
happy citizens roaming the streets.
After it was over, Birger recognized it:
“Who in hell do we think we’re damn
well deceiving?” .

This is a story of self-discovery and
will interest both the sentimental and
the sophisticated or philosophical
reader. I suggest that the latter, how-
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ever, await the possiblity of the

author’s film version. Jacot’s use of -

words is reasonably honest and econo-
mical, but certain visual descriptions
tend to cloy on the narrative. For
example:
There were some sparrows pecking
away at the crumbs of bread which
fell on the cobblestone road as the

cooks broke bread for the old people’s
soup.

While such observations may be legiti-

mate and even obligatory, they veer .

toward abstraction and c':liché on the

page (*'sparrows pecking”, “crumbs of

bread”, *cobblestone road”, “bread-

for the old people’s soup™); they are
better left to the camera’s more objec-
tive eye. O

Kay Burkman Is a Sasketchewan-born
writer who grew up in Edmonton and
now lives in Toronto.

DOBRY

ANN CHARNE

new pres
cloth $6.95; 1 70

reviewed by Richard Sparks

ALL TOO MANY of the World War IT
novels ‘I have read can be placed into
one of two catagories:

1. Those were the days. The

cameraderie and heroism of that war
are over-romanticized to the point that
one begins to wish that she, or he, had
lived back then (even if to live back
then would mean to die back then).
Dne is left with the slim hope that we
might still be fortunate enough to have
a similar war for our very own.

2. They were monsters and we
were saints. This type drags you
through the standard list of Nazi
horrors. One is led to believe that the
Germans (or the Japanese) of that day
~ but not of this - were a nation of
unspeaksble savages without the least
recognizable trace of humanity. It was
2 classic case of the bad guys (them)
against the good guys {us).

Certainly there was a great deal of
cameraderie and innumerable acts of
heroism, but on both sides. If is also
true that there were acts of unspeak-
able horror, again on both sides. (Can
we remember Auschwitz and forget
Dresden?).

Of course, the tendency to draw
the past in sharply delineated blacks
and whites is quite common, but so
are the books written in such a vein.
Occasionally, however, 2 more realistic

" account comes along, Such an account

is Ann Charney’s Dobryd.

The story takes place in post-war
Poland and is the joumnal of a Jewish
family’s struggle for survival at a timé
when the only question was where the
food was coming from and there was
only one side—your own.

After 2% years of subsisting on a
starvation diet in a loft that could
barely hold the 20 persons hiding

there, the willful prisoners are finally

freed by the advancing Russian army.
Their town is a rubble heap and many
of their friends and relatives are dead.

- The war, which ends shortly there-
after, has obliterated every vestige of
the lives these people had known.
Among the refugees is the remainder
of a family. Two sisters (one with a
five-year-0ld daughter, the other with
a teenage son) and their mother, who
dies the night they are freed.

It is a time of readjustment for the
once-rich women, reduced to stealing
and trading on the black market in
order to obtain their food. For the
little girl, however, the only past she
can recall is the time spent in the loft,
and even this quickly melts away. As
she herself says: “I began to think of
my months in the loft as a story that
had happened to someone else. Every-
thing in me turned towards the new

“world, the real world, as a plant bends
toward the sun.®

She is strangely attracted by the
past that her aunt recounts to her; one
in which there was comfort and
stability, things the child has never
known and only half believes in. Her
present is grim and constantly chang-
ing. She longs for the normal life she
has only heard about.

Beinﬁ a child, she adapts readily to
each new circumstance, but her
reactions are totally dominated by her
own discernment of the consequences.

- it A e B et

(3 :

A new biographical
and critical study of
Malcolm Lowry and
his only authorized
novels: Under The
Volcano and
Ultramarine.

Hardbound with a
added case, 232%p.,

30 illustrations and a

frontispiece.

$8.95

Distributed by Musson
Book Company, 30

- Lesmill Rd., Don Mills,

Ontario. .
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THE CANADIAN CENTURY -

English-Canadian writing since
Confederation.

Edited by A.JM, Smith
October[67x9[672 pages
Biographical Sketches{$12.95

One hundred years of Canadian
Writing, from the first voices of a new
domination affirming its identity to
new voices reflecting the symbolic
imagination of a mature country.

Canada's greatest writers are represented
here, by samples from their most distin-
guished and most interesting work.

READERS’
CHOICE

MARGUERITE

by Gail C. Haley
A vmlableIF ctionf14"x19"]64 pages
48 pages in four colour[$4,95
ARGUERITE will be the sweetheart of
" this year’s season. Every little girl will
want MARGUERITE for a friend. She’s
* a character, a story and a doll witha
complete wardrobe and a magic box.

MARGUERITE comes in her own mailing
carton. She’ll be a welcome gift under
hundreds of Christmas trees ... and at
hundreds of birthday parties all year
through.

from GAGE

THE GAGE CANADIAN DICTIONARY

by W. 8, Avis, P. D. Drysdale,
R, J. Gregg, M. H. Scorgill,
September | Non-Fiction [ 9" x 127
1284 pages | 1500 line drawings [ $9.95 T.
The Gage Canadian Dictionary features:
More than 90,000 entries
Comprehensive introductory Matter Notes
& Usage
INustrative Maps of Canada
Full Pronunciation Key
Guide to the Dictionary

The editors are all established scholars in
the field of Canadian English and their
special knowledge in this field is indicated
by the many terms of everyday Canadian
life. Each entry reflects the usage of
educated Canadians, not only in style and
vocabulary, but also in spelling and pro-
nunciation. The Gage Canadian Dictionary
iz a catalogue of the things relevant to the
lives of Canadians at a certain point in
history. It contains, therefore, some clues
to the true nature of our Canadian identity.

this FALL

Gage Publishing Ltd. -
164 Commander Bivd.
Agincourt, Ont. M1S 3C7
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Thus she is loathe to leave the ruins of
Dobryd for the luxury of unscathed
Bylau, for it means leaving the first
friends of her own age and the first
promise of the longed-for stability.

This story, which ends with the
family’s arrival in Canada, is Ann
Charney’s own story. She has recalled
it so faithfully that one would think
she had written it while it was taking
place. The straightforwardness and
acceptance of every experience, the
absence of apology or moralizing, in
short the honesty of this book, set it
apart from the mainstream of war
novels.

In time Dobryd will take its place
along with such works as The Diary of
Anne Frgnk, Norman Mailer's The
Naked and the Dead and Jerry
Kosinski’s The Painted Birds as one of
the truly significant insights into the
effects of war on the people it
touches. This is Ann Charney’s first
book. One hopes it is the first of
many. O]

Richard Sparks is a Viet Nam veteran
now living in Toronto, He writes
poents, short fiction and song Iyrics.

MAKING IT WITH AN OLD PRO
eontinued from page 2.
L
learned later. Always the selfstyled
professional proletarian, he writes:

I was us poor as anyone I have ever

written about, for the greater part of

my life. I don"t think though that I

“was ever downtrodden, for it was

never In my nature to let myself be,

Even when we were on home relief

during the Depression I always

fought for my rights.

While the writer has always been a
leaner to the left politically, he has
had his eyes opened to politics of all
kinds. Spain did that. Still his
sympathies are with the underdog. His
fictlon is not concerned with following
money or power to its source, His feel-
ing for the losers of society lends itself
to Atwoodlen dialectics: he likes
victims, He Is fascinated by the ways
in which men defeat themselves, What
makes the better story, the man who
makes a miltion or the man who al-
most has it made but muffs it? To old
. moral Garner there is only one answer.

Today Hugh Garner is a busy man.
Awards and honours of varfous kinds
have done their best to turn him into a

talking writer, but he knows zbout
that. He wrote two short stories the
week this book came ocut. He has
mellowed, perhaps. He has the
appearance of one of the beat-up jour-
nalists in his stories. and some of the
sheepishness of a reformed character.
He has brought it off, he seems to be
saying to himself; against all the odds,
he’s done it. He didn’t become a lathe
operator and he didn’t starve either.
Throughout the years he has mianaged
to but butter or at least marge on the
table and keep a mickey in his trench-
coat pocket. It was tough going. There
were few professional writers when he
started. Writing was for gentlemen of
easy means. But he made it pay and it
has toughened him in the process, He
turned his hand to every form of writ-
ing possible and kept going. At times
he had to send his family back to the
Maritimes where his wife came from,
things were so bad. At times he lived
in a old trailer or in a rummy hotel
room. Isn’t it fine that it has all come
right in the end? But along the way, a
way paved with crazy adventures that
Garner made grist for his hungry mill, it
was one damned thing after another.(]

Howard Engel, a poet and playwright,
is executive producer of the CBC-
Radio programs Sunday Supplement
and Arts in Review.
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what is

the pretzel
doing in

the bathroom ?

que fait
le pretzel

ans
la salle de bain?

MERILYN READ
PATRICIA ADAMS

Poems, drawings,
paintings, pages to'
smell, pages to color,

a book the reader is
part of. These poems
were collected from
the children of grades
1 to 8, in both French.
and English schools.

Podmes, desseins,
peintures, pages 4
sentir, pages &
colorier, un livre

4 qui le lecteur
prend part.

Ces poémes ont été
recueillis des enfants
de la premiére &
huitidme année,
des écoles anglaises
et francaises,

H8 Thope you
lkethis book

October 1973 115 pp. $2.95 paper
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McGraw~Hill Rverson
X ‘,aeser.zts E A

ONE DAMN THING AFTER
ANOTHER

by Hugh Gamar

Thls outspoken eutoblography by
ona of Canada's flaest writers
was sold out one week after pub-
licetlonl “Ore Dgmn Thing After
Another may be the most honest
and candid autoblography aver
written In this countryl” — Wil
liam French, Globa and Meil.
56.95

THE ROWDYMAN

by Gordon Pinsent

Tha bolsterous new novel ebout
a winsome and free-wheeling
Newfoundlander — WIill Cole —
and his delightful rafusal to take
Wife serlously. Whalevar the con-
sequances, $6.95

CHABLIE FARQUHARSON'S 1974
HISTERICAL CALENDAR

by Don Harron

In time for Xmeas., the most
hilarious all-Canadlan calendar
over. If you enjoyed the Parry
Saund farmer's wild Intempretatfon
of our country's past In the best-
saliing Charlie Farquharson's His-
try of Canads, walt till you see
this lavish piclorial calendar
hanging on your wall. 52.95

THE MAYOR OF UFPER
UPSALOQUITCH

by Jchn 8. Crosble
Side-splitting antlcs among the
tovmnafolk of a wee New Bruns-
wick town. Crosble Is m master-
ful pun-maker; & poputar humorist,
spesker and writer. He Is also
honorary meyor of Upper Upsal-
quitch. $8.95

SKI EASY . . . THE NEW
TECHNIOUE: Alpine and

Cross Cauntry

by Emla MeCulloch

The controversial French tech-
nlque Is explained by ths master
of our Cenadlan slopes. MeCul-
loch la director of the famcus
Biue Mountair Skl School In
Ontarle. §8.95

SUPERSTARS: Hockey's

Graatast Playera

by Andy O'Brien

An expart plcks 19 of hockey's
best , . . but do you agree with
his choices? With over 40 lllus-
trations. $6.95

THE VANCOUVER CANUCKS
STORY

by Danny Boyd
A controversfal look at those
amazing Canucks and thelr equally
amazing ovmers, coaches, mana-
gars, fans and stars. 56.95

McGraw-HIll Ryerson
330 Progress Avenue
Scarhorough, Ontario

ON SERIES

NEW CANADIAN

LIBRARY  suars

reviewed by Isaac Bickerstaff

THIS SERIES, projected as a quartet
of articles approximately equal in
moedest substance and reasonable
length, has, like a rutting moose, run
amok. To the tune of some Malthusian
rhumba, it has dodged the lassoes of
symmetry and restraint, with the pre-
posterous result that Part Four (please
note) is no longer in conclusion.

.Part Four does bring to 75 the
number of NCL titles discussed,
though, so that with merely 32 titles
remaining, it may be that the end is
almost in sight. It’s to be hoped the
final installment will appear in the Jan./
Feb., 1974, issue of Books in Canada,
after which, if there is any justice, the
writer will be awarded the Mazo de la
Roche Medal for Flatulence.

LR

Poets Between the Wars,
ilton Wilson (ed.);
96 pages, $1.95.
oetry of Mid-Century,
ilton Wilson (ed.);
37 pages, $2.35.

oets of Contemporary Canada:
1960-1970,

Eli Mandel (ed.);

141 pages, $2.95— |

E:he Poems of Earle Bimey,

troduction: Earle Bimey;
2 pages, $1.50.

ohn Sutherland: Essays,
-Controversies and Poems,

diting and Introduction

y Miriam Waddington;

06 pages, $2.95.

Poets Between the Wars contains the
work of these five: E.J. Pratt, F.R.
Scott, A.J.M, Smith, Dorothy Livesay
and A.M. Klein. Almost 80 pages are
reserved for Pratt, whose Towards the
Last Spike treats the great Canadian
theme with more skill than even Light-
foot or Berton can muster.

But neither men nor horses ganged

Iike mules:

Wiser then both they learned to

unionize,

Some instinet in thelr racial nether

regions

Had taught them how to sniff the

JSive-hour streich

Down to the fine arithmetic of

seconds,

They tired out their rivals and they

knew it.

They'd stand for overwork, not

overtime,

Faster than workmen could fling

down their shovels,

They could uniiinge their jfoinls,

unhitch their tendons

Jumping the foreman's call, they

brayed *“Unhook™.

With a defiant, corporate inctancy.

Poetry of Mid-Century: 1940-1960
presents five poets in depth: Earle
Birney, Irving Layton, Margaret
Avison, Raymond Souster, and James
Reaney, as well as providing compara-
tively bref selections from five others:
Leonard Cohen, Jay Macpherson,
Alden Nowlan, Kenneth McRobbie
and P.K. Page. Poets of Contemporary
Canada: 1960-1970 offers selections
from Al Purdy, Milton Acormn,
Margaret Atwood, George Bowering,
Gwendolyn MacEwen, John Newlove,
Joe Rosenblatt, Michael Ondaatje, bill
bissett and Leomard Cohen. For my
money (exactly $3.95), the Oxford
University Press anthology, I5
Canadian Poets, with its larger type
and format, better paper, substantial
notes and photographs of the poets, is
a much more satisfactory investment
than the two NCL volumes.

In his introduction to The Poems of
Earle Birney, the poet writes:

My hardcover collection is a hand-
somely illustraied, if badly proof-
read, book; but it sells for six dollars.
Though this is less than average for a
book of its format today, it's
apparently too much for the alleged
booksellers in this country, who've
consistently failed to stock it; and it's
certainly too much for most
Canadian students to buy. Since 1
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think Canadians under thirty are the
main, and the most perceptive,
readers of poelry, I'm very happy
I've been able to bully my publishers
into providing this inexpensive and, I
hope, avallable “Selected Selected™.
As for John Sutherland: Essays,
Controversies and Poems, this is a
mildly interesting collection of critical
pieces and a few poems by the editor
of the little magazine, First Statement,
begun in Montreal in 1943,
Sutherland, who died in 1956, was
responsible for first publishing, among
others, Irving Layton and Raymond
Souster. "It also seems obviows,”
Sutherland once announced to his
readership, “that Mr. Layton’s talents

lie in fiction rather than poetry.”
&%

abiiani Poems,
Villiam Henry Drummond,
ntroduction: Arthur L. Phelps;
10 pages, $1.50.

troduction: Ronald Sutherland;
26 . 31.75.

The Town Below,
oger Lemelin,
ntroduction: Glen Shortliffe; ‘|
85 pages, $2.50.

Thirty Acres,

Ringuet .

Introduction: Albert LeGrand;
250 pages, $1.95.

Antoinette de Mirecourt,
Rosanna Leprohon,

Introduction: Carl Klinck:

| 200 pages, $2.50,
According to Arthur L. Phelps,
William Henry Drummond loved de
nice leetle Canadiennes he mimicked
in his rhymes, and wouldn't have
ridiculed them for aznything. I have it
from a reliable source, though, that it
was when Habitant Poetns went into
its sixth reprint that René Levesque
took up the torch of revolution, mut-
tering “Leefle Bateese™ and “De Siove
Pipe Hole™ atop the barricades. Pro-
chain Bpisode, first published in
French in 1965, hymns the Quebec
revolution within the framewoik of a
spy story. The narrator, from his
psychiatric prison cell, writes in order
to vrge the living revolution on: “With

my words I place my lips on the burn- .

ing flesh of my country.” Recom-
mended.

Samuel Putnam’s translation of The

Town Below may be responsible for
the novel’s sometimes awkward prose.

Nor does it help matters that, as with

so many Russian novels, the dezens of
characters are difficult at first to sort
out. So that, despite many profound

and funny passages, you experience a -

sense of accomplishment once you
have ploughed through to the end.
Thirty Acres by Ringuet (Dr. Philippe
Panneton) was published in French in

1938 and appeared. in an English.

language edition in 1940, It chronicles
the life of a Quebecois farmer who. in
old age, finds himself exiled in a New
England industrial town, bewildered
and beaten. Full of wisdom and

-compassion, Thirty Acres is a very fine

novel. Antoinette de Mirecourt: or,
Secret Marrying and Secret Sorrowing
first appeared in 1864, introduced by
its author with the wish that “it will,
at least, be found to have that (merit)
of being essentially Canadian™. For-
tunately, it is also both charming and
entertaining, despite a plot that con-
ceins itself with utter villainy and true
romance in the Montreal of the post-
Conguest 1760s.

ntroduction; Allan Bevan;
08 pages, $2.95,

he Tomorrow-Tamer,
argaret Laurence,
niroduction: Clara Thomas;
pages, $1.95.

For Me and My House,
inclair Ross,

troduction: Roy Daniells;
66 pages, $1.50.

he Bamp at Noon
nd Qther Stories,
inclair Ross,
troduction: Margaret Laurence;
, $1.95

Street of Riches,

Gabrielle Roy,

[ntroduction: Brandon Conron;
159 pages, $1.75.

Then there’s Margaret Laurence,

whose novels and stories serve as texts
continued on page 31

Collection

. » . beautiful reprints of rare
old Canadian books. Great
for gift giving!
-
THE FINE ARTS
IN CANADA
by Newzton MacTavish, M.A-

Introduction by Robert McMichael,
Director, The McMichael Capadian
Collection.

Exactly as published 1925, Among the
first, if not the very first, comprehen-
sive surveys of the art scens in Canada.
Contains fourteen beautiful full-colour
plates and over one hundred black and
white illustrations.

Paperbound, boxed
edition, 344 pages ................ D895

ﬁiﬁ:;:md . " v e $12.95
o

CANADIAN

WILD FLOWERS
by A. Fitzgibbon & C. P. Traill

The first book in English on the wild-
flowers of Canada. Exactly as pub-
lished in 1868. Physical descriptions
are presented alongside beautiful full-
colour eppravings, hand painted by
Apnes Fitzgibbon. A gift to be

treasured.
%"3“%‘:#}’"3&;& $7.95
ary 117,96 pages . ... $14.95
+
ROYAL NORTH-WEST
MOUNTED POLICE
A Corps History

by Captain Ernest V. Chambers

‘The authentic record of the origin, de-
velopment, and work of the N.W.,M.P.
Includes many fascinating photos, in-
triguing character studies, and vintage
ads. Colorful cover in regimental
colours with Centennial commemora-
tive sticker.

Paperbound, boxed,

814" x 11", 248 pages ............ $6.95
Hardbound, illustrated,
834" x 117,248 pages ... .. $14.95

avaliable from

COLES PUBLISHING COMPANY
90 RONSON DRIVE
REXDALE, ONTARIO

and at ALL COLES BOOK STORES
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THE NORTH WOODS
(The Nature of the
Land Series)

cloth §7.95; flustrated; 184 pages

reviewed by Raphael Bendghan
e —

This anomalous land, this sprawling

waste of timber and rock and

watef . .. This empty iract of primor-

dial silences and winds and erosions

and shifting colours.

— Hugh MacLennan, Barometer Rising

HIGH QUALITY printing of Canadian
landscapes by American publishers,
along with politely informed prose, is
almost assured a place in the Canadian
book market. The region dealt with. in
this addition to the American Wilder-
ness series is the Shield area running

from the north shore of Lake Superior
through to the MacKenzie Delta. This
region maps out one of the essential
trading routes established by the
Hudson’s Bay Company from Grand
Portage on Lake Superior to Fort
Chipewyan on Lake Athabasca — a
mere 2,000 miles of lakes and rivers
paddled and portaged by the years of
French-Canadian voyageurs.

Unfortunately Percy Knauth tends
to write in the grand style of the un-
committed. He deals with glacial land-
scapes, forest fires, thc industrious
lives of beavers, snow, spring, lakes
and canoes in a pleasant Reader’s
Digest voice. The only time the writing
is inspired is when he writes of the
voyageur as legend, using some of the
paintings on the subject by Frances
Anne Hopkins (a remarkable woman
who ftravelled with and painted the
voyageurs), and which prove to be
more interesting than the written
accounts.

The tendency of such nature books
is either to overlook the ability of
photography to illustrate or to misuse

it for other ends. In this case the ex-
cellent reproduction of average photo-
graphs has been used in creating a
dustcover effect for the somewhat
lyrical text. There are 80 pages of
photography in this 180-pags book
but astonishingly little consideration
has been given to the placing of the
photographs. Some excellent photo-
graphs are hidden away. The first 14
and the last 16 papes of the book are
simply photographs slapped together
for effect. Had the editors been able to
see the woods for the trees, they
would have based the book more
directly on a core of excellent photo-
graphic work. But the literary tradi-
tion is more part of the publishing
psyche than anything to do with
photographic aesthetics, The con-
sequence is books like The North
Woods — tood often works of literary
pulp disguised by photographic gloss.

Raphael Bendahan, formerly editor of
the Canadian periodical Impressions, is
a photographer and writer who lives in
Toronto,

~ ‘firian McFarianes

Hockey
'

READ CANADIAN

KIDS’ BOOKS BY CLARKE IRWIN

ACCORDING TO HAKLUYT

by Delbert Young $6.95

Classic storles of exploration from the 16th century
geographer, Hakluyt, are retold by children's author Delbert

Young.

playing tips.

HOW THE CHIPMUNK GOT ITS STRIPES
by Nancy Cleaver $3.95

A retelling of the Canadfan Indian legend about a small
squirre! who stood up 1o all the animals in the forestto
protect his friend, an Indian boy.

BRIAN McFARLANE'S HOCKEY ANNUAL
by Brlan McFarlane $5.25

The best glit for every young fan—photographs, storles,
blographles, statfstios, fan club notes, comlcs, and even
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- PENETRATION
Five plays by
LAWRENCE RUSSELL

Sono Nis Press
cloth 37.95; 109 pages

reviewved by Nigel Spencer

— D

PERHAPS IT IS no longer quixotic in
the extreme to foresee the passing of
Canadian theatre from its infancy to a
not-too-pimply adolescence. In some
sectors, our writing and production
now offer other choices than the pre-
tentious mimicry of other cultures or
the most banal of autobiography.

The staging at a precious handful of
small theatres has progressed beyond
the hit-or-miss of early experiments to
fusions of techniques and visions that
are at once original and Canadian.
Similarly, the writing has matured and
broadened by retuming to essentials.
This has been accomplished (as it was
in other countries) by movements in
two directions at once: outward to a
universal imagery, resonant and sug-
gestive; and inward to a blend of local
temperaments, attitudes and speech-
thythms. :

Lawrence Russell. a playwright

and teacher from Victoria, has opted -

for the first approach. Beginning with
basics (action sometimes occurs in
near or total blackout), he uses words
and images in place of characters and
gction as we usvally know them. We

can be alarmed by the deep and con-

sistently paranoid - quality’ of the
dreams that flow, Artaud-like, -to
reality and back again, But more often
than not they prove more revealing
than the everyday life they- over-
whelm.

The deliberate theatricality of most
of these plays can be justified on the
same grounds. The apparently helter-
skelter juxtaposition of images rarely
fails to be moving and widely sug-
gestive, though Russell constantly
walks the thin line between, on the
one hand, the surface realism of his
dialogues and situations and, on the
other, his explicit jmages of sub-
conscious [ife.

Thus in “Penetration™ itself, the
title piece, the cool and understated
conflict between two brothers is jolted -
into a surreal fourth perspective by the
arrivel and later disappearance of a
young woman-deus-ex-maching
Reminiscent of early Pinter, the play
shows Russell’s defirite gift for dialo-
gue as well as his penchant for fearless
theatricality.

It may well be that in production
these two elements hold together but
in the other plays in this collection the
bond is tenuous, perhaps because of

emotional immaturity, “Foul Play”

and “Time Warp”, for example, are
unsubtle enough to demand the sort of
act of faith required in listening to
acid-rock when not stoned. “Deep
Sea”, however, probably can be made
to work because of the extravagance
and practicality of its fantasies. O

Nigel Spencer works in Toronto as
Journalist, translgtor, actor and direc-

tor and iz a frequent contrfbutor fo
25-cent Review.
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DENT

SEPTEMBER GALE:
A Study of Arthur Lismer
by Dr. John A.B. McLeish *
When September Gale was first
cinted in P1955, the Vancouver
rovince called it “stimulating, at

times even exciting...” The
Toronto Glohe & Mail hailed it as

| an “acute study of a truly gifted

person™.

Little attention has been de-
voted to the individual members of
the renowned Group of Seven.
September Gale deals with Lismer’s
life and work as a gregt teacher and
as one of Canada’s most memorable |-
painters.

Hus. in colour & bfw .
cloth $9.50 paperback 84.5

GOLD OF THE GODS
by Erich von Daniken
Following the outstanding
success of Chariots of the Gods and
Return to the-Stars. Gold of the
Gods marks the culmination of von
Daniken’s world-wide expedition in
search of evidence to support his
contention that earth once hosted
extra-terrestrial beings. -
The startling nature of his find-
ings makes fascinating reading. .
Tllus, in colour & bjw $8.25

CHRISTMAS IN CANADA
by M. Barber & F. McPherson

A portrait of the Canadian
Christmas, past and present, show-

| ing how the festival of Christmas in

our land has been observed in a
multinde of different ways deter-
mined by differences of custom and
circumstance.

An endless variety of celebra-
tion, from pioneers gathering wild
cranberries 1o the Santa Claus
Parade, is presented for the enjoy-
ment of all Canadians at any time
of the year.

cloth §4.95 paper 32.50

J.M. DENT & SONS
(CANADA) LTD.
100 Searsdale Road
Don Mills, Ontario
M3B 2R3
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THERE UES THEPORT ..

DRIFTING HOME

PIERRE BERTO.
McClelland & Stewar,
cloth §6.95; illustrated; 198

reviewed by Kelly Wilde

-

THE THEME of Drifting Home is
nothing short of Homeric: the son in
search of his Father, a spiritual
Odyssey with the Wanderer watching
his vision though the eyes of his
Father, the eyes of his own past, his

eyes now in middle age and the eyes of -

his children.

It is Pierre Berton's most delightful
and charming book to date. It is a
meliow book, a well-written book, a
book bursting with fact, mature reflec-
tion, warmth, good-natured humour
and unabashed nostalgia. Berton’s
knowledge of Yukon history is quite
intimidating; his ability to evoke a
mood through his description of a
scene is remarkable and enviable; and,
as always, his reflections — wise,
assured and calm — engage our atten-
tion and full respect. This iz fine,
polished writing, but seekers of the
Quest, beware: Odysseys heve no
deadlines and this 12-day “journal”,

16

delightful thought it may be, is very
much a book in mind. As such it fails
the fundamental test of all true
Odysseys: the book was written by the
author rather than the author by the
book.

The journey is from Lake Bennett,
B.C., to Dawson, the author's birth-
place, via the Yukon River. The
seekers (14, including guides) set out
on three rubber rafts with 22 pieces of
luggage and 19 boxes of provisions;
they follow the same route that
Berton®s father followed, slightly less
encumbered, in 1898, the year of the
Klondike goldrush,

The father, F.G. Berton, comes
across splendidly from the earliest
pages. The first image is projected
from one of his letters, wherein he
records his impressions of a train ride
through the mountains, himself stand-
ing on the platform in the cold, half-
frozen and hungry yet captivated by

e p—
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the beaunty and mystery of the scenes.
Berton reﬂegt_s:

The bitterest cold.could not have
deterred that infinitcly curious man
from examining the wonders that he
always saw around him. What was
commonplace to’ his fellows was
miraculous to him. He had to know
how things worked and he was for-
ever cxemining objects, natural or
mean-made, to see what made them
tick and explaining them to others.
The images projected of his father
register indelibly: F.G. explaining
centrifugal force to his son while they
ride the flying swings in the amuse-
ment park or F.G. unravelling the
mysteries of the hot-air balloon and
cartoon animation. Most poignant of
all, in the midst of the Depiession,
when a cent was a useful sum and “a
nickel was énormous”, he discovered a
new device, the Silex coffeemaker.
The principle of the vacuum, on
* which they operated, fascinatad him
and so did the beauty of the bubbles,
refiecting the yed of the elemenis,
tising in the glass bowls. The follow-
ing day he took me down to see the
wonderful - coffeemakers in action
and I cai remember standing outside
in the cold, looking in the windows,
waiting for the Silexes to empty 0
we could see the process from -the
beginning. We waited for a long time
until my father said: “You know,
‘boy, I think it’s worthwhile poing
inside and buying a cup of coffee just
to watch that thing.”

The glimpses of Father are tantaliz-
ing, but as the deadline date, the I12th
day, nears one grows impatient for the,
man who ladnched the Odyssey. The

" mostalgia is so unrelenting that Father

remains throughout much more
symbol than fact. This is doubly
unfortunate in that F.G.’s end was
painfully lingering and Ionely. When
he rises on his deathbed and-looks at
his ghost of a body he cries in agony,
“Matchsticks!™ But the realistic touch
comes too late and the final effect is
not “Jesus!” but “gee ... ."

Likewise, the unbalanced nostalgia
cuts a powerful theme an inch or two
short of fruition: the theme magnifi-
cently unfolded in The Odyssey, the
search of father and son for themselves
in each other. When Telemachus
“finds” Ulysses the jolt is overwhelr-
ing; when Berton “finds™ his father
the effect is very nice. We know we are
in the hands of an old pro, getting the
red carpet treatment. Rarely do we for-

+ get the overriding impression this Odys-

sey was taken for the sake of the book.
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This impression is partly created by
the constant use of the present tense,

with day-by-day transcription of

events providing the joumal format.
The style becomes mere technique all
tao soon, projecting a sense of detach-
ment: Look, there I am, havingfun,
shooting the rapids, singing by the
camp fire, etc. Aside from the 12-day
deadline there are several geneml con-
strictions on the journal format. As
Auden said, the problem with journals
is that the Self normally expresses it-
self in clichés (“like a sheet of glass™,
“far out”, “terrific™’). Thus, one can
either Pepys it (less possible these
days, when writing without publishing
or the thought of being discovered is
nearly inconceivable); or, if one is
artless and charming and candid
enough, one can Boswellize. Though
Berton can be charming he is anything
but artless, and he is quite simply not
candid enough, or willing enough, to
travel the third and most perilous,
route: the journal as a work of art,
with thought of publication, yet giving
the impression at least of being partly
Pepys in spirit and partly Boswell in
artlessness, Nothing seems to have

been seen or felt that did not tie in_

with the book in mind. Every
memory, vision and thought and feel-
ing flows smoothly and stylishly from
the Day of Departure to the Day of
Destiny, without so much as a dang-

ling participle preventing the Great ~

Communion that occurs, exactly as
planned, on the final day. Too much!

Anyway, the book in mind is still
one hell of a buy. Berton does conjure
compelling pictures of his childhood
and the Yukon. Descriptions, such as
those of the Northern Lights and the
River itself, are often masterfully
drawn. One of the most fully realized
and successful effects of the book is
the cumulative impact of a recurring
image; travellers in a procession
through time. As they travel they are
constantly struck with signals, flags
and ghosts of travellers before them:
warnings, greetings, cries of despair,
cries of discovery and joy, little sounds
from the past to the present, while the
River flows on to the end. O

Kelly Wilde is a Montreal poet and the
author of Ruby Foo and Other Poems,
a collection of local-colour verses.
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| ATTERDAY HERO

BETHUNE

RODERICK STEWART
' new press
cloth $10; Mustrated; 210 pages

— — . —

reviewed by Bill Rockett

LIKE LOUIS RIEL, Norman Bethune
has only recently received public and
political rehabilitation in his own
country. On August 17th of last year;
federal ministers Jean-Luc Pepin and
Mitchell Sharp announced the govern-
ment’s formal designation of Bethune
as a Canadian “of national historic
significance™.

Prime Minister Trudeau during his
recent China visit desctibed Canada as
a truly middle power, one that stands
geographically between the two great
powers, that must rely on the good
will of all other nations if it is to sur
vive. Ironically, we waited rather long
to grant recognition in this country to,
the man who has gained for Canada
the affection of a quarter of the
world’s people — and that recognition
came only after an even more political
dance between the People’s Republic

and the Dominion over the exchange
of diplomatic missions,

The Scalpel, The Sword has been
since 1952 the standard biography of
Doctor Bethune. It has also been the
single most successful book written by
or about a Canadian. The work of Ted
Allan and Sydney Gordon, this bio-
graphy has been translated into 19
languages and has sold more than one
million copies. Roderick Stewart
found the book “interesting and well-
written”, but was disappointed by
what he termed “its lack of supportive
evidence”. Bethune is his attempted
corrective.

The chief weakness of the first
book is its somewhat polemical style.
It is a book about a Communist by
men who knew him and who shared
some of his ideological beliefs. The
weakness of Bethune is one of over-
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compensation: Stewart’s four years of
research have produced a coherent but
rather skeletal outline of the life and
work of Bethune.

The actual text is only 167 pages in
length, while notes and index take up
some 50 additional pages. Moreover

while Stewart builds his narrative-

rather nicely through Bethune's early
years, he offers us only some 45 pages
on the culminating experience of the
doctor’s career, namely . his China
mission.

Bethune was an extraordinarily
passionate man, and there are only
glimpses of that passion in Stewart’s
rather dry tale. Bethune began as

something of a playboy, blowing his’

money from home on a statue he
admired and then gaily sauntering off
with his wife to a Paris nightclub. He
was, in the terminology of the day, a
snappy dresser who lectured his classes
on prescription writing wearing spats
and ploves. He went to the United
States, since that seemed a good place
to make money, although his wife
loathed living there, describing it as
*“the only country in the world to have

achieved decadence without civiliza-
tion™.

Tuberculosis and a stay at the
Trudeau Sanitarium at Lake Saranac,
New York, deeply affected Bethune. A
promising practice as well as a mar-
riage left behind him, he eventuaily
turned -to home and Montreal. He
began to develop his own surgical
instruments and to establish a brilliant
reputation as a thoracic surgeon. He
found new techniques of preventitive
care for the tobercular. And he began
a very rapid process of politicisation.

Bethune established a2 working
group of doctors, nurses, anaestheti-

‘cians and other professionals to

examine the health-care needs of
Montreal’s poor. After much research,
they drew up a careful proposal in-
volving a system of municipal
medicine, ‘compulsory health insur-
ance, and care of the unemployed. The
polifical parties rejected it out of
hand; the vast majority of people were
indifferent. Worse to Bethune was the
hostility of his own colleagues. In
1936, ideas we accept as liberal were
held 1o be extremely radical. Having

Charged with the exhausted
passion, betrayal and absurd
hope which he has explored
so precisely in such novels
as The Power and the Glory

and The Comedians.

s
C 4Copp Clark Publishing

achieved a radical reputation, Bethune
set out to learn Marxism and in the
process became a Communist.

He was an internationalist who had
fought in the World War I, had lived in
the United States, Britain and France
as well as in Canada. When war broke
out in Spain, Bethune joined the
struggle in the capacity he felt would
be most useful. He went not with a
gun, but with a mind that tfreated
medicine as an art to be used skillfully,
even beautifully. During the war and
his service there he developed a
portable blood-transfusion system,
which was copied by both sides during
the next great war. He was commis-
sioned a major in the Loyalist Army,
and soon became director of all blood
transfusion services in the couniry.

The Japanese invasion of China
took place while Bethune was back in
Canada attempting to raise money for
his Spanish mission.” Again the inter-
nationalist, he set out to create a way
of petting himself there. Bethune
created his own opportunities -when
there were no other obvious avenues.

Just as he seized upon the blood-

*$7.95 US.




‘transfusion concept in Spain as a way
to practise his art beautifully, in China
he developed a tactic of medical assis-
tance directly related to guerilla war-
fare. He took aid to the soldier, rather
than setting up rear-line establishmenis
where the soldier might be brought. In
a war of no real battle-lines, it was the
pexfect tactic.

Bethune has turned into a symbol
of the left and of China today. He died
through infection he could not control
because the American agency that had
sent him falled to follow up with
needed medicines. He died in the
battle fatigues of a soldier of the Eighth
Route Army, among men and women
he had trained in medicine, people
who regarded him as Pai Chu En,
White Seek Grace. As a student he
had never been proficient in learning
languages. In China, so absorbed was
he in the people and in his work that
he mastered not only the speaking but
the writing of the Shansi dialect. One
of the last things he wrote was in that
dialect:

YWhat do these enemies of the human
race look like? Do they wear on thek
foreheads a sign so that they may be
told, shunned end condemned as
criminals. No. On the contrazy, they
are the respectable ones. They are
honoured, They call themselves and
are called gentlemen. There can be no
permanent peace in the wosld while
they live. Such an organization of
human society as permits_them to
exist must be abolished. These men
make the wounds.

That quotation is taken from The

Secalpel, The Sword. Its absence from

Stewart’s Bethune indicates what is
missing in the new biography. The
passion for healing society as well as
bodies is what greatly distinguished
Norman Bethune, and only a Iittle of
that passion . comes through in
Stewart’s work. Only by taking the
new book as 2 compliment or supple-
ment to the old (especially in terms of
the photographs Stewart has publish-
ed) can we begin to get any real sense
of the man. [ :

Bill Rockett is a writer for CBC Ideas
and has published two volumes of
verse through Fiddlehead Poetry Books.

NITTYBUT
NOT GRITTY

DIVIDE AND CO
WALTER STEWAR

reviewed by Norman DePoe

IF PUBLISHERS chose subtitles for
books by aping the names of television
programs, Walter Stewart’s latest
effusion might be styled “Thesis Un-
original, Writing Impossible.” He
admits — not too modestly — that
other students of Canadian politics
have been aware of his main theme,
which is that our jneradicable
regionalism is at the base of our
political system, and that our parties
tend to promise whatever will get
votes in each region. At the same time,
he keeps hinting that this is somehow

" a fresh insight.

His method is not totally without
value. Divide and Con, unlike some of
the academic texts that have proved
the same thesis, so to speak, by remote
control, with flesh and blood reduced
to footnotes, and always with the
smell of musty newspaper clippings on
them, is not really dull. The book
bristles with anecdotes, though many
are-second-hand, and some of dubious
reliability. This version of the old, old
thesis is soldily based on Stewart’s
own travels during the federal &lection
campaign of 1972, and what he calls
“recontructions” of events and en-
cousters at which he was not present.

The troubls with the approach is
Stewart"s writing. Mu¢h of the book
reads as if it was pounded out at
breakneck speed; at its worst, it
conveys the impression that Stewart
was dictating a newspaper story by
long-distance telephone, with a bad
connection, to a rewrlte man who
didn’t understand the situation in the
first place,

His attempts at humour end lively
wilting vary from heavy-fisted to coy,
and have the flavour of bar-room wit
picked up on the run from people
more witty than he, It goes without
saying that the writing is unremittingly
journalistic, in the worst sense of that
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Bettar Homes & Gardans
GOLDEN TREASURY OF COOKING

A truly magnificent volume of more
than 600 favourite recipes from the
Thirties, Forties, Fiftles, Sixtles and
Seventies, complete with a nostalgic
lock at how the times have changed
our tastes — the food. .. the kitch-
ens. , . the eating styles and habits of
each era — and Jllustrated with 90
beautiful photographs. The book
features an elegant textured cover
with gold-embossed lettering and
each decode is introduced by a
striking, full-colour, 3-page foldout.

£1895

¥ GENERAL

PUBLISHING CO. LIMITED

THE ICE MEN -
Gary Ronberg ,
Over 200 bleck and white photo-
graphs and 48 pages In full colour
sweep the reader afong right In the
middle of the Ice. Here are super-stars
and bad guys, raferees and managers
- and an account by the craftiest of
them all — Punch Imiach.

817.25

BOOK COMPANY

A Bivislon of
QENERAL PUBLISHING CO. LIMITED

30 Leamlfl Road, Don Miils, Ontarlo
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FOD
SAFALL

The author of the best selling book
How To Parent now focuses on the
all important but often neglected art
of fathering. $8.95
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Beyond Craft
The Art Fabric

Consiantine and Larsen

Presenting a beautiful and bountiful
selection of art created from fiber
and thread, this book graphically
demonsirates the innovative concept
of weaving as an art form that goes
beyond crait. (Introductory price
$29.95 untif December 31, 1973)

Van Nostrand Reinhold Lid.
1410 Birchmount Rosd,
Scarborough, Ontario M1P 2E7
Telephone {416) 751-2800
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word. Stewart conceives “socko” to be
a satirical and vivid adjective in
denigrating the efforts of political
planners and speech-writers; not just a
thing, but a person can be “a drug on
the market”; he even believes that
“thusly” is a valid English word.

At the outset, he trumpets that our
political system is “seriously out of
whack™, and promises us his blueprint
for its reform at the end. Well, after a
lot of more or less interesting inside
information about the way our four
parties conducted the 1972 campaign
— dirty deals, cynicism, the usual — he
lays a little interpeclated historical
background, takes a deep breath, and
comes up with his solution.

First, we should have full disclosure
of all financial contributions to parties
and capdidates. Taxpayers’ money
should be used to help the poor parties
buy as much TV time as the rich ones,
and there should be a limit on spend-
ing. Then, he takes a chapter to telf us
that opinion polling is accurate only
within 4% and even then only 19 times
out of 20. Bspecially Peter Regen-
streif. His final solution is proportional
representation — using the creaking,
obsolete division by provinces. But
almost any form would do, Stewart
would let the political scientists decide
that.

He admits that PR didn’t work too
well in the Weimer Republic and in the
Fourth French Republic; there’s not a
word about Canadian experiments that
failed. He ignores the problems of the
Fifth French Republic, those of Italy,
and insists that Belgium and Sweden
have done well. The many Belgian
crises and the current hung-up parlia-
ment in Sweden seem to have escaped
his notice.

Perhaps the best value in the book
(somewhat vitiated by his posture of
moral indignation) is his thorough-
going analysis of so-called “‘transfer
payments” - using the power of the
federal treasury to spread our national
wealth a little more equitably. Stewart
sees it as in many ways a nefarious
scheme to buy votes and power, and
to some extent he’s right.

Here, his personal political bias
(which he owns up to) and especially
his blind hatred of the Liberal party,
with its present leader at the top of
the blacklist, mar this book as much as

they did his first one {Shrug: Trudeau -
In Power). Despite some trenchantly
valid criticism of Mr. Trudeau’s per-
formance and record, the book sim-
ply doesn’t qualify as reliable analy-
sis. He has at least the grace to be
disappointed with his own chosen
instrument, the NDP. To sum up:
superficial, glib, lots of interesting in-
side information if you can get past
the writing style. Or to put it dif-
ferently, oh for another one by Peter
C.Newman. O

Veteran CBC broedcaster Norman

. DePoe has long been an observer of

Canada’s political scene.

OTHER
SOUNDS
AND FURIES

WE THE WILDERNESS

THOMAS YORK

McGraw Hill/[Ryerson
cloth $6. 95 71 pages

reviewed by David T. Groskind
#

INDIANS IN Canada who know of
Margaret Atwood’s thesis must find jt
strange that white Canadians could see
themselves as victims for whom bare
survival suffices as a triumph. To the
Indians, white Canadians could reason-
ably appear as thriving conqueross and
oppressors wholly unthreatened with
extinction. Moreover, white Canadians
who insist on feeling victimized might
consider what they could learn about
vicitimization from the Indians who,
under Atwood’s thesis, necessarily find
themselves a sort of victim’s victim.

In We, the Wilderness, Thomas
York writes about a young white
doctor named Roger Sharp who serves
a present-day community of Indians
on the coast of British Columbia. Dr.
Sharp’s father, as both Christian mis-
sionaty and medical doctor, had
wanted to infuse the Indian’s culture
with the benefits of Western religion
and science, but the young Dr, Sharp
seeks a higher understanding of his
relation to the Indians. He says:

I love the Indian people and culture,
Misshapen maybe and axe-ringed a
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hundred years ago as though it wasa
woll-tree to be cleared, not fit for
marketing, to make way for progress
and for tree-farm saplings uniform in
height, type, growth, mechanically
planted, praded, harvested. But they
endured, They endured by virtue of
not belng marketable, by dint of not
competing, by receding and with-
dtawing — into older woods, or onto
ramote islands.

Frequent suicides scar the com-
maunity, however, and Dr. Sharp Sus-
pects the cause lies in some *highly
civilized technique for killing at a dis-
tance”. While the Indian characters
ignore him completely, Sharp reaches
an inflated comprehension of his own
importance to the Indians, a compre-
hension that puts him in the interface
between two cultures rather than in
one or the other. In such a position,
with no place on either side, he
resembles those Indians who, in
various ways, destroy themselves after
looking too closely at white society.
One cynical Indian says of two youths
who killed themselves: “Their problem
was they expected too much from
life.”

Thomas York thus creates in his
first novel a potentially stunning
pacadox of survival and self-destruc-
tion. Unfortunately, he has not allow-
ed himself enough pages to develop

adequately the characters and situa-'

tions he explores. The novel reads like
the outline of a Faulknerian epic and
one can only wish he had told us
more.

The novel’s style and structure bear
other notable similarities to Faulkner's
works, particularly The Sound and the
Fury. In both, several characters reveal
the story in a stream-of-consciousness
style. Both stories involve the relation-
ship between two races, one ostensibly
dominating the other. In both, the
son of a socially prominent family
commits suicide. Part of York’s tale is
even told by an idiot. One of the
Indian youths who shoots himself
exemplifies the Faulknerian ethos of
exhaustion and defeat in saying before
he dies: “The worst of it was I had
killed the body first, whereas
everybady I had ever known killed the
mind and let others see to the
disposing of their body ... ™

The statement, “They endured”,
Faulkner’s cryptic description of
Dilsey, the black maid who held the

Compson family together, iz exactly
duplicated in Dr. Sharp’s evaluation of
the Indians (quoted above) as well as
by one of the important Indian
charzcters in the final chapter. This
indentical conclusion invites a general
comparison between Blacks in the U.S.
and Indians in Canada: white men
deprived both of their indigenous
tribal culture; both subsequently suf-
fered under special and inferior legal

status; both are segregated from the

larger society. However, in a conversa-
tion between an Indian son and father,
York suggests a critical difference that
renders the analogy ultimately unpro-
ductive:

“Why, aren’t we part of history?"”

I asked him.

“No,” he said, “‘we never have
been. We are subject to it, but not
part of it. We watch the other, that
isall™
Although York presents the Indians

sympathetically and without condes-
cension, one wonders how accurately
he has portrayed their lives and atti-
tudes. The Indians in the novel seem
defined primarily by the loss of Indian
culture, but it is haed to see what if
anything in their society they find still
worth saving. When one of the Indian
says, “Now the white man takes our
drugs and goes fishing on weekends,

while we drink hig booze and go to
clnirch. And who can say who got the
worst of it, hmm; who can say?” the
reader could easily reply, the Indians
did.

York’s use of the stream-
of-consciousness style only occasion-
ally rises above the level of bad
grammar. Yet for all its weaknesses,
We, the Wilderness makes a provoca-
tive comment on the encounter be-
tween the two cultures in suggesting
that whites can as easily learn self-
destruction as survival from the
Indians. Properly handled, the idea
could have made a better book. [J

David Groskind, a former New York
management consultant, is now a To-
ronto commercial photographer.

wmwf TURNING
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The CPR

A century of corporate walfare
Robert Chodos

A company counter-history of the CPR; how
100 years of the right friends in Ottawa have
meade it into Canada’s mining, real-estate and
transportation giant.

50 photographs
Paper $3.95 Cloth $10.00

Grass Roots

Heather Robertson

An account of life today on the farms and in
the small towns of Western Canada. Heather
Robertson describes the cycle of boom and
bust which is depopulating the West and
impoverishing the people left behind.

1256 photographs
Cloth $10.00
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The most
COMPREHENSIVE
synopsis of
Canadian fact
ever published!

No other book has the broad range of
facts and faatures contained in the 1974
CORPUS ALMANAC OF CANADA.
Hundreds of subjects are treated sccu-
rately and concisaly. All of this Informa-
tion shout Canada ~ its peopla, govern-
ments, geography, education systems,
climata, transportation, communice-
tions, labour, business, finance, socloties,
associations, astronomy, taxation end
religions ~ Is thoroughly cross-indexed
to help you locate the facts you want
quickly and efficlantly,

And there is mueh, much more, Inclu-
ding many unusual fdatures not normally
found in Almanacs, like information on
Canada’c nativo peoplos ond trastias;
laws protecting civil righta; repl estate;
onvironmental legislation and assosia-
tlons and tha most complote listing of
Canadlan Sports Records.

$19.97

OVER 800 PAGES

THE ANNUAL HANDBOOK OF
CANADIAN BUSINESS, SCIENTIFIC,
CULTURAL AND GOVERNMENT
AFFAIRS.

Corpus Publishers

@ Crescent Road, Toronto
Qntario M4AW 11‘1
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briefly
noted

FRANK LOWE is the editor of Week-
end, And I Beg to Differ (Infocor,
McGraw-Hill/Ryerson, cloth $7.95,
224 pages) is a collection of the little
opinion pieces he writes for that sup-
plement and for the Montreal Star it-
self, which In turn syndicates them to
the Sudbury Ster and the Victoria
Times, Although this is the breadth of
their distribution, the columns harken
back to the golden age of syndication
when there were scores of writers like
Low appearing regularly in hundreds
of papers with sinecures of this kind in
which they were nostalgic about nos-
talgia itself and confused by every-
thing contemporary but wouldn’t
admit it. Thus for the old newspaper
addict, nostalgia and confusion of
other kinds run through these pages.
The stuff is sprinkled, inconsciously I
think, with Jim Bishop, Louis Sobel,
saloon editor Earl Wilson and New
York Daily News Dream Street con-
ductor Bob Sylvester; sprinkled in fact
with all those phony prophets of
journalism who operated in what
Seymour Krim has called the tradition
of Shakespeare with an Ohio accent.
That Lowe happens to be a Canadian
(from his idealized Bible Hill, N.S.) is
immaterial. He writes the hallowed
kind of copy and he fits all the de-
scriptions. He wears braces and cuff
links simultaneously and probably
would wear a fedora too had his last
ong likely not been misplaced in some
bar or train station 32 years ago. He is
the type of writer who likes to think
of himself as a paragrapher or word-
smith or wordwright. The highest
aceolade for him would be to be called
on an old upright telephone and told
he is a veteran comma-hound. It's a
tradition he lives and brings alive in his
copy: in this collection at least he does
not include a Grantland Rice column
about how he was unable to write a
column today, but he probably has
done so at one time and cannot now
remember, it was so long ago and his
soul as a wrlter was ln so much better
repair then, Now he has been at it so

long that it’s all mechanical. His
opinions, to say nothing of his emo-
tions, well up thrice weekly just in
time for the Montreal Star deadlines.
it’s all so sad. Even when a real occa-
sion for writing comes along, he no
longer can be governed by anything
higher than the desite to aequit him-
self modestly before going home to
bed. When Lester Pearson was dead
and Lowe was excerpting the late
Prime Minister’s memoirs for Week-
end, he had an ideal opportunity in his
allotted space to culogize the fallen
leader. (The attempt is included in this
collection.) But ail he could come up
with was an ‘anecdote about how,
~when Pearson was 2 rising diplomat, he
once let Lowe remain in his hotel suite
to take cover from a rainstorm. Every
ounce of feeling and cleverness has
been pounded at last from the ancient
Underwood standard. This is not so
much a book as a warning,

&

MONTREAL. (wrappers 3$2.00, 30
pages) is a new poem by the distin-
guished poet of that city, John
Glassco, and one of the first titles of
DC Press, which is what remained with
founder Louis Dudek after the splin-
tering of Delta Canada press. Signifi-
cantly, the long poem (Glassco’s
energy Seems to increase with his age)
is noticeably Dudekean in its music
and audio technique, making use of
found quotations and historical
anecdote and stating how sad it all is
this great city is changing and going to
hell with the rest of the modem world.
One of its best sections is the one in
which Glassco' recounts a visit in his
youth to Montreal’s old lava beds,

then being razed — something Dudek

himself does in an old poem of his
‘own, Yet visually and cerebrally it is
very much a Glassco poem, a major
one, and this means it should be read
and put alongside the other work of
the man who in the final sorting-put
"will stand much higher than for some
reason he stands today.

DOUG FETHERLING

Doug Fetherling, who with this issue
Joins Books in Canada a5 an assoclate
editor, is ¢ Toronto poet and Journalist
who writes regularly for Saturday
Night and the Toronto Star,
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CHILDERANULPHTO THE
DARK VALLEY CAME

THE HEADLESS YALLE

RANULPH FIENNE,

Musson Book C
cloth $8.95; illustrated; 222 page

reviewed by Jean Melusky

)
L

RANULPH FIENNES (or Captain Sir
Ranulph Twisleton-Wykeham-Fiennes,
as the book jacket identifies him) is
apparenily a freelance adventurer, a
rough occupation in days when the
available monarchs lack both the
financial resources and the greedy
hopes of spices, gold, or land that
launched the Magellans
Columbuses of history. Consequently
Sir Ranulph must travel through some
rough financial waters before his ex-
pedition even reaches the wild rivers
of Canada’s North. An account of that
expedition is the subject of this book.

The British Museum will sponsor
him if he brings back fossils. The
Rayal Zoological Society wants a
Least Weasel. And the princes of com-
merce become intoxicaied by the
heady aroma of publicity when they
hear that the London Observer is to
report on the expedition and the BBC
to film it. In fact, at least one of the
purposes of the book is advertising. If
we check the complete list of sponsors
at the back of the book, as we are
advised to do on page 22, we can find
out whose blades kept Ben Usher's
face so smoothly shave, whose coffee
washed down welcome mouthfuls of
whose meat paste and whose cheese,
and so on.

If you are uncurious about such
details, you can rush ahead into a
fairly readable combination of adven-
ture, history, anecdote. The expedi-
tion itself takes Sir Ranulph and his
crew from Fort Nelson, B.C. to Vir-
ginia Falls in the North West Territo-
ties, and then down from the Yukon
border along the Kechika, Tochieka,
and Finlay Rivers to the Fraser River,
and ultimately to Vancouver. It is an
ambitious joumey, some 900 miles as
the crow flies and rather longer as the

and the:

rivers flow. It is also a rough journey,
through rapids and over cataracts and
into massive log jams that might easily
be expected to capsize the thiee in-
flatable boats. In fact there are quite
enough “nearlys™ to give the story the
proper tone for adventure, disaster just
barely avoided. They decide to go
through the Moran Canyon, which
they cannot reconnoitre because the
cliffs are angled too acutely to allowa
look at the river. Nor can the locals
give them any help. An Indian chief

informed them that, not being crazy,”

he had never been in the canyon nor
would ten thousand spirits ddve him
there. They do try it, and survive.

The book takes its title from the
first leg of the joumney, which takes Sir
Ranulph into the remote region of the
South Nahanni River (Nahanni is an
Indian word meazning “‘somewhere
over there and beyond™) and through

.what has been variously called the
Headless-Valley, Deadmen Valley, and
the Valley of thé Vanishing Men. The
valley acquired its name after the

 headless skeletons of three prospectors
were found there shortly after 1900,
And since that time, somewhere be-
iween 17 and 29 men have died or dis-
appeared there under mysterious cir-
cumstances. Cynics ascribe all the
deaths to natural causes, myth-makers
to a curse on prospectors {one gentle-
man advised the crew not to prospect
if they wanted to come gut alive; they
did, but panned only fools’ -gold,
which presumably wasn’t protecied by
the curse), or to the existence of some
mystery animal of the Canadian north.

The author also attempis to people
his narrative with the collection of
“characters” obligatory to this genre.
He has good material in Skook David-
son, an octogenarian white hunter of

CORNELULS
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CORNELIUS KRIEGHOFF

Hughes De Jouvancourt

In the history of art there is no artist
who contributed more to establlshi_ng
painting In Canada than Cornalivs
Krieghoff.

The pages of thiz beautiful book
trace the artist’s career step-by-step,
the thread of his personality, his un-
conventional, sincere and engeging
personality with a carefully re-
searched and written text all en-
henced with 45 hand-tipped full
colour reproductions and 121 black
and white photographic reproduc-
tions of his work. i

With ths long-awaited publication of
this outstanding volume.— the first
complete biography of Cornslius
Krieghoff — Canada's premier artist
of the nineteenth century achieves
the importance which he justly de-
serves, $290.95

BOOX COMPANY

A Divislon of
GENERAL PUBLISHING CO. LIMITED

80 Lesmill Road, Don Mills, Ontario

THE INTERNATIONAL
BOOK OF TREES
Hugh Johnson

In thorough and loving detail Hugh
Johnson covers the structure and life
cycle of trees, trees’ place in ecology,
forestry past and present, trees and
history, planting and prunning, the
art of bonsai. With nearly 1,000
photographs and drawings, the heart
of the book 5 a completa, visually
béautiful omnibus of all deciduous
and coniferous trees, whose illustra-
tions — In full colour on every spread.
page — are accompsnied by a text
that sparkles with a mixture of fact
and folklore. At once a guide, a
tribute to besuty, and an essential
referencs work for gardeners, bota-
nists, nature lovers, and ecologists.

B GENERAL

" PUBLISHING CO. LIMITED
80 Lesmlll Road, Don Mills, Ontarlo
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MAYOR -
HOWLAND
The Citizens’
Candidate

When Toronto women first voled, they

backed him,

When Toronio sireetcar men went on

strilce, he backed them.

When corrupt officials made City Hall

stink, he fought them.

MAYOR HOWLAND, Toronto's first re-

form mayor, made the city Toronto the

Good. He clased up saloons, created the

morality squad and made the city a

blue-laxw landmark for North Ameriea.

MAYOR HOWLAND, rescued from the

archives and the clipping files in the Live-

llaql:.ﬂbook ever written about Toronto
o

MAYOR HOW’LAND Who ever said

Toronto wasa dull place?

$1,96 paper, £5.00 cloth.

ALSO NEW
FROM HAKKERT

VALIANT MEN: Canada’s Victoria Czoss

and George Cross Winners.

Edited by’ John Swettenham. The first

complete account of the Canadian ex-

ploits whieh won the Commonwealth’s

highest honours,

Over 150 photos, §22.

CANADA INVADED 11' 751716

by George Stanley. A lively account of

the American invasion of Canada during

the American Wat of Independence.

Over 75 llustrations. $8.96

THE MOVABLE AIRPORT: The

Politics of Government Planning.

by Sandra Budden and Joseph Ernast.

$3.85 paper, 88.00 cloth

ENTERPRISE AND NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT: Essays im Canadian

Business and Economie History.

§2,60 paper, $8.956 cloth,

HAKKERT

554 SPADINA CRESCENT,
TORONTO CANADA MS5S 2J9
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the Northwest who has become some-
thing of a legend in his own time. But
Fiennes is not, like Gerald Durrell for
example, a talented creator of charac-
ter. The crew members are virtually
indistinguishable. He has a talent for
unmemorable quotes (“My God,” ex-
claimed Bryn, “even a Welshman
would go mad here is he were caught
in the open for more than. ten minutes
with no repellent.”),

Fiennes’ skills are better exercised
in recounting the actual progress down
the rivers. There are things to be
leamed about *“planing” an inflatable
boat, about manoeuvering cne’s way
through whirlpools, about slipping
into the chute over a cataract: There
are times .when we must forgive Sir
Ranulph for hearing the “thunder of
doom”, “entering helP”, and facing a
“wall of death” in a single paragraph,
butl he does manage to save these ex-

cesses until he meets the Fraser’s most .

formidable stretch of rapids. The book
is not the best example of iis kind; but
it is an interesting enough adventure
for the sedentary traveller, O

LOOKDICK,
SEE JOE

RUN

"QUARTERBACKING
JOE THEISH

Collier-Macmillan Caneda Ltd
paper $3.95; Mystrated: 108 pag

reviewed by Jack Hutchinson
m

THE STORY GOES that Joe Theis-
mann literally made his name at Notre
Dame. Or at Jeast remade it. One of
the South Bend football flacks is
supposed to have persvaded the young
quarterback from New Jersey that he
should change the way he pronournced

is name to make it thyme.with the
name of the trophy awarded every

year to the ouistanding college, foot-

ball player in the United States. And
80, in another triumph for mankind

.and the art of public relations, Tease-

man became Thighs-man.

As most people know, young Joe
What’s-his-name went on to become an
All-American with Ara Parseghian’s
Fighting Irish. But, sad to relate, his
quarterbacking at Notre ' Dame did not
win him the Heisman Trophy. Now,
playing his third season for the Taron-
to Argonauts, he isn't likely to win
any awards for his Quarrerbackmg,
either.

The book appears to have been
assembled, not really wiitten, from the
massive conventional wisdom accumu-
lIated in. football play books. It
abounds in such ‘words as “dedica-
tion”, “confidence”, ‘‘communica-
tion” and “leadership™, the debased
common coinage of big-time sporis
and, one might add, the jargon of a
particularly unpleasant lot of politi-_
clans,

I cannot rid myself of the suspicion
that the book has also been assembled
with a very cunning eye toward its
future sales in the US. where Joe
Theismann is’ likely to be playing his
football next year, when his contract
with the Argonauts will have run out.
The suspicion began to nag because of
the vagueness of the chapter on “How
to Play Quarterback”™. Obviously,
there are real tactical differences be-
tween the American game, with its
four dowhs, and the Canadian game,
with three, but Theismann simply
glosses thege over. And at one point he
refers to the part of the field inside the
20-yard line as “the four-down area”
— a clue, at least, that his mind was
not entirely on Canadian football and
a Canadian audience.

. The point is that it would be rela- .
tively easy to replace the phoios of
Theismann im an "Argonaut uniform
with pictures of him doing his stuff for
Notre Dzme or the Miami Dolphins
and — voilal — there you have your
second, or American, edition. Clever.
So full marks to the publishers for
their commercial forethought, any-
way.

The book is also well packaged. It’s
bright and attractive, with plenty of
pictures and diagrams, lots of white
open space, and very large print that
brings children’s books to mind. In
fact, it’s probably fair to say that the
book is a kind of Dick and Jane for
aspiring young quarterbacks, a primer
or first reader for a highly specialized

e — — - s wamy = e ==
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trade. Looked at in this way, if's still
not a very good book, and the trouble
would seem to be with Theismann’s
uncertainty about the age, competitive
level and sophistication of his poten-
tial buyers and readers. If a2 book of
this kind is too complex — like a
coaching book — the kids won’t be
able to grasp it and won't read it; on
the other hand, if ifs too simple, the
fathers won’t buy it. The result ap-
pears to be an attempt at something
for everybody. Almost inevitably,
nobody gets very much.

Let me 'be more specific, Theis-
mann’s 16-page chapter on “Exer-
cise” and another eight pages on
“Equipment” are obviously meant for
the youngest beginner, the playground
or early high school player, the kid
who is tummed on just by the idea of
being a football player and, specifical-
ly, a quarterback so that he alone can
get to wear one of those neat turtle-
necks under his uniform. Is there real-
ly any boy who's past the ninth grade
and doesn’t know how to put on a
jockstrap? Yes, that’s pretty funda-
mental stuff alright. And so something

THE DEVIL'S LIGHTER

John Ballem

A thrllling action novel set in
Canada — by the well known ’
authority in the Canadian oil in-
dustry John Baller. 1n a world
where oil supplies are rapidly
dwindling, where countries are
greedy for more and more oil —
this bitch goddess draws men
fromn all corners of the world in
frantle pursuit.

“John Ballemn has shown how ter-
rifying the Canadian North really
is. Ballem knows what the oil
business is all about, and he suc-
cessfully drives home his point
that ailmen earn every cent they
make and that they live more by
dreams than by gusher.” — Reg
Vickers, Calgary Herald. $7.95

B GENERAL

PUBLISHING CO.LIMITED

a0 Lesmill Road, Don Miils, Ontario

a little more esoteric is put into the
package — another eight-page chapter
on “The Triple-Option Quarterback™.
“Triple Option™ is one of the TV com-
mentators’ favourite phrases these
days, and that should hook the dads

and maybe even a few young coaches.

As! say, nobody gets very much.

All of this stuff would be harmless
enough, I suppose — after all, what’s
$3.98 these days? — if it weren't for
Theismann’s apparent approach to the
game, the way he seems to think
about it. For instance, he maps out

practice schedules that run from two

to three hours a day. He recommends
that quarterbacks should look at films
at least 2n hour a day during the
season. And he appears to endorse
fully the late Vince Lombardi’s much-
quoted horseshit that “Winning isn't
everything — it’s the only thing We
have to ask whether football, a rough
game for boys, is really important
enough to monopolize three or four
hours of a kid's life every day. We have
to wonder how many parents, coaches
and even players — at least in Canada
— would want such long practices.
Some of the best pro teams manage to
get on and off the practice field in an
hour and a half. Then there’s the
question of how many football teams
in Canada below the level of the CFL
and some of the colleges have the
money necessary to film their pames.
And even at the level of the pros, I
think that most people with' any sen-
sitivity at all recoil instinctively from
the Lombardi “philosophy” Theis-
mann seems to respect.

Besides its quota of jargon and un-
examined premises, the book isn’t
even well wiitten. Telling how to make
a hand-off, Theismann writes, “Im-
mediately, the ball camier feels for a
point of the ball ‘with the webbing of
his fingers™! In another place we read
that “the ball is scrimmaged fromthe
second-yard line after a touchdown.”
But my chief objection is to the spirit
of the book. Theismann writes:
“Developing a love for the pame will
make all the hard work seem more like
fun” I'm sorry, but if my boy were
playing football, Id like it to be fun.

Jack Hutchinson is a Toronto free-
lance writer and producer who enjoyed
football for 15 years, seven of them as
a player and coach in the CFL,

1875-81,
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hard cover, gold-embossed
You may purchase them through stores
and museums, or order from the
publisher. ’
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GIVING US
THE FACTS

IN THE MIDDL
OF ALIF

RICHARD B. WRIGH'

Macmiflan of Canad
cloth $6.95; 305 page.

3

reviewed by David Helwig

“YOU COULD write the story of life
in clichés and you would bear true
witness.” That thought passes through
the mind of Freddy Landon, the hero
of Richard B. Wright’s second novel,
and it indicates something of Wright’s
concern for the usual, the quotidian,
what we often see but don’t always
recognize.

At 42, Freddy Landon is a failed
writer, a fafled husband, a failed sales-
man, but somehow not a failure. The
novel covers a period of three days in
his present and half a lifetime in, his
past. He confronts his daughter, his :

Ft‘w*'\‘cm—z

-

-, -ficl_'lg_".ﬁ--—
— !

divorced wife, his mistress, his father.
He gets a job. Nothing changes drama-
tically, but as the novel goes on, we
are drawn into Landon’s experience
and feel the weight of the facts of his
life.
Wright’'s novels belong to that
central modern tradition that offers
portraits of people not unlike our-
'selves in places not unlike our own.
His technique is the accumplation of
detail. “She had bought a rather
sporty looking jacket too, a hip-iength
coat of black-and-red-check wool
fastened down the front by small
wooden pegs.” He notices these things
or invents things for us to notice, para-
graph after paragraph, until we are
soaked with details and sink into his
book. Like Hugh Hood or Brian
Moore, he is less concerned to expose
his own soul or dramatize his conflicts
than to record or invent a lifelike
world. His discipline arises from truth
to fact, He is the kind of witness who
always remembers what kind of car
the man was driving.

Beyond this his knowledge of how

people talk and behave is precise, and

' CANADA: ISSUES AND OPTIONS g}
Editors: R. P. Bowles, J. L. Hanley, B. W, Hodgins W. N, MacKenzie, G. A. Rawlyk

R

CANADA: ISSUES AND OPTIONS is & unique new
saries of paperbacks designed for history and social
scierice courses at the grade 10-12 fevel. Esch volums
provides a thematic ‘reatment of a main stream Cana-
dian issue in both its historical and contemporary con-
text A rich selection of primery and sscondary source
materials confronts the student with a clash of apinions
and optlons in the issue. The arrangement of the
materisf end focusing questions encourage the reader to
draw his own conclusions and reasoned attitudes re-

he has a fine sense of narrative pace,
One of the most inoving scenes in the
book is one in which Freddy Landon,
as an apprentice real-estate salesman
watches his new boss make a desperate
attempt to sell an unpromising house
while the jets pass overhead toward
the nearby afrport. The salesman, the
slatternly housewife, the old couple
who consider the house and turn it
down, all these characters are precisely
defined and sympathetic. The whole
scene is done with a loving despair. Or
do 1 mean despairing love?

The quality of acceptance in the
book arises partly from the character
of Landon himself. He is a decent man
who thinks of himself as a bumbler.
He often accepts what he doesn’t like,
and he carries the reader with him.

The hero of Wrght's first novel,
The Weekend Man, Wes Wakeham, is
another decent but inefficient man,
but he is more ironic than Landon and
his voice, telling the story in the first
person, gives the whole book a lyric
and comic quality that the new novel
doesn’t have. Here we are told the
story from Landon’s point of viéw in

CANADA AND THE US.: CONTINENTAL PARTNéRS OR
WARY NEIGHBOURS?

This volume treats the vital issue of Canada-U.8, relations in away
that combines Interest and substance, It contzins a wide variety of
source materials which encourage the reader to probs the con-
temporary and historical events, clash of opinions and attitudesas

THE INDIAN: ASSIMILATION; INTEGRATION
OR SEPARATION? -

Announcing:

well as the co-operation that have influenced and will likely con- '
tinue to shape relations between Canzda and the U.S. 256 pages Ocmbei ",g;_-,- $2.45
256 pages 6x9 8245
Published Forthcoming Titles
PROTEST, VIOLENCE AND SOCIAL CHANGE THE CANADIAN IDENTITY: FALLACY OR FACT?

CANADA IN THE WORLD: WHAT'S OUR ROLE? ’

REGIONALISM IN CANADA: FLEXIBLE UNION OR FRACTURED NATION?
THE NORTH: STOREHOUSE OF WEALTH OR VANISHING HERITAGE?

PRENTICE-HALL of CANADA, LTD.
1870 BIRCHMOUNT ROAD, SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO M1P 297 TELEPHONE: 293-3621

garding the particular issua being examined.

CANADIENS, CANADIANS AND QUEBECOIS

A wide varlety of interesting and provocative source materials
ralating to French-English relations are contained in this volume.
They provide the reader with an opportunity to probe from both a
contemporary and historical perspective, the economie, cultural
and political Issues existing between the two groups
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the third person. It is more stolid, like
its hero, It starts slowly, and there are
some characters, Landon’s neurotic
sister-in-law and her homosexual son
in particular, that never came to life
for me. Even Landon’s daughter and
her draft-resister boyfriend remained a

bit inert. Wright’s great strength is the.

ordinary, the office of a greeting card
company, a small and seedy real-estate
office on Eglinton Avenue. His best

characters are middle-class, middle-in- ~

come men and women, each with a
voice, a shape, a history, a set of prob-
lems that are both familiar and signifi-
cant,

As a second novel, In The Middle of
a Life is encouraging because Wright
has set aside one of his real strengths,
the comic voice of The Weekend Man,
but still created a solid and interesting
book. It reminded me a little of Brian
Moore’s I Am Mary Dunne and doesn’t

. suffer by the comparison. Richard B.

Wright strikes me as the kind of writer
who, with any luck, will move on from
one solidly crafted book to another
vatil he has created a gallery of charac-
ters and a portrait of the times. O

David Helwig Is a poet a'ud novelist
who teaches KEnglish at Queen’s
University in Kingston, Ont,

COUNTRY
ROADS

F YOU HUM ME A FE)
BARS | MIGH
REMEMBER THE TUN

DON BAILE

Oberon Pres:
cloth $5.95, paper $2.95, 154 page

reviewed by Terence Roberts

THIS IS another book of first-person
prose, There are so many around these
days, they ought to be a dime a dozen.
Every other person seems to have de-
cided that his life, or someone’s life
he's invented, should be told like it is:
“l hate people who smile about
nothing,” “I was scared, I guess,” *“I
was a lousy milkman,” and so on.

A PICTORIAL HISTORY
OF THE DOUKHOBORS

KOOZMA J. TARASOFF

More than 700 rare photos, 13 drawings, poetry
and an 8 page color section, trace the history of
the Doukhobor people kom the early days in
Rugsia through to modern times. It is a critical .
history, an in-depth study, of a people whose frie
achievements have too often been obscured by the
sensationalism of a few. An important addition to
the home or classroom library, and certainly
interesting reading for every Canadian.

M PLETRAL HISTERY
* ong
| neuamsrons

§9.95

280 pp., hardco’ver
MEN ' MEN AGAINST
AGAINST

' Jamea H Geny IAM.ES H- GR.&Y
: The great droupht of the 30s left behind acres of
dusty land . .. and it was only through the muiual
efforts of farmers, scientisis and other dedicated
people that the prairie land was retumed to pro-
ductivity. This is their story, one of triumph over
the adversitics of Nature,

256 pp., illnstrated, hardcover

o -

§5.95

Available from: Western Producer, Box 250, Saskatoon, S7K 2C4
Eastern Distributor: SAANNES, Box 6209, Toronto, M5W 1P(_5

FEERRTO X

“""f

STEAMBOATS
ON THE
SASKATCHEWAN BrucepesL

The first book we know of on a subject seldom mentioned in western history
books. There really were a number of unwieldy steamboats plying the shallow
Saskatchewan River in the last decades of the 19th century .. . carrying supplies
and seitlers, even troops for the Riel Rebellion, Author Bruce Peel has rescarched
his subject with dedication and the payoff is a Fascinating history, illustrated with
carefully-reproduced old maps and photos, A valuable addition o any Canadian
bookshelf.

240 pp, hardcover $7.95

FIFTY MIGHTY MEN

GRANT MacEWAN

Where there is new Jand to be explored and tamed,

there are always rugged individuals to do it. And wes-

tem Canada in the early days attracted a variety of

MY them: missionaries, politicians, cowboys, chiefs. .. all
= had a share in building the West. Grant MacEwan dis-

= cusses them in entertaining style.

FIFTY MIGHTY MEN qualifies as a Canadian best

- " seller,
2 = Fo¥ic 352 pp., hardcover $5.95

Available from: Western Producer, Box 250, Saskatoon, S7K 2C4

. Eastern Distributor: SAANNES, Box 6209, Toronto, M5W 1P6
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If You Hum Me a Few Bars. . isa

collection of stories that fall in-
dulgently into the first-person genre.
They are not stories with individual
titles or anything like that, but un-
pretentious, almost embasrassingly
honest episodes in the life of a young
Canadian around 30 called Gus Bailey

js not a conspicuous stylist, so even *

though his language is often curt,
with not one word wasted — “Some-
one is knocking at the door. A girl is
standing in the hallway all covered
with snow. I'd forgotten it’s just two
weeks to Christmas™ — it often leaves
the effect of a robot or computer’s
voice fed with pell-mell information
concerning the nature of human be-
haviour. Conversely, when Gus suc-
ceeds in sounding naturally human,
Bailey's prose is wryly accurate and
smooth. “The new band comes In short-
ly after 7. It isn’t hard to spot them.
They’re old. From where I sit they
seemed. jammed in the doorway like
four well-used snow-tires. Hardly any
tread left. They move awkwardly
across the floor dragging their instru-
ments,” And some of the humour I'll

admit made me fall off the chair. Sam-
ple this: “I'd gotten a ride with one
man all the way from Calgary and he'd
taken me through the mountains in his
little Japanese car that he kept saying

. ‘holds the road tighter than your.

sister’s cunt’. What a sad awful man
he’d been. When I mentioned all the

. rain he said it was good because up till

then ‘everything’s been dryer than a
nun’s tit’.”” .

Gus is a drifter, moving in and out
of Capadian efties and jobs — car sales-
man, milkman, ad man. He is divorced
with a small danghter whom he visits
occasionally at his ex-wife’s home. He’s
perpetually unsatisfied with his life,
complaining doggedly of various forms
of alienation yet finding himself in in-
cidents with strange people and close
friends that leave his morals hysteri-

cally aronsed. There are fleeting love.

affairs naturally, and others that never
began yet leave him feeling just as
empty as if they had ended (you've
heard this tune before, haven’t you?).
Still, Gus is honestly struggling with
his life (which is like a soul in search
of a body and vice versa) not once ever

thinking of visiting a psychiatrist but
sort of into self-therapy by being a
stern realist when confronied with
someone’s sad dreams. Gus isin such a
confessional mood throughout these
stories that any reader reluctant to
join him in mushy self-analysis would
either have to abandon this book or
become the reader-as-psychiatrist as an
act of sympathy until the final word.
However there is one episode in
Gus® life where 2ll of Bailey’s writing
talent finds its perfect situation. Gus is
called home by his mother when his
father is found to have lung cancer:

“Come,"” she said.

“All right. Tomorrow. ['ll drive up in
the afternoon.”

“In the moming,” she sald, “Or
tonight Gus. Come up tonight. I'm
scated. When I'm alone with him I
don’t know what to say.”

“Pll be up tomorow.,”

“Eal'ly,“ she sﬂid-

“Yeah.” And ] hung up. It was crazy,
her being scared after all these years -
of being alone with him. But it scared
me too in a way. It was like suddenly
now that he was going to die we had
to face the fact that he was alive.

One final thought. Throughout this
book I kept remembering something

P.O. Box 241

Fortress Publications Inc.

Briush Ocders, Decoradons
and Medads

MILITARY BREECH-LOADING RIFLES by V.D.
Majendie & C. O. Browne. Here is the full story of
the ndoption in 1867 by the British Army of the
famous Snider breech-foading rifle, and the sub-
selﬂuent search for a weapon of ﬁreater efficiency.
“Military Breech-Loading Rifles” altho not an
official Army textbook, was published in 1870
with quasiofficial approval. This and the fact that
both authors were highly-qualified, technically-
oriented soldlers, (having access to meny official
papers), makes this book a valuable Jegacy of the
perlod; the most relinble contemporary record of
the longarms of the British Army. Reprinted with
4 new photo plates added, and with .all original
fllustrations. ardecover. Awgilable October I,
1973, $8.50.

BRITISH ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND
MEDALS

by Donald Hall, with a F oreword by Brigadier Rt.
Hon. 8ir John Smyth, Bt., V.C., M.C. )

As with all militaria, the subject of British
Orders Decorations and Medals has steadily be-
come one of considerable popular appesl. This
book, for the first time, makes available full colour
{llustrations of virtvally every Order, Decoration
and Medal awarded to men and women of the
British Isles and, in many cases, of the Common-

wealth.

While there have been several specialist books
on the subject of British Orders, Decorations and
Medals, this book provides for a need which has
not previously been met. The use of full colour
Tustrations thronghout makes it unique and the
text has been writien with authority. .

The practice of collecting medals as 2 hobby is
one of absorbifhg interest and has grown enor-
mously in the past few years. The book will be of
great Interest to the general public, to the ex-
rerienced specialist and also to the new collector.

n the campaign Medals section thers is set out in

Stoney Creek, Ontario, Canada L8G 3X9

very clear form n story of the achievements of
British Arms over a period of nearly 200 years.
Doneld Hall is one of the greatest living experts in
this field and he has made this text both interestin
and informative. 96 pp., 9.25x7", over 100 il
Fully case bound. $8.95.

GLENGARRY BADGES OF THE BRITISH LINE
REGIMENTS TO 1381 by W.Y., Carman. Now,
for the first time, an important aspect of
badge collecting has been writien uguin detnil as a
comprehensise study. The first distineiive cap
badges generally introduced for the rank and file of
the British Army were those worn on the glengarry
cap, which was gradually adopted from 1B68 on-
wards. In 1881 territorial regimenis of infantry
were formed, resulting in many changes of title and
the abolition of the old regimental numbers. In
Glengarry Badges W.Y. Carman, Deputy Director
of the Natlonal Army Museum, lllustrates all the
badges worn by the Infaniry of the line both
before and after the 1881 reforms, and provides an
erudite description of the badges, their battle
honours, and dates of wear which will be an in-
valuable guide for collectors of badges and military
uniform enthusiests alike. 84 pages — Over 150
badges — illustrated — 8% in. x 5% in. — fully
bound. §$5.95.

CAVALRY AND YEOMANRY BADGES OF THE
BRITISH ARMY, 1914 by F. Wilkinson. In
Cavelry and Yeomanry _Badgea. over 280 cap
badges are described and illustrated. Both Regular
and Yeomanty units are included, ond full details
of the metal l;x:.ble. method of wear and dates of
issue are given. All mounted regiments appearing in
the Army List for August 1914 are represented,
but to assist’ collectors on identification many
badges worn before and afier the Great War have
also been included. There is also a bibliography and
an appendix providing relevant basic deifails of
uniforms worn. 64 pages — Over 230 badges —
fllustrated — 8% in, x 5% In. — fully bound. $5.95.
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HARRY J. BOYLE
The Great Canadian Navel

A successful Toronto advertising man
Is confronted by a number of
questions requiring an honest self-
appraisal. What he finds Is not pleas-
ant At age fifty, Shane Donavan Is
Iosmg his battle with alcoholism,
losing the affection of his family, and
losing something even more Impor-
tant — his self-respect. $1.95

RONALD A. KEITH
Bush Pilot with a Briefcase

At the age of 22, Grant McCanachie
was a bush pilot running his own
crazy airline in the Canadian North,
flying Indians, trappers, huskies and
fish all over the wilderness. This is
the incredible story of Grant
McCanachia’s rise from bush pilot to
president of Canadian Pacific Airlines
at the age of 38, lllustrated, $7.95

BRIAN MOORE

An Answer from Limbo

Brendan Tierney, 29, -hack writer on
a banal magazine, is @ man with &
daemon. For years he has dreamt of
literary acclaim for the great novel he
knows is inside him, Goaded into
action, he becomes an obsessed, ruth-
less man. (n a climax as horrifvmg
it Is moving, he [earns just how ruth-
less he has become. $1.50

A Paperjacks

The Canadian Paparback Publishar
A Divislon of
QENERAL PUBLISHING CO. LIMITED

3D Lesmill Road, Don Mills,
Ontaric  M3B 276
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Thoreau had written: “The mass of
men lead lives of quiet desperation.”
Perhaps Don Bailey had that thought
in mind when giving us this bock.
Readers interested in the serlous epi-
sodes of everyday living that have a
tendency to add up to the apony and
ecstasy of life, might find something
to ponder in these pages. O

Toronto writer Terence Roberts is
North American editor of the
Guyanese periodical Expressionova.

heard
& told

MORNING SMILE. The Toronto Sun
ran an item recently about iis
monolithic rival, the Tcronto Star,
that is fast developing into a classic bit
of newsroom humour. In its gossip
column, the Sun reported that a Star
summer student, hurrying to a story,
flung open one of the windowless
slabllike doors in the Strs new
building and struck publisher Beland
Honderich in the face, breaking his
glasses — whereupon, in response to an

Upstairs decree, pegp-windows were -

fitted in Star doors. That’s the story.
The joke is that the same thing once
happened at the Sun's progenitor
paper, John W. H. Bassett's old
Toronto Telegram In this case, the
offending door struck heir and
vioe-president Johnny F, Bassett in the
mouth — “snapping,” Star people say,
“the silver spoon in half.”

WHO FOO? Books in Canada has been
asked the identity of “Foo”, whose
cartoons and sketches appear as filler
in the magazine from time to time.
Foo is writer and broadcaster Howard
Engel, author of this month’s lead
review, on Hugh Garner’s autobiog-
raphy. The book, incidentally, has sold
out quickly its 3,500-copy initial run

- and has gone into a second printing

of equal size.

RYSORRYSORRYSOR. In our July/
September issue, the review of airie-
prairieprairieprair, an anthology of
poetry by Saskatoon poets, failed to

The new

CANADIAN
DRAMA

SERIES

General Editor
TOM HENDRY

Each volume in this new series con-
tains an introduction by the general
editor, including biographical data
on the playwright and production
notes on the play prepared with the
assistance of the playwright.

* ¢ etk kb dkkRs

11! FIRST TWO VOLUMES !!!
coming soon
WEDDING IN WHITE
by William Fruet

A powerful comment on social and
moral attitudes in the 1940s, em-
phasizing the hypocrisy of a father
whose main concern was to preserve
his own repuiation. In its film
version, WEDDING IN WHITE was
chosen as the best Canadian film o
the 1972 Canadian Film Awards. '
* ... the writing, in its simplicity
and honesty, attains a kind- of
poetry ...”

Toronto Star

LULU STREET
by Ann Henry

Although set against the background
of the Winnipeg General Strike in
1919 and the social issues of the
time, LULU STREET is not about
the Strike, but rather about the
selfishness which can come from
idealism and the narrowness of
vision which frequently accompanies
a Cause, shown through a young
girl’s attempt to break through her
father’s devotion to a Cause and
build a meaningful human relation-
ship with him.
“Lulie Street is a compact, delicate
and finely crafted play . . . More
importantly, the world she (Ann
Henry) has created and the people
in that world are thoroughly be-
lievable and appealing.”
Frances Westley
* ok kR
lllustrated

$2.95 each
Ask your bookseller

about these new plays
from

BELLHAVEN HOUSE LTD.
' 29



CHAP1-6
INDIAN ACT
Bilingual, 56 pages, 8" x'9%",

Papnar Cover, Reprint
Paper Cover, Reprint.

C0 22-473
SURVEY OF PUBLIC ATTITUDES
TOWARDS THE COMPUTER
Bilingual. 80 pages, 8%" x 11",
Paper Cover.

CW 66-4173 -
SEA-BIRDS OF BONAVENTURE
ASLAND
20 pages, 8" x

DC 3-2270
DOWN BUT NOT OUT
205 pages, 5" x 8", Paper Cover,
neprint

E2-3976/6
DOCUMENTS ON CANADIAN
EXTERNAL RELATIONS, VOL. 6,
1936-1939
Bilingual, 1334 pages, 614" x 974",
Hard Cover.

EC 21-1-1972-1
THE ECONOMY TO 1980:
STAFF PAPERS
334 pages, 615" x 9%", Paper
Cover, Reprint.

EN 35-315/1973
TRENT-SEVERN WATERWAY —
SMALL CRAFT GUIDE
40 pages, 8" x 10", Paper Cover.

H93-3271
LEISURE IN CANADA
183 pages, 6" x 9", Paper Cover.

$.1.10

1.00

o R 0.50
8", Paper Cover.:

3.00

-
SJ'I
o)
o

4,75

$1.80

3.60
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L2-2-1972
LABOUR ORGANIZATIONS IN
CANADA — 1972
Bilingual, 147 pages, 8%" x 9%",
Paper-Cover.

NM 92-565
SOME CANADIAN BIRDS
W. Earl Godfrey — lllustrations by
John Crosby
44 pages, 6" x
Reprint.

NM 92-2069
THE HUMAN SKELETON
J. E. Anderson — lllustrated by
Tom Munro
164 pages. 4" x 6", Paper Cover,
Reprint.

RG 33-12773
INFLATION AND INTEREST
RATES IN CANADA
J. F. McCollum
113 pages, 612" x 9%", Paper Cover.

S8 22-1973/21
STRATEGIES OF DEVELOPMENT
FOR THE CANADIAN COMPUTER
INDUSTRY ““Science Couneil
of Canada” 1.80
80 pages, 61" x 10%", Paper Cover.

Tb62-4472
STUDYGUIDE FORPRIVATEPILOTS 1.60
50 pages, 8" x 10%", Paper Cover,
Reprint.

Available through your local bookseller.

M. Information
B Canada

1.50

1050

9", Paper Cover,
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mention the publisher. It wasn’t really
our fault, as anthology editor Caroline
Heath writes: “It does not state
explicitly in the book who published it.
This was due to an extraordinary set
of financial arrangements made prior

to the book’s publication. Now the -

repercussions occur. No one who reads
the review will know where o order
it Well, now they do. The $2.75
_ paperback is available from the Mendel
Art Gallery, Box 569, Saskatoon,
Sask. . . . And.in that same issue, as
several readers have pointed out, Alan
Edmonds invented a splendid word to
describe Don Marquis’ inimitable
archy. *“Entymologically spesking,”
Alan mistyped, “schlepping is Yiddish
for wearily dragging something from
place.” In other words, speaking as a
word-rooted  (efymology) insect
(entomalogy). toujours gai, afan, C1

SERIES ON SERIES
continued from page 13

in dozens of Canadian literature ]

courses at the same time as they are
being everywhere read by folks whose
psual fiction fare is Arthur Hailey. If

ST mme b e —aeie . —

you haven’t yet devoured The Stone
Angel, The Fire-Dwellers and The
Tomorrow-Tamer and Other Stories,
do so as soon as you can. If you have,
devour them again.

As For Me and My House, now in
its ninth NCL reprint, has also
achieved a wide and varied readership,
though evidently too late to erase
Sinclair Ross’ bitterness at having been
ignored when the novel first appeared.
The story of a childless clergyman and
his wife, stuck in a barren Prairie
town, has an almost monotonous
effect on first reading, yet it is dif-
ficult to forget. The Lamp at Noon
and Other Stories, also highly recom-
mended, contains much that is auto-
biographical and much that is wise. Of
a young farm couple driven by harsh,
unremitting Prairie circumstance:

They were compelled now, not by

labour, but by the spirit of labour. A

spirit that pervaded their lives and

brought with idleness a sense of guilt.

Sometimes they did sleep late, some-

times they did play cards, but always -

uneasily, always reproached by the

thought of morc important things
that might be done.

Gabrielle Roy's Street of Riches
consists of 18 episodes in the child-

hood of the narrator, Christine, who,
like the author, grew up in St. Boni-
face, Man. Awarded the Governor-
General’s Award for Fiction and the
French Priv Duverngy, Street of
Riches is nevertheless not as satisfying
as Where Nests the Water Hen,
reviewed in Part Two of this series. O

AUTHOR'S AGENTS

Manuscripts Invited

For further information

contact:

DOUGLAS FISHER
ASSOCIATES

92 Madison Avenue
Toronto, Ontario
MS5R 284

(416) 961-7151

BOOKSPEED: We get "em out the day we get 'em in!

ALL THE BOOKS OF CANADA
on one purchase order !

THE LOT. .. THE WHOLE MAPLE - LEAF LOT
on one purchase order.. . to

In the U.S.A.

220 University Avenue,
Palo Alta,,’
California 94301

PENORAGON house

IN THE CASE OF HARD-TO-FIND

In the U.K.

Penwartha,
Perranporth,
Cornwall.

FIRST TO PROMOTE CANADIAN BOOKS ABROAD

- ——

CANADIAN BOOKS

68 Bathurst Street,
Toronto, Ontario
M5V 2P7
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